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5.1 Discussion.	Towards	the	Post-Public	Space	

	

The	 Global	 Occupations	 of	 2011	 included	 other	 platforms	 to	 protests	 alongside	 occupations:	 the	

virtual	 space.	 Social	 networks	 like	 Twitter,	 Facebook,	 Instagram,	 YouTube,	 Snapchat	 and	 so	 on,	

became	 the	 other	 public	 space	 to	 protest.	 These	 platforms	 allowed	 organizing,	 broadcasting,	

informing,	 recording,	 streaming,	 and	 archiving	diverse	 events	 and	moments	 of	 the	 occupation.	 It	

was	created	a	new	relationship	between	public	spaces	[physical	+	virtual]	and	the	multitude.	Since	

then,	 there	 have	 been	 significant	 and	 critical	 efforts	 to	 control	 public	 spaces,	 in	 a	 way	 to	 avoid	

future	 citizens’	 protests	 and	 occupations.	 London,	 New	 York	 and	 Tokyo	 are	 at	 the	 forefront	 of	

experimenting	 and	 implementing	 these	 kinds	 of	 spaces	 in	 the	 urban	 scope,	 which	 have	 been	

developing	 a	 standard	 urban	 design	 manual	 for	 POPS.	 As	 a	 consequence,	 this	 formula	 has	 been	

repeated	in	many	other	cities	like	Cairo,	Madrid,	Seattle,	Santiago	de	Chile,	and	so	on,	becoming	a	

manual	that	transforms	local	architectural	urban	landscape	into	a	net	of	homogeneous	centres.			

	

However,	 the	 privatizations	 of	 public	 spaces	 and	 public	 land	 are	 an	 urban	 regulation	 that	 dates	

back	to	1961	to	New	York,	when	the	City	Council	started	to	adjust	POPS.	It	is	an	agreement	between	

the	 local	 government	 and	 private	 developers	 in	 which	 they	 receive	 construction	 benefits	 in	

exchange	 of	 providing	public	 spaces	 to	 the	 city.	During	 the	 last	 years,	 this	 regulation	has	 turned	

popular	 in	 different	 cities	 around	 the	 world,	 including	 Tokyo,	 where	 by	 2008	 more	 than	 sixty	

hectares	 of	 public	 land	 were	 sold	 to	 private	 investors	 to	 be	 operated	 as	 public	 space	 (Hayashi	

2011).	In	the	same	year,	Shibuya	Ward	sold	Miyashita	Park	name’s	rights	to	Nike	Corporation	and	

planned	 the	 renewal	 of	 the	 park;	 consequently,	 there	 were	 protests	 and	 a	 six-month	 occupation	

(Kiib,	Marling	and	Hansen	2014).		

	

In	August	2014,	three	years	after	the	renewal	of	Miyashita	Park,	Shibuya	Ward	formally	launched	

an	open	call	 for	proposals	to	support	some	aspects	of	a	new	project	to	redevelop	again	Miyashita	

Park.	 However,	 in	 this	 occasion,	 the	 project	 revealed	 that	 there	 was	 already	 a	 designed	 project	

signed	 by	 the	 local	 government	 and	 the	 real	 estate	 developer	 Mitsui	 Fudosan	 Co.	 The	 project	 is	

envisioned	to	keep	the	sports	theme	due	to	the	2020	Olympics	(Hayashi	2011),	and	is	a	five-story	

sports	 complex:	 the	basement	and	ground	 floor	allocate	a	parking	zone,	 the	 first-floor	 shops,	 the	

second-floor	shops	and	cafes	with	sports	themes,	and	the	last	floor	-	as	a	terrace	-	is	the	park,	which	

includes	 two	 futsal	 fields,	an	athletics	 track,	a	multipurpose	sports	 field,	a	basketball	 court,	 skate	

ramps,	a	climbing	wall,	and	some	cafes.	In	addition,	there	is	a	hotel	in	the	northern-end	side	of	the	

park,	a	17-story	building	that	Mitsui	Fudosan	Co.	would	run	for	30	years	(Img.	39	and	Img.	40).	1	

However,	in	the	current	City	Planning	Regulation,	it	specifies	that	any	building	inside	a	park	should	

not	be	taller	than	two	stories	and	should	not	have	any	basements.	Thus,	there	are	many	efforts	to	
																																																																												
1 (2015, April 1). Battle over Shibuya park heats up as Tokyo Olympics loom | The Japan Times. Retrieved January 
9, 2017, from http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2015/04/01/issues/battle-shibuya-park-heats-tokyo-olympics-
loom/ 
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change	 the	 Urban	 Regulation	 to	 accommodate	 this	 project,	 but	 so	 far,	 the	 Shibuya	 Ward	 has	 not	

clarified	how	they	would	do	it.		

	

This	 new	 plan	 is	 addressed	 to	 consumers:	 two	 floors	 for	 parking	 revenue,	 two	 other	 floors	 for	

commercial	trade,	and	the	rooftop	for	the	park	includes	fees	to	use	the	offered	sports	facilities	(Img.	

41).	 It	 is	 a	 determinative	 position	 that	 denies	 open	 and	 free	 public	 access,	 it	 simultaneously	

converts	 it	 into	 what	 Anna	 Minton2	 describes	 as	 café-creep:	 “renting	 out	 spaces	 by	 local	

governments	 for	 commercial	 purposes	 in	 the	 pavements	 of	 public	 spaces”	 (Minton	 2012).	 The	

design	conducts	certain	social	behaviours	that	contrast	to	the	traditional	dissident	use	of	the	park:	

skaters,	activists,	homeless,	and	dancers.		

In	27th	March	2017,	Shibuya	Ward	government	 fenced	off	and	shut	down	Miyashita	Park	without	

prior	notifications,	 in	order	 to	 start	 the	 construction	of	 this	new	project,	 evicting	once	again,	 the	

homeless	community	that	was	living	in-and-around	the	park.	The	chief	of	Shibuya’s	Department	of	

Parks,	 indicated	 that	 it	 should	 be	 open	 in	 time	 for	 the	 2020	 Olympic	 and	 Paralympic	 Games.	

Activists	and	residents	tried	to	protests	against	this	sudden	action	but	security	guards	and	police	

officers	prevented	them	from	entering	the	park.	This	normalized	justification	of	forceful	evictions,	

leads	to	a	criminalization	of	dissident	practices	through	the	proposed	Anti-terrorism	bill	(Img.	42).	

	

	 	
    Img.  39 New Miyashita Park Renovation Project.                Img.  40 New Miyashita Park Renovation Project.  
  Currently under construction. Source: Shibuya Ward           Currently under construction. Source: Shibuya Ward 

					

	
Img.  41 New Miyashita Park Renovation Project. Scheme 

																																																																												
2 Anna Minton is a journalist, writer, and academic. She is currently a Reader at the University of East London, 
School of Architecture, Computing and Engineering.  
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Img.  42 Miyashita Park. Top: Atelier Bow Bow project [Nike], 2 January 2017. Bottom: current state "New 

Miyashita Park Renovation Project," 23 April 2017 

	
After	Shinjuku	Station	and	Miyashita	Park	occupations,	both	spaces	acquired	new	meanings	in	the	

local	society	like	dissidence	and	collective	power,	the	practice	of	public	and	the	appropriation	of	the	

city.	They	reflect	the	radical	practice	through	occupations,	making	visible	the	presence	of	different	

subjects,	creating	one	body	that	integrates	a	variety	of	objects,	and	involves	sparks	of	spontaneity	

and	collectively.	The	radical	spatiality	is	developed	by	everyday	spatial	temporal	practices,	a	praxis	

described	as	resistance	actions	in	a	fixed	and	planned	state	of	things	or	spaces	that	alter	their	role.		

	

Therefore,	 contemporary	 occupations	 show	 that	 the	 physical	 presence	 of	 the	 body	 is	 the	 most	

important	 action	 when	 protesting,	 and	 include	 other	 characteristics	 that	 push	 the	 boundaries	 of	

dissident	practices.	The	 inclusion	of	 the	virtual	space	 in	 the	physical	space	creates	a	new	state	of	

public,	the	post-public	space,	where	the	individuation	allows	people	to	practice	their	own	skills	and	

is	 also	 a	 place	 for	 skill	 building.	 This	 public	 blossom	 spurs	 the	 contemporary	 public	 space	 in	

different	ways	and	temporalities.	It	is	not	the	only	solution	but	it	permits	to	connect	in	space	and	

time	other	public	spaces,	creating	a	resonance.	Thus,	the	post-public	space	is	a	network	conceived	

as	a	lived	laboratory	that	always	changes	its	conditions,	a	continuous	transformation	process	that	

occurs	 simultaneously	 at	 various	 levels,	 speeds	 and	 scales.	 This	 speed	 is	 an	 opportunity	 for	 the	

post-public	space,	serving	to	host	crowds	for	protesting,	occupying,	sitting-in,	for	festivals,	markets,	

or	any	kind	of	public	event.	It	is	not	a	matter	to	concentrate	the	public	into	one	single	spot,	but	to	

co-exist	in	an	augmented	network	of	spaces	that	operate	temporary	and	immediately.		

	

The	 post-public	 space	 in	 the	 contemporary	 city,	 acts	 as	 an	 opportunity	 to	 transform	 temporary	

fixed	and	controlled	spaces,	 through	 the	corporeal	experience	within	 the	physical	and	 the	virtual	

space	 that	 act	 as	 one.	 The	 occupations	 of	 private	 public	 spaces	 display	 that	 intimacy	 and	

community	activate	other	spatialities	[space	+	time],	going	beyond	the	public	–	private	relationship,	
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and	 performing	 temporally	 a	 component	 of	 an	 aesthetic	 experience	 in	 a	 complex	 corporeal	

augmented	spatial	practice.	While	the	body	is	a	medium	of	transformation	and	creation	of	spaces,	

the	occupation	is	an	opportunity	for	community	to	design	an	intimate	post-public	space.	
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CONCLUSION		
	

This	 research	 presents	 contributions	 of	 architectural	 design	 tactics,	 which	 are	 developed	within	

contemporary	occupations	 to	 the	 complex	dialectics	between	change	and	persistence	 in	 the	built	

environment,	presented	 through	dissident	practices	 in	 conflictive	 situations.	The	principal	aim	of	

this	 thesis	 was	 to	 develop	 architectural	 relationships	 in	 urban,	 social,	 technological,	 and	 legal	

aspects	 referring	 to	public	 spaces	and	how	 these	were	altered	during-and-post	occupations.	This	

approach	was	complex	and	developed	by	iterative	observation	and	analysis	of	diverse	and	concrete	

relationships	between	multiple	aspects.	Through	an	exploration	of	transforming	everydayness	and	

everyday-life	 objects,	 this	 research	 recognized	 different	 states	 and	 built	 theoretical	 aspects	 and	

concepts	 that	 conducted	 to	 structuring	 the	Radical	 Spatiality.	These	 conclusions	discuss	achieved	

dissident	design	parameters	not	by	giving	answers	to	all	the	initial	questions,	but	by	opening	new	

ones,	 revealing	 an	 increasing	 scope	 of	 research	 in	 different	 aspects	 initially	 incorporated.	 The	

particular	 conclusions	 deriving	 from	 the	main	 case	 studies,	 Tahrir	 Square	 in	 Cairo,	 Occupy	Wall	

Street	in	New	York,	and	Gezi	Park/Taksim	Square	in	Istanbul,	as	well	as	the	Umbrella	Movement	in	

Hong	 Kong	 and	 Miyashita	 Park	 in	 Tokyo,	 are	 presented	 as	 contributions	 to	 performative	

architecture	and	the	direct	affection	on	the	architectural	urban	landscape	of	contemporary	public	

spaces.		

	

_The	transformation	of	the	architectural	urban	landscape	during	occupations	

After	developing	the	atlas	of	Revolutionary	Squares,	which	considered	some	of	the	revolutions	and	

occupations	more	significant	between	2011	and	2013,	two	factors	were	contemplated	in	order	to	

choose	case	studies:	the	political	and	spatial	scopes.	The	occupations	of	Tahrir	Square,	Occupy	Wall	

Street	 (OWS),	and	Gezi	Park/Taksim	Square	(Gezi/Taksim)	were	selected	 for	differentiating	 their	

political	system	and	spatial	features.	In	the	first	case,	the	country	was	ruled	under	the	authoritarian	

regime	of	Hosni	Mubarak	 for	 thirty	 years,	 and	 the	occupation	 took	place	 in	 a	 roundabout.	 In	 the	

second	 case,	 the	 country	 had	 a	 democratic	 system	 while	 the	 occupation	 was	 developed	 in	 a	

quadrangular	park.	And	 in	 the	third	case,	 the	country	had	a	democratic	government	although	the	

political	 party	 was	 in	 power	 for	 over	 twelve	 years,	 and	 the	 occupation	 was	 generated	 in	 a	

roundabout	and	a	quadrangular	park,	mixing	the	two	former	case	studies.		

	

In	order	to	understand	the	spatial	affection,	cartographies	and	analysis	of	these	occupations	were	

produced,	 making	 visible	 similarities	 and	 differences	 among	 each	 other.	 In	 the	 case	 of	 the	

roundabout,	the	occupation	was	more	dynamic	and	the	inhabiting	zones	changed	more	frequently;	

there	was	a	 constant	movement	–	at	different	 speeds	–	of	people	and	objects.	 It	 caused	a	 change	

from	 a	 centripetal	 to	 a	 centrifugal	 force	 from	 the	 centre	 to	 the	 outside	 of	 the	 roundabout,	 in	

borderless	 and	 inclusive	 means.	 Due	 to	 these	 conditions,	 the	 occupation	 altered	 the	 built	

environment	and	the	limits	between	public	and	private,	interior	and	exterior,	and	legal	and	illegal.	
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Thus,	 spaces	 that	 served	 to	 specific	 functions	were	 transformed	 into	 spaces	 that	 responded	 and	

adapted	 to	 occupiers’	 needs,	 through	 the	 collective	 participation	 and	 the	 application	 of	 dissident	

architectural	practices.	

In	 the	case	of	 the	quadrangular	park,	 the	occupation	was	more	stable	and	permanent,	with	some	

peak	 points	 of	 intensity	 that	 transformed	 the	 space	 internally.	 The	 inhabiting	 zones	 were	more	

defined,	 and	 although	 they	 changed	 over	 time,	 it	 was	 slower	 and	 less	 intense.	 In	 this	 case,	 the	

occupation	 transformed	 the	 image,	 aesthetic	 and	 use	 of	 the	 park	 itself	 but	 did	 not	 affect	 the	

surrounding	area.		

	

However,	in	both	forms,	quadrangular	(park)	and	circular	(roundabout),	the	occupations	developed	

synchronized	and	intermittent	actions,	where	communication	in	the	physical	and	virtual	space	was	

the	 conductor	 to	 the	 amplification	of	 the	occupations.	Thus,	 because	 these	 events	 included	 these	

architectural	conditions,	they	were	called	archievents.	They	have	been	showed	not	as	scenarios	for	

protest	but	as	living	spaces,	requiring	social	and	spatial	production	through	an	ad-hoc	architecture	

elaborated	with	dissident	objects.	Limited	resources	and	heightened	emotional	settings	altered	the	

stakes	of	 design,	 presenting	 the	moment	when	 intimacy	 and	 community	 acted	 as	 one	when	 they	

were	 immersed	 in	 a	 chaotic	 and	 conflictive	 scenario.	 This	 momentum	 for	 disruption	 in	 the	

architectural	urban	landscape,	generated	immediate	actions	of	adaptation	and	as	radical	practices,	

multiple	micro-occupations	redistributed	the	sense	of	when	the	materialities	of	bodies,	of	‘sensible-

intelligible	 experiences’	 (Rancière	 2004)	 were	 in	 tension	 with	 the	 built	 environment.	 Dissident	

objects	added	a	factor	to	the	kinship	between	artistic	endeavours	and	political	discontent,	in	which	

their	symbolic	materiality	alongside	bodies,	transformed	the	architectural	urban	landscape.	These	

bodies	 and	 objects	 sabotaged	 conventional	 practices	 and	 became	 part	 of	 an	 in-situ	 design,	

highlighting	new	architectural	practices	generated	by	anybody	and	everybody.	

	

_The	virtual	space	forming	the	contemporary	public	space	

One	of	the	most	important	results	from	the	occupations	produced	in	Cairo,	New	York	and	Istanbul	

was	the	inclusion	of	the	virtual	space	as	part	of	the	physical	pubic	space.	During	these	events,	the	

capacity	to	produce	simultaneously	and	immediately	collective	spatial	practices	was	done	through	

an	 instant	 communication	 in	 social	 media	 such	 as	 Facebook	 and	 Twitter	 mainly,	 and	 also	 to	

propagate	 their	 energy	 and	 extent	 through	 YouTube	 and	 blogs	 not	 only	 in	 local	 places	 but	 also	

around	the	world.	In	this	sense,	videos,	 images,	photographs,	posts,	testimonies,	and	data	became	

viral,	which	formed	cognitive	and	affective	networks.	 In	addition,	they	produced	a	resonance	that	

adapted	to	specific	conditions	and	generated	real-time-in-situ	tools.	Thus,	the	virtual	space	was	not	

considered	anymore	as	a	different	element,	but	as	part	of	one	only	space,	the	contemporary	public	

space.		
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On	 the	 other	 hand,	 these	 occupations	 also	 demonstrated	 the	 undeniable	 necessity	 to	 gather	

physically	 in	 the	 public	 space	 and	 being	 visible.	 The	 synchronized	 occupation	 in	 the	 virtual	 and	

physical	space	showed	that	these	two	factors	could	not	be	identified	as	independent	anymore,	but	

considered	 as	 one	 only	 space	 that	 performs	 a	 hyper	 forum	 for	 the	 public	 in	 the	 contemporary	

public	space.		

	

_The	privatization	of	public	spaces	through	urban	regulations		

The	contemporary	occupations	demonstrated	the	importance	and	power	that	public	spaces	and	the	

multitude	 had	 when	 acting	 together	 as	 a	 synchronized	 body.	 The	 most	 extraordinary	 cases	

happened	 in	 the	 Arab	 Revolution	 with	 the	 overthrown	 of	 different	 governments	 and	 important	

political	changes	introduced	in	different	countries.	Since	then,	urban	regulations	about	the	use	and	

design	 of	 public	 spaces	 have	 become	 more	 strict	 and	 severe,	 leaving	 a	 narrow	 path	 to	 act	

spontaneously	 in	 these	 spaces	 and	making	 extremely	 difficult,	 if	 not	 banning	 completely,	 future	

possible	occupations.	However,	this	situation	is	contrasted	with	others,	especially	to	those	that	do	

not	 involve	 a	 political	 aspect.	 For	 instance,	 when	 Apple	 launches	 a	 new	 iPhone,	 people	 occupy	

public	 spaces	 (outside	 the	 stores)	 for	 days,	 with	 tents	 or	 sleeping	 bags.	 In	 another	 example,	 in	

Madrid’s	 centric	 neighbourhood	 “Las	 Letras,”	 there	 are	 people	 occupying	 sidewalks	 and	 plazas	

close	 to	 the	 basilica	 of	 Jesus	 de	Medinaceli	 for	weeks,	 especially	 before	 the	 first	 Friday	 of	March	

every	year.		

	

Thus,	 these	 regulations	 intend	 to	 forbid,	 or	 at	 least	 to	 control	 completely,	 social	 gathering	 with	

political	 purposes.	 One	 of	 the	 methods	 local	 governments	 have	 applied	 in	 different	 cities	 is	 the	

privatization	of	public	spaces,	based	on	the	“Privately	Owned	Public	Space”	regulations	developed	

by	 the	 New	 York	 City	 Council	 in	 1961.	 This	 regulation	 is	 a	 bonus	 trade-off	 between	 local	

governments	 and	 private	 developers,	 who	 are	 granted	 the	 right	 to	 build	 bigger	 and/or	 taller	

building	 that	 the	 permissible	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 zoning	 guidelines.	 By	 accepting	 this	 bonus,	 private	

landowners	have	to	provide	a	publicly	usable	space,	which	remains	in	private	property	but	has	to	

be	used	by	all	members	of	the	public	at	any	time.	In	this	sense,	OWS	and	the	Umbrella	Movement	

especially,	made	visible	the	situation	of	a	general	privatization	of	public	spaces	in	city	centres,	but	

they	also	pushed	an	implementation	of	this	regulation	in	more	cities.		

	

Since	2011,	there	have	been	a	number	of	organizations	and	regulations	that	intend	to	control	more	

public	spaces.	That	is	the	case	of	the	RIBA	(Royal	Institute	of	British	Architects)	that	alongside	the	

Home	Office	and	the	National	Counter	Terrorism	Security	Office,	developed	a	guide	manual	for	the	

future	of	public	spaces	under	the	label	of	security	against	terrorist	attacks.	In	this	manual,	there	is	a	

series	of	guidelines	for	designing	public	spaces,	addressing	to	architects	and	planners	to	consider	

the	location	of	urban	elements	in	open	areas	in	order	to	avoid	mass	gatherings,	to	include	buildings	

for	 commercial	 purposes	 and	 be	 composed	 by	 glass	 façades	 in	 order	 to	 have	 a	 wider	 visual	
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observation	 to	 the	 outside,	 to	 replace	 fences	 by	 automatic	 and	metallic	 bollards,	 to	 incorporate	

different	levels	of	ground	and	avoid	circular	shapes,	which	are	potential	areas	for	assemblies,	and	

so	on.	 In	addition	 to	 these	design	parameters,	 the	urban	regulations	of	use	of	public	 spaces	have	

been	also	modified,	prohibiting	a	spontaneous	collective	gathering	without	official	permissions,	to	

allow	authorities	to	detent	any	person	that	remains	 in	a	public	space,	 to	 forbid	the	 installation	of	

any	kind	of	light	structure	without	official	permits,	to	lye	down,	to	storage,	and	so	on.		

	

Facing	 the	 fact	 that	 local	 governments	 generally	 do	 not	 have	 the	 budget	 to	 create,	maintain	 and	

manage	public	spaces,	the	privatizations	of	these	ones	are	a	solution	that	could	work	if	it	is	applied	

appropriately	 to	 the	 local	context.	Thus,	public	spaces	 in	contemporary	cities	are	not	considering	

only	its	legal	ownership,	whether	it	is	public	or	private,	but	they	stand	as	performing	the	sense	of	

public.	In	this	situation,	dissident	architectural	practices	developed	during	the	occupations	appear	

as	opportunities,	tools	and	tactics	that	activate	the	post-public	space.		

	

This	is	a	space	that	goes	beyond	the	physical	and	legal	conditions,	and	promotes	the	production	of	a	

temporal	and	 intermittent	public	 space.	The	post-public	 space	opens	discussion	and	platforms	 to	

continue	 a	 research	 related	 to	 the	 complexity	 of	 these	 situations,	 and	 acts	 as	 an	 opportunity	 to	

transform	 the	 temporary	 fixed,	 controlled	 and	 established	 public	 spaces	 through	 virtual	 and	

physical	actions.	It	also	displays	an	intimacy	and	community	that	activate	other	spatialities,	going	

beyond	 the	public-private	relationships	and	performing	design	strategies	 in	dissident	modes.	For	

these	reasons,	the	sense	of	intimate	and	community,	and	interior	and	exterior	spaces	that	are	built	

in	Tokyo,	present	the	spatial	stage	to	carry	out	these	new	processes.		

	

One	of	the	main	characteristics	of	these	spaces	is	their	intermittency,	lasting	from	a	couple	of	hours	

to	 a	 couple	 of	 days	 and	 sometimes	 weeks;	 the	 spaces	 were	 not	 programmed,	 but	 planned	 and	

designed	to	reveal	the	occupation’s	intimacy.	An	intimate	community	re-appropriated	a	space	and	

turned	 it	 into	 an	 alternative	 urban	 tool	 that	 produced	 other	 spaces	 through	 micro-occupations.	

They	 irrupted	 the	 established	 order	 settled	 by	 a	 non-social	 consensual	 state,	 reintegrating	 their	

dissident	 character	 as	 the	 ‘haunting’	 of	 space	 and	 commenting	 on	 the	 relationship	 between	

community	and	intimacy	rather	than	between	public	and	private.	Occupiers	altered	the	boundaries	

of	what	is	in	or	out,	central	or	peripheral,	visible	or	invisible,	sensible	or	perceptible,	and	gave	new	

notions	of	dissident	collective	time	and	space.	

	

In	 this	way,	 this	 research	does	not	 respond	 to	all	 the	 initial	questions;	 instead,	 it	 formulates	and	

generates	more	 questions,	 and	moreover,	 it	 opens	 a	 platform	 to	 continue	 a	 research	 in	 different	

aspects	but	connected	to	the	Radical	Spatiality.		
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CONCLUSION		
	

Esta	 investigación	 presenta	 contribuciones	 a	 las	 tácticas	 de	 diseño	 arquitectónico,	 las	 cuales	 se	

desarrollan	dentro	de	las	ocupaciones	temporales	y	sus	dialécticas	complejas	entre	el	cambio	y	la	

persistencia	del	entorno	construido.	Se	lo	presenta	a	través	de	prácticas	disidentes	en	situaciones	

conflictivas.	 El	 objetivo	 principal	 de	 esta	 tesis	 fue	 desarrollar	 relaciones	 arquitectónicas	 con	

aspectos	urbanos,	sociales,	tecnológicos	y	legales	en	referencia	a	los	espacios	públicos	y	cómo	estos	

fueron	alterados	durante	y	posteriormente	a	las	ocupaciones.	Esta	aproximación	fue	compleja	y	se	

realizó	 con	 observación	 iterativa	 y	 con	 análisis	 de	 relaciones	 diversas	 y	 concretas	 dentro	 de	

aspectos	múltiples.	Por	medio	de	una	exploración	de	 la	 transformación	de	 los	objetos	cotidianos,	

este	trabajo	pudo	reconocer	varios	estados	y	aspectos	teóricos	y	conceptuales	de	construcción	que	

condujeron	 a	 la	 estructuración	 de	 la	 Espacialidad	 Radical.	 Estas	 conclusiones	 tratan	 sobre	 los	

parámetros	obtenidos	en	un	diseño	disidente,	no	por	dar	respuestas	a	preguntas	iniciales	pero	por	

abrir	nuevas	líneas	de	investigación,	revelando	nuevas	conexiones	con	otros	campos	aparte	de	los	

considerados	 inicialmente.	 Las	 conclusiones	 particulares	 que	 se	 derivan	 de	 los	 casos	 de	 estudio	

principales,	Plaza	Tahrir	en	El	Cairo,	Occupy	Wall	Street	en	Nueva	York,	y	parque	Gezi/plaza	Taksim	

en	Estambul,	derivó	en	la	investigación	del	Umbrella	Movement	en	Hong	Kong	y	el	Parque	Miyashita	

en	Tokio,	los	cuales	se	presentan	como	contribuciones	para	una	arquitectura	performativa	con	una	

afección	directa	en	el	paisaje	arquitectónico	urbano	de	los	espacios	públicos	contemporáneos.		

	

_La	transformación	del	paisaje	arquitectónico	urbano	durante	las	ocupaciones	

Una	 vez	 producido	 el	 atlas	 Revolutionary	 Squares,	 el	 cual	 tomó	 en	 cuenta	 algunas	 de	 las	

revoluciones	 y	 ocupaciones	 más	 importantes	 entre	 los	 años	 2011	 y	 2013,	 se	 contemplaron	 dos	

factores	 con	 el	 fin	 de	 seleccionar	 los	 casos	 de	 estudio:	 el	 factor	 político	 y	 el	 factor	 espacial.	 Las	

ocupaciones	 de	 la	 Plaza	 Tahrir,	 Occupy	 Wall	 Street	 (OWS),	 y	 parque	 Gezi/plaza	 Taksim,	 fueron	

seleccionados	por	diferenciarse	en	sus	sistemas	políticos	y	características	espaciales.	En	el	primer	

caso,	el	país	se	encontraba	bajo	el	mandato	del	régimen	autoritario	de	Hosni	Mubarak	por	más	de	

treinta	 años,	 y	 la	ocupación	 se	 llevó	a	 cabo	en	una	 rotonda.	En	el	 segundo	 caso,	 ese	país	 rige	un	

sistema	democrático	y	 la	 ocupación	 se	 realizó	 en	un	parque	 cuadrangular.	 Y	 en	 el	 tercer	 caso,	 el	

país	se	encuentra	en	democracia	aunque	el	partido	político	se	encontraba	en	el	poder	por	más	de	

doce	años	al	momento	de	que	la	ocupación	tomó	lugar,	en	este	caso	en	un	parque	cuadrangular	y	

una	rotonda,	vinculando	los	dos	aspectos	de	los	dos	casos	de	estudio	anteriores.		

	

Para	poder	entender	la	afección	espacial,	se	produjeron	cartografías	y	análisis	espaciales	de	estas	

ocupaciones,	 haciendo	 visible	 las	 similitudes	 y	 diferencias	 entre	 sí.	 En	 el	 caso	 de	 la	 rotonda,	 la	

ocupación	 fue	más	dinámica	y	 las	zonas	habitables	se	 transformaron	con	mayor	 frecuencia;	hubo	

un	movimiento	constante	–	a	diferentes	velocidades	–	de	personas	y	objetos.	Esto	causó	un	cambio	

de	 una	 fuerza	 centrípeta	 a	 una	 fuerza	 centrífuga	 desde	 el	 centro	 al	 exterior	 de	 la	 rotonda,	
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disolviendo	 los	bordes	y	 fronteras	y	utilizando	métodos	 inclusivos.	Debido	a	estas	condiciones,	 la	

ocupación	alteró	el	entorno	construido	y	los	límites	entre	lo	público	y	privado,	interior	y	exterior,	

legal	e	ilegal.		

	

De	 esta	 manera,	 los	 espacios	 que	 solían	 servir	 funciones	 específicas	 fueron	 transformados	 en	

espacios	 que	 se	 adaptaron	 a	 las	 necesidades	 de	 los	 ocupantes,	 a	 través	 de	 una	 participación	

colectiva	y	la	aplicación	de	prácticas	arquitectónicas	disidentes.		

En	el	caso	del	parque	cuadrangular,	la	ocupación	fue	más	estable	y	permanente,	con	algunos	puntos	

picos	en	 intensidad	que	 transformaron	el	espacio	 internamente.	Las	zonas	habitables	 fueron	más	

definidas	y	aunque	estas	cambiaron	con	el	tiempo,	este	cambio	fue	más	lento	y	menos	intenso.	En	

este	caso	la	ocupación	alteró	la	imagen,	estética	y	el	uso	del	parque	en	sí	mismo,	pero	no	afectó	el	

contexto	urbano.	

	

Sin	 embargo,	 en	 ambas	 formas,	 cuadrangular	 (parque)	 y	 circular	 (rotonda),	 las	 ocupaciones	

realizaron	acciones	sincronizadas	e	intermitentes,	donde	la	comunicación	dentro	del	espacio	físico	

y	 virtual	 fue	 el	 conductor	 de	 la	 amplificación	 de	 las	 ocupaciones.	 Estos	 eventos	 incluyeron	

condiciones	arquitectónicas	a	las	cuales	se	las	denominó	como	archievents,	 las	cuales	visibilizaron	

no	ser	escenarios	de	protesta	pero	espacios	vivos	que	requerían	una	producción	espacial	y	social	

por	medio	de	una	arquitectura	ad-hoc	elaborada	con	objetos	disidentes.	Durante	estos	archievents,	

los	 recursos	 eran	 limitados	 pero	 las	 emociones	 eran	 altas,	 por	 lo	 que	 se	 llegó	 a	 alterar	 los	

parámetros	de	diseño,	presentando	el	momento	en	el	que	la	intimidad	y	comunidad	actuaron	como	

un	 solo	 cuerpo	 cuando	 se	 encontraban	 inmersas	 en	 escenarios	 caóticos	 y	 conflictivos.	 Este	

momentum	 de	 disrupción	 en	 el	 paisaje	 arquitectónico	 urbano	 generó	 acciones	 inmediatas	 de	

adaptación	y	prácticas	radicales,	y	múltiples	micro-ocupaciones	que	redistribuyeron	el	sentido	de	

cuando	 las	 materialidades	 de	 los	 cuerpos,	 de	 las	 "experiencias	 sensibles-inteligibles"	 (Rancière	

2004)	estaban	en	tensión	con	el	entorno	construido.	Los	objetos	disidentes	añadieron	un	factor	al	

parentesco	 entre	 los	 esfuerzos	 artísticos	 y	 el	 descontento	 político,	 en	 el	 que	 su	 materialidad	

simbólica	junto	a	los	cuerpos,	transformó	el	paisaje	urbano	arquitectónico.	Estos	cuerpos	y	objetos	

sabotearon	las	prácticas	convencionales	y	se	convirtieron	en	parte	de	un	diseño	in-situ,	destacando	

las	nuevas	prácticas	arquitectónicas	generadas	por	cualquiera	y	por	todos.	

	

_El	espacio	virtual	formando	el	espacio	público	contemporáneo	

Uno	de	 los	 resultados	más	 importantes	de	 las	ocupaciones	producidas	en	El	Cairo,	Nueva	York	y	

Estambul	 fue	 la	 inclusión	del	 espacio	 virtual	 como	parte	del	 espacio	púbico	 físico.	Durante	 estos	

eventos,	 la	capacidad	de	producir	prácticas	espaciales	simultánea	e	 inmediatamente	colectivas	se	

realizó	 a	 través	 de	 una	 comunicación	 instantánea	 en	 redes	 sociales	 como	 Facebook	 y	 Twitter	

principalmente,	y	también	para	propagar	su	energía	y	alcance	a	través	de	YouTube	y	blogs,	no	solo	

en	 dichas	 localidades	 sino	 también	 alrededor	 el	 mundo.	 En	 este	 sentido,	 videos,	 imágenes,	
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fotografías,	 publicaciones,	 testimonios	 y	 datos	 se	 volvieron	 virales,	 formando	 redes	 cognitivas	 y	

afectivas.	Además,	produjeron	una	resonancia	que	se	adaptó	a	las	condiciones	específicas	y	generó	

herramientas	 en	 tiempo	 real	 in-situ.	 A	 partir	 de	 este	 momento,	 el	 espacio	 virtual	 dejó	 de	

considerarse	como	un	elemento	diferente	sino	como	parte	de	un	único	espacio,	el	espacio	público	

contemporáneo.	

Por	 otro	 lado,	 estas	 ocupaciones	 también	 demostraron	 la	 innegable	 necesidad	 de	 reunirse	

físicamente	en	el	espacio	público	y	ser	visibles.	La	ocupación	sincronizada	en	el	espacio	virtual	y	

físico	mostró	que	estos	dos	factores	ya	no	se	podían	identificar	como	independientes,	sino	que	se	

los	 consideraba	 como	 un	 único	 espacio	 que	 realiza	 un	 hyper	 foro	 para	 el	 público	 en	 el	 espacio	

público	contemporáneo.	

	

_La	privatización	de	los	espacios	públicos	a	través	de	regulaciones	urbanas	

Las	ocupaciones	contemporáneas	demostraron	la	importancia	y	el	poder	que	los	espacios	públicos	

y	 la	 multitud	 mantenían	 cuando	 actuaban	 juntos	 como	 un	 cuerpo	 sincronizado.	 Los	 casos	 más	

extraordinarios	ocurrieron	en	la	Revolución	Árabe	con	el	derrocamiento	de	diferentes	gobiernos	y	

cambios	políticos	importantes	introducidos	en	diferentes	países.	Desde	entonces,	 las	regulaciones	

urbanas	 sobre	 el	 uso	 y	 diseño	 de	 los	 espacios	 públicos	 se	 han	 vuelto	 más	 estrictas	 y	 severas,	

dejando	 un	 camino	 angosto	 para	 actuar	 espontáneamente	 en	 estos	 espacios	 y	 haciendo	

extremadamente	difícil,	si	no	prohibitivo	por	completo,	posibles	futuras	ocupaciones.	Sin	embargo,	

esta	 situación	 se	 contrasta	 con	 otras,	 especialmente	 con	 aquellas	 que	 no	 involucran	 un	 aspecto	

político.	Por	ejemplo,	cuando	Apple	lanza	un	nuevo	iPhone,	las	personas	ocupan	espacios	públicos	

(fuera	de	las	tiendas)	durante	días,	con	tiendas	de	campaña	o	sacos	de	dormir.	En	otro	ejemplo,	en	

el	 céntrico	barrio	madrileño	 "Las	Letras",	hay	personas	que	ocupan	aceras	y	plazas	cercanas	a	 la	

basílica	de	Jesús	de	Medinaceli	durante	semanas,	especialmente	antes	del	primer	viernes	de	marzo	

de	cada	año.	

	

Por	lo	tanto,	estas	regulaciones	tienen	la	intención	de	prohibir,	o	al	menos	controlar	por	completo,	

la	reunión	social	con	fines	políticos.	Uno	de	los	métodos	que	los	gobiernos	locales	han	aplicado	en	

diferentes	 ciudades	 es	 la	 privatización	 de	 espacios	 públicos,	 basada	 en	 las	 reglamentaciones	 de	

"Espacio	Público	de	Propietario	Privado"	[Privately	Owned	Public	Space]	creadas	por	la	ciudad	de	

Nueva	York	en	1961.	Esta	regulación	es	una	compensación	extra	entre	 los	gobiernos	 locales	y	 las	

promotores	privados,	a	quienes	se	 les	concede	el	derecho	de	construir	edificios	más	grandes	y/o	

más	 altos	 que	 los	 permitidos	 oficialmente.	 Al	 aceptar	 esta	 bonificación,	 los	 promotores	 privados	

deben	 proporcionar	 un	 espacio	 de	 uso	 público,	 que	 permanezca	 en	 propiedad	 privada	 pero	 que	

debe	ser	utilizado	por	todos	los	miembros	del	público	en	cualquier	momento.	En	este	sentido,	OWS	

y	el	Umbrella	Movement	especialmente,	hicieron	visible	la	situación	de	una	privatización	general	de	

los	espacios	públicos	en	los	centros	de	las	ciudades,	pero	también	impulsaron	la	implementación	de	

esta	regulación	en	más	ciudades.	



 
	

364	

	

Desde	 2011,	 ha	 habido	 una	 serie	 de	 organizaciones	 y	 reglamentos	 que	 tienen	 la	 intención	 de	

controlar	más	espacios	públicos.	Ese	es	el	caso	del	RIBA	(Royal	 Institute	of	British	Architects)	que	

junto	 con	 el	 Ministerio	 del	 Interior	 y	 la	 Oficina	 Nacional	 de	 Seguridad	 Contra	 el	 Terrorismo,	

desarrollaron	un	manual	de	guía	sobre	 los	espacios	públicos	bajo	 la	etiqueta	de	seguridad	contra	

los	ataques	terroristas.	En	este	manual,	hay	una	serie	de	pautas	para	el	diseño	de	espacios	públicos,	

dirigido	 a	 arquitectos	 y	 planificadores,	 poniendo	 en	 consideración	 la	 ubicación	 de	 elementos	

urbanos	 en	 áreas	 abiertas	 con	 el	 fin	 de	 evitar	 reuniones	 masivas,	 incluir	 edificios	 con	 fines	

comerciales	 y	 estar	 compuesto	 por	 fachadas	 de	 vidrio	 para	 tener	 una	 observación	 visual	 más	

amplia	 hacia	 el	 exterior,	 reemplazar	 vallas	 por	 bolardos	 automáticos	 y	 metálicos,	 incorporar	

diferentes	 niveles	 de	 terreno	 y	 evitar	 formas	 circulares,	 las	 cuales	 son	 áreas	 potenciales	 para	

ensamblajes,	y	así	sucesivamente.	Además	de	estos	parámetros	de	diseño,	las	regulaciones	urbanas	

de	 uso	 de	 espacios	 públicos	 también	 han	 sido	 modificadas,	 prohibiendo	 una	 reunión	 colectiva	

espontánea	sin	permisos	oficiales,	y	de	esta	manera	permitir	a	las	autoridades	detener	a	cualquier	

persona	 que	 permanezca	 en	 un	 espacio	 público,	 prohibir	 la	 instalación	 de	 cualquier	 tipo	 de	

estructura	liviana	sin	permisos	oficiales,	recostarse,	almacenar,	etc.	

	

Ante	 el	 hecho	 de	 que	 los	 gobiernos	 locales	 generalmente	 no	 tienen	 el	 presupuesto	 para	 crear,	

mantener	y	administrar	espacios	públicos,	las	privatizaciones	de	éstos	son	una	solución	que	podría	

funcionar	 si	 se	 aplica	 adecuadamente	 al	 contexto	 local.	 Por	 lo	 tanto,	 los	 espacios	 públicos	 en	 las	

ciudades	contemporáneas	no	consideran	solo	su	propiedad	legal,	ya	sea	pública	o	privada,	sino	que	

representan	 el	 sentido	 del	 público	 y	 lo	 público.	 En	 esta	 situación,	 las	 prácticas	 arquitectónicas	

disidentes	 desarrolladas	 durante	 las	 ocupaciones	 aparecen	 como	 oportunidades,	 herramientas	 y	

tácticas	que	activan	el	espacio	post-público.	

	

Este	es	un	espacio	que	va	más	allá	de	las	condiciones	físicas	y	legales,	y	promueve	la	producción	de	

un	 espacio	 público	 temporal	 e	 intermitente.	 El	 espacio	 post-público	 abre	 la	 discusión	 y	 las	

plataformas	para	continuar	una	investigación	relacionada	con	la	complejidad	de	estas	situaciones,	y	

actúa	como	una	oportunidad	para	transformar	los	espacios	públicos	temporales	fijos,	controlados	y	

establecidos	 a	 través	 de	 acciones	 virtuales	 y	 físicas.	 También	 muestra	 una	 intimidad	 y	 una	

comunidad	que	 activan	otras	 espacialidades,	 yendo	más	 allá	 de	 las	 relaciones	público-privadas	 y	

realizando	estrategias	de	diseño	en	modos	disidentes.	Por	estas	razones,	el	sentido	de	la	intimidad	

y	 la	 comunidad,	 y	 los	 espacios	 interiores	 y	 exteriores	 que	 se	 construyen	 en	 Tokio,	 presentan	 la	

etapa	espacial	para	llevar	a	cabo	estos	nuevos	procesos.	

	

Una	de	las	principales	características	de	estos	espacios	es	su	intermitencia,	que	dura	desde	un	par	

de	 horas	 hasta	 un	 par	 de	 días	 y,	 a	 veces,	 semanas;	 estos	 espacios	 no	 fueron	 programados,	 sino	

planeados	y	diseñados	para	revelar	la	intimidad	de	la	ocupación.	Una	comunidad	íntima	reapropió	
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un	 espacio	 y	 lo	 convirtió	 en	 una	 herramienta	 urbana	 alternativa	 que	 producía	 otros	 espacios	 a	

través	de	las	micro-ocupaciones.	Irrumpieron	en	el	orden	establecido	por	un	estado	consensual	no	

social,	reintegrando	su	carácter	disidente	como	el	"inquietante"	del	espacio	y	disertando	la	relación	

entre	 comunidad	 e	 intimidad	más	que	 entre	 lo	 público	 y	 lo	 privado.	 Los	 ocupantes	 alteraron	 los	

límites	de	lo	que	está	dentro	o	fuera,	central	o	periférico,	visible	o	invisible,	sensible	o	perceptible,	y	

otorgaron	nuevas	nociones	de	tiempo	y	espacio	colectivo	disidente.	

	

De	 esta	 manera,	 esta	 investigación	 no	 responde	 a	 todas	 las	 preguntas	 iniciales,	 pero	 a	 cambio	

formula	y	genera	más	preguntas,	y	además	abre	una	plataforma	para	continuar	una	investigación	

en	varios	aspectos	que	se	conectan	con	la	Espacialidad	Radical.	
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ANNEX	1	
	

The	Annex	1	specifies	 the	official	 list	of	cities	 involved	and	dates	 in	which	protests	of	 the	Occupy	

Movement	took	place	in	the	United	States	mainly	and	worldwide.		

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	1,	1.3	Three	events.	 
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ANNEX	2	
	
The	Annex	2	is	the	“Plan	Taksim	Square”	released	by	the	Istanbul	Metropolitan	Municipality,	2011.	

The	 Project	 was	 made	 public	 in	 September	 2011	 (Radikal	 2011).	 For	 a	 critical	 analysis	 of	 this	

project,	see	Pérouse	(laviedesidees.fr,	24	September	2013).	

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	4,	4.1.1	Dissidence	in	occupations.	Gezi/Taksim	and	the	Umbrella	

Movement.	
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TAKSİM MEYDANI YAYALAŞTIRMA PROJESİ MEGAİSTANBUL 
http://megaprojeleristanbul.com

İlgili Kurumlar İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanlığı 
http://www.ibb.gov.tr/tr-TR/Pages/Haber.aspx?NewsID=20709

Proje Alan Büyüklüğü 98.000 m²
http://gundem.milliyet.com.tr/taksim-yayalastirma-projesi/gundem/detay/1762975/default.htm

Proje Türü Meydan düzenleme

Maliyeti 51 milyon 555 bin 370 TL.
http://www.gazetecileronline.com/newsdetails/7869-/GazetecilerOnline/taksim-yayalastirma-projesi39nde-ihale-skandali

Müelli Tümaş/On Tasarım 
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/bu_projeyle_taksim_meydan_ozelligini_yitirecek-1210137

İnşaat Şirketi Kalyon GrupSanayi ve Ticaret A.Ş, Tümaş , On Tasarım 
http://www.haberturk.com/yasam/haber/770453-geri-sayim-basladi

Proje Modeli -

Güncel Durumu Taksim'e yapılacak caminin temeli atıldı.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/taksim-camisinin-temeli-atildi_156175.html

Konumu Beyoğlu

Kamuya Açıklanma

Tarihi

Ağustos 2007
http://www.ibb.gov.tr/tr-TR/Haberler/Pages/Haber.aspx?NewsID=14903

Proje Alanının Çizildiği

Kaynak

17.01.2012 tarihinde onaylanan "Beyoğlu ilçesi, Taksim Meydanı Yayalaştırma Projesi'ne ilişkin 1/1000 ölçekli koruma
amaçlı uygulama imar planı tadilatı".

ZAMAN ÇİZELGESİ

Haziran 2011 12 Haziran genel seçimleri öncesi Başbakan, Taksim Projesini açıkladı. Taksim projesinin, Başbakan Erdoğan’ın belediye başkanlığı
dönemindeki düşünceleri dikkate alınarak ve günümüz ihtiyaçlarına göre hazırlandığı belirtildi.
http://haber.gazetevatan.com/bir-cilgin-proje-de-taksime/380949/1/gündem

Başbakan Erdoğan’ın önceki gün açıkladığı Taksim Topçu Kışlası’nı yeniden inşa projesi, İstanbul 2010 Avrupa Kültür Başkenti Ajansı’nın
desteklediği ‘Hayal-et Yapılar’ adlı sergi ve kitap projesinden alıntı çıktı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/hayal_etti_gercek_olacak-1051623

Eylül 2011 İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Meclisi Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesini kabul etti.
http://www.ibb.gov.tr/tr-TR/Pages/MeclisKarari.aspx?KararID=22527

Şubat 2012 Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesine karşı sendikalar, odalar, siyasi partiler, çevre örgütleri ve dernekler Taksim Dayanışması’nı kurdu.
http://haber.sol.org.tr/kent-gundemleri/akpnin-taksim-projesine-karsi-taksim-dayanismasi-kuruldu-haberi-52230

Haziran 2012 TMMOB Mimarlar Odası, Şehir Plancıları Odası ve Peyzaj Mimarları Odası, projenin yürütmesinin durdurulması ve iptali istemiyle
dava açtı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_icin_240_gunluk_geri_sayim-1092599

Eylül 2012 Taksim Meydanı'nın araç tra�ğine kapatılarak yayalaştırılmasını amaçlayan "Taksim Meydanı Düzenleme İnşaatı" ihalesi Kalyon
İnşaat’ın kazanmasıyla sonuçlandı.
http://www.sabah.com.tr/yasam/2012/09/27/taksim-meydani-kalyona-emanet

Ekim 2012 Taksim Meydanı Yayalaştırma Çalışmalarına Başlandı.
http://www.ibb.gov.tr/tr-TR/Pages/Haber.aspx?NewsID=20709#.VF-ph_SUf5k

Kasım 2012 Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi ile ilgili önceden yeterli bilgilendirmenin yapılmaması hayatı olumsuz etkilemeye devam ediyor.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/ekonomi/turizmciler_yaya_kaldi-1106688

Taksim'deki tüneli 8 ayda bitirmeyi hede�eyen �rma kurul kararı gereği iş makinelerini durdurarak, inşaat alanı önce elle kazacak.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_elle_kazilacak-1107281

Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanı Topbaş, Taksim Meydanı'na yapılacak Topçu Kışlası'nın içine yerleştirilecek olan buz patenini projesinin devam
ettiğini açıkladı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/topbas_dogrladi_gezi_parki_buz_kesecek-1107108

Taksim yayalaştırma projesinde cumhuriyet caddesine yapılacak tünel için iş makineleri bu sabahtan itibaren kazmaya başladı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_elle_degil_makineyle_kaziliyor-1107526

Yayalaştırma çalışması için Taksim Meydanı'na çıkan engelli asansörü süresiz olarak kapatıldı. Tekerlekli sandalyeyle Taksim'de metrodan inip
meydana çıkılması bir saat sürdü.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/hayat/bu_da_engelli_taksim_maratonu-1107600
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Yayalaştırma projesinin hayatı felç ettiği Taksim'de meydan ile Cumhuriyet Caddesi girişine yapılan 70 metrelik üst geçit açıldı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_ust_gecidi_acildi-1109421

Aralık 2012 Topçu Kışlası inşaatının başlatılmaması ve Gezi Parkı'nın korunması için toplanan 46 bin 500 imza kurula teslim edildi. Projeye halen
onay vermeyen kurulun, kararı bekleniyor.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezi_parki_icin_46500_imza-1112627

Ocak 2013 Topçu Kışlası Projesi, II Numaralı Koruma Kurulu'nca "kamu yararına aykırı" denerek reddedildi.
http://bianet.org/bianet/toplum/154649-yayalastirma-projesi-nin-koruma-kurulu-kararina-da-iptal

Şubat 2013 Taksim Gezi Parkı'nı Asker Ocağı Caddesi üzerinden karşıya bağlayan ve Prof. Henri Prost tarafından tasarlanan 70 yıllık yaya köprüsü,
İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi tarafından yıkıldı.
http://bianet.org/bianet/kent/144303-gezi-parki-nin-70-yillik-koprusunu-yiktilar

Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi'nin en önemli ayağı Topçu Kışlası'na Kültür ve Tabiat Varlıklarını Koruma Yüksek Kurulu'ndan onay çıktı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_topcu_kislasi_icin_son_karar_verildi-1123242

İstanbul 2 No'u Kültür Varlıklarını Koruma Kurulu, Taksim'deki yayalaştırma çalışmaları sırasında ortaya çıkan tonozlu yapı ile ilgili kararını verdi:
İstanbul Arkeoloji Müzesi bu bölgedeki kazıyı elle yaparak eseri ortaya çıkarsın.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/kultur_varliklarini_koruma_kurulu_taksim_elle_kazilsin-1123182

Mart 2013 Taksim Meydanı yayalaştırma projesi kapsamında devam eden inşaat sırasında Cumhuriyet caddesi üzerinde bulunan kalıntılar için
İstanbul 2 Nolu Kültür Varlıklarını Koruma Kurulu ‘kaldırılsın’ kararı verdi.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_karari_kalintilar_kaldirilsin-1124166

Taksim Meydanı Yayalaştırma Projesi ve Topçu Kışlası'na karşı sanatçıların da içinde yer aldığı Taksim Gezi Parkı Koruma ve Güzelleştirme Derneği
kuruldu.
http://www.bianet.org/english/toplum/145126-reddin-reddini-reddediyoruz

Nisan 2013 Yayalaştırma ve inşaat çalışmaları sebebiyle Taksim Meydanı’nda 1 Mayıs mitingine izin verilmeyeceği açıklandı.
http://www.zaman.com.tr/gundem_tadilat-nedeni-ile-taksim-1-mayis-torenlerine-kapali_2080003.html

Mayıs 2013 Başbakan Erdoğan bundan sonra herkesin neresi gösterildiyse orada miting yapacağını söyledi:Taksim ve Kadıköy’de miting yok.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/politika/basbakan_bundan_sonra_taksimde_kadikoyde_miting_yok-1132168

Taksim Meydanı Yayalaştırma Projesi kapsamında, yol inşaatı yapımı gerekçesiyle ağaçların yıkılması Taksim Dayanışması Bileşenleri tarafından
protesto edildi. Saat 19.00'da park içinde toplanan yaklaşık 500 kişi park içine çadır kurdu.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_gezi_parkinda_nobete_devam-1135395

Taksim Gezi Parkı'nda gece yarısı başlayan yıkım çalışmalarına karşı, bölgenin kamusal alan olarak kalmasını talep eden ve gece çadır kurarak
direnişe geçen gruba polis müdahale etti.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/arama/aranan=taksim_yayala%C5%9Ft%C4%B1rma&siralama=tarihe_gore_azalan-13/

Taksim Gezi Parkı'nda iş makineleriyle yapılan çalışmalara karşı 3 gündür nöbet tutan gruba polis sabaha karşı saat 05.00 civarında yeniden
müdahale etti.
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/23396499.asp

Taksim Gezi Parkı'ndaki ağaçların kesimine karşı 27 Mayıs'tan beri nöbet tutan gruba polis bu sabah 05.00’da yine gaz ile saldırdı. Direnişçiler
İstiklal Caddesi girişinde 6:30'dan 8.00'a dek polisin TOMA ve biber gazlı saldırısıyla karşılaştı. Saat 10.00’da Taksim Dayanışması'nın çağrısıyla
Divan Otel önünde basın açıklaması yapıldı. Polisin kesintisiz saldırılarına rağmen yüzlerce kişi 13.00 civarında Taksim Meydanı'nda toplandı. Gezi
Parkı merdivenlerinde saat 19.00’da toplanma çağrısı yapıldı ancak Taksim Meydanı 17.00 itibarıyla araçların girişine yasaklandı, metro
Osmanbey’de son buluyor, fünikülerler kapandı, Kadıköy iskelelerinde çanta aranıyor.
http://www.bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/147053-polis-gezi-ye-yine-saldirdi

http://www.bianet.org/bianet/toplum/147055-gezi-parki-ni-istiklal-de-savundular

http://www.bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/147080-polis-saldiriyor-halk-tepkili

http://www.bianet.org/bianet/kent/147085-taksim-e-ulasim-engeli

İstanbul 6. İdare Mahkemesi, Taksim'de Gezi Parkı'na yapılması planlanan Topçu Kışlası Projesi hakkında yürütmeyi durdurma kararı verdi.
http://www.bianet.org/bianet/toplum/147093-mahkeme-topcu-kislasi-nin-yurutmesini-durdurdu

Haziran 2013 Gezi Parkı için İstanbul ve çevresinde günlerdir direnen binlerce insan polisin çekilmesiyle sonunda meydandan Gezi Parkı’na girdi.
İstanbul ve ülkenin diğer bir çok şehrinde Gezi Parkı ile başlayan direnişler devam ediyor.
http://www.bianet.org/bianet/2013/6/1

http://www.bianet.org/bianet/toplum/147105-saldirilar-ve-direnisler-turkiye-ye-yayildi

Başbakan Erdoğan, İstanbul 6. Bölge İdare Mahkemesi'nin Topçu Kışlası projesiyle ilgili yürütmeyi durdurma kararını eleştirdi: "Projeyi mi ilan ettik.
Ne oldu da geldin akşam saatinde açıklama yapıyorsun..."
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/basbakan_erdogan_topcu_kislasina_dur_diyen_mahkemeye_itiraz_hakki_var-1135876

Erdoğan, Taksim'e Topçu Kışlası'nın yanında iki proje daha yapılacağını belirterek "AKM inşallah yıkılacak. Muhteşem bir opera olarak kültür
merkezi yapacağız. Evet cami de yapacağız. Ben bunun iznini gidip de birkaç çapulcudan alacak değilim" dedi.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/politika/erdogan_akm_yikilacak_taksime_cami_de_yapilacak-1135947

Başbakanvekili Bülent Arınç'la görüşen 'Gezi Parkı direnişçileri' taleplerini hükümete ve kamuoyuna duyurdu. Eylemcilerin 6 talebinin ilki, Gezi
Parkı'nda hiçbir yapılaşma olmayacağının resmen açıklanması.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezi_parki_direniscileri_taleplerini_acikladi-1136367

1. İdare Mahkemesi Gezi Parkı’nda yapılaşmanın önünü açan 1/1000 ve 1/5000 ölçekli imar planlarını iptal etti.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/topcu_kislasi_onayi_uygundur-1180789
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İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanı Kadir Topbaş da Taksim Meydanı'nda ağaçlandırma düşündüklerini Başbakan Erdoğan'la da bu konuda
anlaştıklarını açıkladı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/kadir_topbas_avmden_gina_geldi_mackaya_kadar_park_olabilir-1136794

Başbakan Erdoğan ve 11 kişilik Gezi Parkı heyetinin yaklaşık 5 saat süren görüşmesi bitti. Görüşmede Başbakan Erdoğan, Gezi Parkı için
referanduma gidebileceklerini açıkladı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/hukumet_gezi_parki_icin_referanduma_gidecek-1137375

Gezi Parkı için ‘plebisit’ yapılacağı tartışmaları sürerken, Erdoğan “Yargı kararını bekleyeceğiz” açıklamasını yaptı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezi_davalarinda_son_durum_ne-1137511

Gezi Parkı ile ilgili Başbakanlık'ta görüşmeler yapıldı. Görüşmeye 8 sanatçının yanı sıra Taksim Dayanışma üyeleri katıldı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/politika/erdoganlardan_ailecek_gezi_mesaisi-1137548

Gezi Parkı haftaya çadırlı eylemciler yerine yüzlerce polis ve belediye çalışanıyla başladı. Olayların 21. gününde park halka kapalıydı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezideki_cicekler_polis_nezaretinde-1138038

6. Bölge İdare Mahkemesi’nin parkla ilgili yürütmeyi durdurma kararına rağmen İBB’ye ait dozerler yıkım çalışmalarına devam etti.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksimde_dozerler_yeniden_yikima_basladi-1139125

Temmuz 2013 Gezi Parkı'nda 'Topçu Kışlası' yapılmasına olanak tanıyan Kültür ve Tabiat Varlıklarını Koruma Yüksek Kurulu kararı için verilen
yürütmeyi durdurma kararı Bölge İdare Mahkemesi tarafından kaldırıldı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezi_parkinda_insaat_icin_yurutmeyi_durdurma_karari_kaldirildi-1142823

Ağustos 2013 Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi 1. Etabı'nın tamamlanmasının ardından Sıraselviler Caddesi araç trağine çift yönlü açılacak. Bu
kapsamda Atatürk Kültür Merkezi (AKM) önünde yol genişletme çalışmaları başlatıldı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_yayalastirma_projesi_basladi-1148099

Eylül 2013 Taksim Meydanı yayalaştırma çalışmaları kapsamında Gezi Parkı’nın önünden geçen, otobüs duraklarının bulunduğu yol tamamen
trağe kapatıldı.
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/24633614.asp

Taksim yayalaştırma projesi tamamlandı. Tarlabaşı Bulvarı – Cumhuriyet Caddesi araç traği yer altına alınarak bu bölge yayalaştırıldı. Toplamda
98 bin metrekare, yayalaştırıldı.
http://www.trthaber.com/foto-galeri/taksim-yayalastirma-projesi-tamamlandi/5097.html

http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/yeni_taksim-1150718

İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanı (İBB) Kadir Topbaş Taksim'in yayalaştırılması projesi ile ilgili olarak, "Esasında meydanlarda ağaç olmaz. Ama
bizim insanlarımız meydanda da ağaç istiyor." dedi.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/meydanlarda_agac_olmaz-1151153

Ekim 2013 Yayalaştırma projesi kapsamında trağin yeraltına alındığı Taksim Meydanı göle döndü.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim_meydani_gole_dondu-1153784

Mart 2014 Gezi Parkı Koruma ve Güzelleştirme Derneği’nin ‘Topçu Kışlası’ projesine Yüksek Kurul’da verilen onayın iptal edilmesi için açtığı dava,
İstanbul 6. İdare Mahkemesi’nce reddedildi.
http://haber.sol.org.tr/kent-gundemleri/mahkeme-gezi-parkina-topcu-kislasi-uygundur-haberi-89246

Mayıs 2014 Danıştay 6. dairesi projeyi iptal etti. Bu kara projeyle ilgili son karar oldu ve yasal süreç sona erdi. Projenin büyük kısmı tamamlanmış,
ikinci etapa geçilmişti.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/gezi_parki_icin_son_karar-1190591

Danıştay, İstanbul 1. İdare Mahkemesi tarafından Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi için verdiği iptal kararını önceki gün onayladı. Alınan son kararla
sadece Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi ve tüneller değil Topçu Kışlası'nın yapılması da imkânsız hale geldi.
http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/69455/Topcu_Kislasi_projesi_tarih_oldu.html

Danıştay'ın Taksim Yayalaştırma projesine iptal kararı vermesini değerlendiren Kadir Topbaş "Orada yapılan işlem bitmiştir. Herhalde toprak
dolduracak halimiz yok. Öyle de bir karar değil zaten. Proje gerçekleşmiştir. Hayata geçmiştir" dedi.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/topbas_danistay_kararini_degerlendirdi_proje_hayata_gecti-1191253

Eylül 2014 Beyoğlu'ndan sorumlu koruma kurulu, İBB'nin hazırlattığı 'Taksim Meydanı düzenleme projesi'ni onayladı. Tümaş ve On Tasarım
rmalarının imzasının yer aldığı proje raporunda, Taksim’e bu proje sayesinde "bir kent meydanı olma özelliği" getirildiği öne sürüldü.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/bu_projeyle_taksim_meydan_ozelligini_yitirecek-1210137

Kasım 2014 İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi 2015- 2019 yılı Stratejik Planında ve 2015 performans yatırım planlarında “Taksim Meydanı Kentsel
Tasarım ve Taksim Kışlası Restitüsyon Yeni Kullanım” projesi yer aldı.
http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/142777/AKP_nin__Gezi__inadi_bitmiyor___Kisla__icin_butceden_pay.html

Ocak 2015 Beyoğlu Belediye Başkanı Ahmet Misbah Demircan, İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi'nin Taksim Meydanı'nın düzenlenmesine
ilkbaharda başlayacağını belirtti.
http://ilerihaber.org/taksim-meydan-projesi-ilkbaharda-basliyor/9187/

Mart 2015 Taksim Meydanı Düzenleme Projesi'nin, Nisan ayında İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi tarafından başlatılacağı açıklandı.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/taksim-meydani-duzenleme-projesi-basliyor_129690.html

Nisan 2015 İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanı Kadir Topbaş Mayıs ayı içerisinde Taksim Meydan düzenlemelerinin hızlıca tamamlanacağını
belirtti.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/topbas_taksim_meydan_duzenlemesi_mayista_yapilacak-1338413

Mayıs 2015 İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi 2014 yılında iptal edilen Taksim Meydanı Yayalaştırma Projesi’ne devam ediyor. Taksim Meydanı’nda iki
alan üzerinde projenin tanıtımının olduğu demir bariyerlerle çevrildi.
http://www.sendika.org/2015/05/ibbden-taksim-meydaninda-kacak-duzenleme/
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Temmuz 2015 Gezi Parkı’nda bir ağaç devrileceği gerekçesiyle İBB ekipleri tarafından kesildi. Kesim sırasında bazı yurttaşlar, “Ağaç kurtarılabilirdi
neden kesiyorsunuz” diyerek belediye çalışanlarına tepki gösterdi.
http://www.diken.com.tr/ibb-gezi-parkinda-bir-agaci-kesti-yurttaslar-kurtarilabilirdi-diyerek-tepki-gosterdi/

Danıştay 6’ncı Dairesi, ‘Topçu Kışlası’nın da içinde olduğu Taksim Yayalaştırma Projesi’ne ilişkin geçen yıl onadığı iptal kararını oy çokluğuyla
kaldırdı.
http://www.diken.com.tr/bir-yil-once-onadigi-iptal-kararini-kaldiran-danistay-geziye-topcu-kislasinin-onunu-acti/

Davayı açan Mimarlar Odası’nın avukatı Can Atalay kararın çok istisnai durumlarda verildiğini söyleyerek, “Karar oy çokluğuyla alındı. Kararı
onaylayan üyeler Erdoğan tarafından atandı” dedi.
http://www.diken.com.tr/topcu-kislasinin-onunu-acan-kararin-altinda-erdoganin-atadigi-uyelerin-imzasi-var/

Taksim Dayanışması "Tekrarlıyoruz, aklınızdan bile geçirmeyin!" başlığıyla bir basın açıklaması yaptı.
http://www.diken.com.tr/geziye-topcu-kislasi-inadina-yanit-taksim-dayanismasindan-aklinizdan-gecirmeyin/

İdare Mahkemesi tarafından verilen Beyoğlu Kentsel Sit Alanı Koruma Amaçlı Planları’nın iptaline ilişkin karar Danıştay’dan döndü. Danıştay'ın, 6.
Dairesi planların iptalini gerektirecek bir durumun oluşmadığını belirterek, bilirkişi raporunun hükme esas alınabilir teknik ve bilimsel verileri
içermediği kanaatine vardığı açıklandı.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/beyoglu-kentsel-sit-planlarina-danistay-onayi_133017.html

Eylül 2015 Danıştay 6. Dairesince Beyoğlu Koruma Amaçlı Uygulama İmar planı ile ilgili İstanbul 10. İdare Mahkemesi’nin verdiği iptal kararını
bozması üzerine Beyoğlu Belediyesi bozulan plana göre uygulama yapmaya başladı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/topcu_kislasi_yeniden-1429309

Ekim 2015 Geçen Mayıs ayında başlayan "Taksim Meydanı Düzenleme Projesi" kapsamında meydana parke taşı döşenmeye başlanmıştı. Taş
döşenen meydanda yağmur suyu kanallarının yapımının unutulduğu ortaya çıktı. Taşlar yeniden sökülüp kanallar yapılmaya başlandı.
http://www.radikal.com.tr/turkiye/taksim-projesinde-yagmur-suyu-kanallarini-unuttular-taslar-sokuluyor-1456335/

Kasım 2015 Taksim Meydanı'nda devam eden çalışmalar sırasında yapılan kazılarda insan kafatası ve kemikleri bulundu.
http://www.birgun.net/haber-detay/taksim-deki-kazida-insan-kemikleri-bulundu-95366.html

Ocak 2016 Taksim yayalaştırma projesi kapsamında inşa edilen araç tünellerinin inşasından sonra artan su baskınlarından biri de önceki gün
metronun araç tüneliyle bağlantı noktasında gerçekleşti. Tavandan bir şelale gibi akan suyu önleyemeyen İBB, çareyi tavana bir branda gererek
suyu duvar hizasından su giderine akıtmakta buldu.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/taksim-metrosunda-su-baskini_141325.html

Şubat 2016 Şubat 2013 tarihinde yıkılan ve Gezi Parkı'nı Harbiye'ye bağlayan 70 yıllık yaya köprüsünün yerine yenisini yapacağını açıkladı.
Köprünün Haziran 2016 tarihinde bitirilmesinin planlandığı açıklandı.
http://www.zaman.com.tr/gundem_gezi-parkina-yaya-ust-gecidi_2345001.html

Nisan 2016 Yayalaştırma projesinin 2. etabının Mete Caddesi'nin alt ve üst yapı imalatlarıyla başlanacağı açıklandı. 2 Nisan günü başlayacak olan
çalışmaların 31 Temmuz 2016 tarihinde bitmesi öngörülüyor.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/taksim-cevre-duzenlemesinde-2-etap-basliyor_143967.html

Haziran 2016 Cumhurbaşkanı Recep Tayyip Erdoğan,  Gezi Parkı'na Topçu Kışlasının yapılması hakkında "Cesur olacağız. Taksim Gezi Parkı'na o
tarihi eseri inşa edeceğiz. Adım atacağız, bir an önce yürüyeceğiz" dedi. 
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/cumhurbaskani-erdogandan-gezi-parki-aciklamasi_145272.html

İstanbul Büyükşehir Belediye Başkanı Kadir Topbaş, bir mimar olarak ön yargılı duruşu kabul edemediğini söyleyerek, Topçu Kışlası'nı
yapacaklarını ifade etti. Mahkeme kararlarının da yapılabileceği yönünde netleştiğini ekledi.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/kadir-topbas-topcu-kislasini-yapacagiz_146821.html

  TMMOB İstanbul İl Koordinasyon Kurulu tarafından yapılan açıklamada "Taksim'e bir kışla yapılmasına ilişkin hükmün iptali ile ilgili dava hala
sürmektedir" denildi.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/tmmobdan-topbasa-yanit-dava-devam-ediyor_146826.html

Temmuz 2016 Cumhurbaşkanı Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, darbe girişiminin ardından meydanlarda toplananlara Kısıklı'da gece saat 01.30'da  seslendi.
Erdoğan, Gezi Parkı'na yapılması planlanan Topçu Kışlası için 'isteseler de, istemeseler de yapılacak' dedi.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/erdogan-isteseler-de-istemeseler-de-yapilacak_146640.html

Şubat 2017 Mimar Şek Birkiye ve Selim Dalaman’ın imzasını taşıyan cami projesine “onay” İstanbul 2 Numaralı Kültür Varlıklarını Koruma Bölge
Kurulundan çıktı. Cami projesi, Kurul’dan, ada pafta parsel numarası ile 19 Ocak günü geçti.
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/taksim-camii-icin-kuruldan-onay-cikti-40357301

Taksim'e yapılacak caminin temeli atıldı.
http://www.yapi.com.tr/haberler/taksim-camisinin-temeli-atildi_156175.html







ANNEX	3	
	

The	Annex	 3	 includes	 the	 pamphlet	 that	 circulated	 before	 the	 Tahrir	 Square	 protest	 for	 the	 25th	

January	2011.	It	 is	a	26-page	document	[only	9	pages	were	translated	 into	English],	 that	contains	

specific	actions	about	what	protesters	might	do	during	the	occupation	and	how	to	react	if	there	are	

clashes	with	riot	police.	The	creators	of	the	pamphlet	explicitly	asked	to	distribute	it	only	through	

email,	not	by	Twitter	or	Facebook. 

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	4,	4.3.3	[De]	[Re]	territorialisation	in	the	archievent.	





٣

األهداف التكتيكية 
للعصيان اِّـدني

١- اإلستيالء على اِّـباني الحكومية الهامة.
٢- محاولة ضم أفراد الشرطة والجيش إُّـ 

     صفوف الشعب.
٣- حماية إخواننا وأخواتنا الثوار.

3

Tactical objectives
of civil 

disobedience
1. Taking over important government 

buildings

2. Attempt to include police and military 

personnel in the area in the rank 

of people

3. Protect our revolutionary 

brothers and sisters 
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٥

أين تتجه تحديداً
١- وسط البلد: مبني اإلذاعة والتليفزيون

يجب إحاطة اِّـبني من جميع الجهات ثم التسلل 
إُّـ الداخل ليتم السيطرة على البث اِّـباشر 

وإعالن مفوض من الشعب سيطرة أهل البلد 
على التليفزيون اِّـصري وتحريره من الدكتاتورية 

اِّـستبدة. (رجاء النظام والتدبري)

٥

أين تتجه تحديداً
١- وسط البلد: مبني اإلذاعة والتليفزيون

يجب إحاطة اِّـبني من جميع الجهات ثم التسلل 
إُّـ الداخل ليتم السيطرة على البث اِّـباشر 

وإعالن مفوض من الشعب سيطرة أهل البلد 
على التليفزيون اِّـصري وتحريره من الدكتاتورية 

اِّـستبدة. (رجاء النظام والتدبري)

Downtown: Radio and Television Building
The structure must be surrounded by all 

sides and then infiltrated to control the live 
broadcast and make a declaration to control 

the country by the people on Egyptian 
television and itsliberation from dictatorship

(broadcast and management)

5

Where are you 
heading specifically?



٦

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٢- مصر الجديدة: قصر الرئاسة

يجب حصار منطقة بأكملها، فيفضل السري من إتجاه 
شارع األهرام والكوربة والخليفة اِّـأمون ومنشية 
البكري. بدأً من الشوارع السكنية الصغرية حتى 

الوصول للشريان الرئيسية.

٦

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٢- مصر الجديدة: قصر الرئاسة

يجب حصار منطقة بأكملها، فيفضل السري من إتجاه 
شارع األهرام والكوربة والخليفة اِّـأمون ومنشية 
البكري. بدأً من الشوارع السكنية الصغرية حتى 

الوصول للشريان الرئيسية.

Heliopolis: The Presidential Palace
The whole area must be besieged, preferably 

the secret of direction Al-Ahram Street, 
Al-Korba, Al-Khalifa Al-Ma'moun and 

Menasheh
Bakri. Starting from the small residential 

streets until the access to the main artery.
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Where to go 
specifically - complete



٧

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٣- حلوان: نقطة شرطة اِّـشروع

والد البلد فى حلوان مش حيغلبو.

٧

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٣- حلوان: نقطة شرطة اِّـشروع

والد البلد فى حلوان مش حيغلبو.

Where to go 
specifically - complete

Helwan: police station
Head of the country in Helwan.
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٨

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٤- اِّـعادي: قسم شرطة اِّـعادي - ميدان بور سعيد

الرجاء عدم حبس أنفسكم داخل اِّـيدان، فهذا سوف 
يسهل من عملية إحتوائكم. األفضل إحاطة اِّـنطقة 

التي يقع فيها القسم كالتالي:

٨

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٤- اِّـعادي: قسم شرطة اِّـعادي - ميدان بور سعيد

الرجاء عدم حبس أنفسكم داخل اِّـيدان، فهذا سوف 
يسهل من عملية إحتوائكم. األفضل إحاطة اِّـنطقة 

التي يقع فيها القسم كالتالي:

Where to go 
specifically - complete

Counter: Police Department of Maadi - 
Port Said

Please do not imprison yourselves 
inside the field.

Make the process easier to process
where the section is as it follows:
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٩

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٥- باقي اِّـحافظات: مقر اِّـحافظة

فإذا تم اإلستيالء على مقر اِّـحافظة، فال تصبح 
اِّـحافظة تابعة للحكومة الفاسدة، بل تصبح تابعة 

لشعب مصر الحر! حرروا محافظاتكم ياشعب مصر 
الباسل!

٦- حصار سلمي لكل اِّـنظمات اِّـتواطئة مع الحكومة 
     الفاسدة إلخماد نبض الشعب، مثل:

محالت فودافون الرسمية و T.E. Data (دون 
تخريب أو تدمري! سلمية!)

٩

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٥- باقي اِّـحافظات: مقر اِّـحافظة

فإذا تم اإلستيالء على مقر اِّـحافظة، فال تصبح 
اِّـحافظة تابعة للحكومة الفاسدة، بل تصبح تابعة 

لشعب مصر الحر! حرروا محافظاتكم ياشعب مصر 
الباسل!

٦- حصار سلمي لكل اِّـنظمات اِّـتواطئة مع الحكومة 
     الفاسدة إلخماد نبض الشعب، مثل:

محالت فودافون الرسمية و T.E. Data (دون 
تخريب أو تدمري! سلمية!)

٩

أين تتجه تحديداً - تكملة

٥- باقي اِّـحافظات: مقر اِّـحافظة

فإذا تم اإلستيالء على مقر اِّـحافظة، فال تصبح 
اِّـحافظة تابعة للحكومة الفاسدة، بل تصبح تابعة 

لشعب مصر الحر! حرروا محافظاتكم ياشعب مصر 
الباسل!

٦- حصار سلمي لكل اِّـنظمات اِّـتواطئة مع الحكومة 
     الفاسدة إلخماد نبض الشعب، مثل:

محالت فودافون الرسمية و T.E. Data (دون 
تخريب أو تدمري! سلمية!)

Where to go 
specifically - complete

5. Other Governorates: Governorate 
headquarters

If the county seat is taken over, it does not 
mean that the province belongs to the 

corrupt government, but it becomes 
subordinate

For the free people of Egypt! Free your 
provinces Yashab EgyptBasil!

6. A peaceful siege of all organizations 
complicit with the corrupt government

to put down the pulse of the people, such as:
Vodafone's official stores and (T.E. Data Don

Subversion or destruction, Peacefully!)
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١١

أدوات أخرى
١- عدة إسعافات أولية.

٢- أقراص لآلالم اِّـختلفة.
٣- مياه شرب.

٤- خل. فوضعه على الكوفية قد يساعد على تقليل 
     تأثريات الغازات اِّـسيلة للدموع.

٥- ليمون. إن عضيته أثناء إفراز الغازات، فهو أيضاً 
     يساعد على تقليل تأثرياتها. 

٦- كوكاكوال. نصيحة بعض الثوار األشقاء 
     َّـ تونس هي غسيل الوجه بالكوكاكوال 

     أثناء إطالق القنابل اِّـسيلة للدموع، 
     قائلني أنه يزيل اِّـفعول على الفور.

٧- بعض اِّـأكوالت الخفيفة لإلستمرار َّـ اإلعتصام.
٨- مياة بالصابون. إلستخدامها على طارات 
     اِّـدرعات إن حاولت اإلقرتاب من الحشد.

٩- أكياس بالستيك. تستطيع ملئ األكياس بسائل 
     الصابون وقذفها على طارات اِّـدرعات من على 

     بعد.

١١

أدوات أخرى
١- عدة إسعافات أولية.

٢- أقراص لآلالم اِّـختلفة.
٣- مياه شرب.

٤- خل. فوضعه على الكوفية قد يساعد على تقليل 
     تأثريات الغازات اِّـسيلة للدموع.

٥- ليمون. إن عضيته أثناء إفراز الغازات، فهو أيضاً 
     يساعد على تقليل تأثرياتها. 

٦- كوكاكوال. نصيحة بعض الثوار األشقاء 
     َّـ تونس هي غسيل الوجه بالكوكاكوال 

     أثناء إطالق القنابل اِّـسيلة للدموع، 
     قائلني أنه يزيل اِّـفعول على الفور.

٧- بعض اِّـأكوالت الخفيفة لإلستمرار َّـ اإلعتصام.
٨- مياة بالصابون. إلستخدامها على طارات 
     اِّـدرعات إن حاولت اإلقرتاب من الحشد.

٩- أكياس بالستيك. تستطيع ملئ األكياس بسائل 
     الصابون وقذفها على طارات اِّـدرعات من على 

     بعد.

Other tools

1. Several first aid kits
2. Dishes for different ladders

3. Drinking water
4. Vinegar. Putting it on the kaffiyeh may help 

to reduce effects of tear gas
5 - Lemon. Pure during the effect of tear gas, 

it is also helps to reduce their effects
6. RECOMMENDATIONS: Some of the 

revolutionary brothers in Tunisia, covered 
their face with cocoa

during the firing of tear gas,
it has to be taken off immediately

7. Some light foods to continue the sit-in
8. Water with soap for use on tires

Try to borrow from the crowd
9. Plastic bags. You can fill the bags with 

liquid soap and throw it on the shields of the 
tank at a close distance

11
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١٤

التكتيك الجماعي
١- بعد صالة الجمعة، الخروج إُّـ الشوارع َّـ 

     صفوف منظمة حاملني الورد والزهور.

     بدون هتاف وبدون شعرات. السري َّـ صفوف 
     منظمة (شبيهة بالصالة)، ونكمل حتى الوصول  

     ألهدافنا (أهم مبنى حكومي َّـ منطقتك)

١٤

التكتيك الجماعي
١- بعد صالة الجمعة، الخروج إُّـ الشوارع َّـ 

     صفوف منظمة حاملني الورد والزهور.

     بدون هتاف وبدون شعرات. السري َّـ صفوف 
     منظمة (شبيهة بالصالة)، ونكمل حتى الوصول  

     ألهدافنا (أهم مبنى حكومي َّـ منطقتك)

Group tactics

1. After the Friday lounge, exit to the streets
with roses and flowers.

Without cheering and without
organization (similar to the lounge), and arrive to 

the gathering place until fulfil our goals (in the 
most important government building in 

your area).
14



١٥

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٢- يجب خروج كل الناس إُّـ الشارع. افراد األمن 
مايهونش عليهم يعورو أمهاتهم وإخواتهم ؤأطفالهم.

٣- إذ منعونا قوات أمن الدولة من تكملة اِّـسرية، 
     فلنبدأ بالهتاف اإليجابي، مثل «تحيى مصر» أو    

     «يسقط الظلم والفساد» ونحاول إخرتاق 
     حواجزهم.

٤- إذ بدئو بالضرب، فعلى الصفوف األمامية الرجوع 
     خصوتان (بهدوء). أما الصفوف الخلفية فعليها 
     بإخراج الدرع والدوكو إلخرتاق الحاجز. النظام 

     مهم.

١٥

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٢- يجب خروج كل الناس إُّـ الشارع. افراد األمن 
مايهونش عليهم يعورو أمهاتهم وإخواتهم ؤأطفالهم.

٣- إذ منعونا قوات أمن الدولة من تكملة اِّـسرية، 
     فلنبدأ بالهتاف اإليجابي، مثل «تحيى مصر» أو    

     «يسقط الظلم والفساد» ونحاول إخرتاق 
     حواجزهم.

٤- إذ بدئو بالضرب، فعلى الصفوف األمامية الرجوع 
     خصوتان (بهدوء). أما الصفوف الخلفية فعليها 
     بإخراج الدرع والدوكو إلخرتاق الحاجز. النظام 

     مهم.

Group tactics - 
complementary

2. All people must go out into the street
Mayhews have their mothers, sisters, and 

children.
3. As the State Security Forces prevented us 

from completing Masriya, let us begin with 
positive cheers, such as "Revive Egypt" or

«Down with injustice and corruption» and try to 
break barriers.

4. When they start beating, the front rows 
should be turned back to Khasutan (calmly). 

The back rows are on them yo remove the 
shield and the doku to break important barriers.

15



١٦

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٥- يتم اإلخرتاق بتنسيق دفع صفوف األمن. يمكن 
     هذا بتخطيط ٣ دفعات تمهيدية مع الحشد 

     ثم دفعة رابعة وأخرية َّـ منتهى القوة، فتتفاجأ 
     بها القوات األمنية.

٦- عندما تبدأ الهتافات فال عليها اإليقاف أبداً. 
     يفضل اإللتزام بهتاف واحد أو إثنني بالكتري 
     (هتافات بسيطة) كي يسمعها الكل بوضوح 

     ويرددونها بسهولة.

٧- كلما إقرتب الحشد من صفوف األمن اِّـركزي، 
     كلما قل إستطاعتهم إلطالق القنابل اِّـسيلة 

     للدموع. (وزاد تأثرينا عليهم)

٨- َّـ حالة قذفهم للقنابل اِّـسيلة للدموع، 
     فباهللا عليكك إثبت وإلتزم الهدوء، فالهلع يزيد 

     من إستنشاقك للدخان. 

١٦

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٥- يتم اإلخرتاق بتنسيق دفع صفوف األمن. يمكن 
     هذا بتخطيط ٣ دفعات تمهيدية مع الحشد 

     ثم دفعة رابعة وأخرية َّـ منتهى القوة، فتتفاجأ 
     بها القوات األمنية.

٦- عندما تبدأ الهتافات فال عليها اإليقاف أبداً. 
     يفضل اإللتزام بهتاف واحد أو إثنني بالكتري 
     (هتافات بسيطة) كي يسمعها الكل بوضوح 

     ويرددونها بسهولة.

٧- كلما إقرتب الحشد من صفوف األمن اِّـركزي، 
     كلما قل إستطاعتهم إلطالق القنابل اِّـسيلة 

     للدموع. (وزاد تأثرينا عليهم)

٨- َّـ حالة قذفهم للقنابل اِّـسيلة للدموع، 
     فباهللا عليكك إثبت وإلتزم الهدوء، فالهلع يزيد 

     من إستنشاقك للدخان. 

Group tactics - 
complementary

5. The security rows are separated by their 
lines. A 3 introductory batches with the crowd 

should push these lines. Then a fourth and final 
push (the strongest one) could surprise the 

Security forces.
6. When cheers begin, they should never stop.

It is preferable to observe one or two liters of 
alcohol (simple cheers) so that everyone can 

hear them clearly. They chant it easily.
7. Whenever the crowd is recruited from the 

ranks of the Central Security, the less they are 
able to launch the bombs to tears.

8. In case of throwing tear gas, you have to keep 
calm, when panic increases you are easier to 

inhaler smoke.

16



١٧

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٩- إذا سمعت صوت قصف، ال تفر. إصمد َّـ   
     الصف ولكن ببساطة إرفع الدرع (غطاء الحلة) 

     فوق رأسك وستكون َّـ أمان.
     ودائما كن على علم أن تأثريها 

     مؤقت جداً.

١٠- ياريت حد من أبطالنا يمسك صفيحة القنبلة 
        ويقوم بقذفها على األمن اِّـركزي تاني (يفضل 

        إرتداء الجوانتي). 

١٧

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٩- إذا سمعت صوت قصف، ال تفر. إصمد َّـ   
     الصف ولكن ببساطة إرفع الدرع (غطاء الحلة) 

     فوق رأسك وستكون َّـ أمان.
     ودائما كن على علم أن تأثريها 

     مؤقت جداً.

١٠- ياريت حد من أبطالنا يمسك صفيحة القنبلة 
        ويقوم بقذفها على األمن اِّـركزي تاني (يفضل 

        إرتداء الجوانتي). 

Group tactics - 
complementary

9. If you hear the sound of shelling, do not 
escape. Row but simply lift the shield (Hilla 
cover) over your head and you will be safe. 

Always be aware that 
its impact is 

temporary.

10 - Limit the number of people holding the bomb 
plate. They are usually thrown at central security 

(preferably wearing gloves).

17



١٨

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

١١- أهم شيء حماية بعضنا البعض. كله يخلّي باله 
        من واحد جنبه.

١٢- عادة يرتك األمن اِّـركزي ثغرات صغرية ِّـنح 
       بعض األفراد القالئل اِّـرور. يمكننا إستغالل 

       هذا للتسلل وراء صفوفهم، وحسارهم 
       واإلستيالء على سالحهم ودروعهم. 

١٨

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

١١- أهم شيء حماية بعضنا البعض. كله يخلّي باله 
        من واحد جنبه.

١٢- عادة يرتك األمن اِّـركزي ثغرات صغرية ِّـنح 
       بعض األفراد القالئل اِّـرور. يمكننا إستغالل 

       هذا للتسلل وراء صفوفهم، وحسارهم 
       واإلستيالء على سالحهم ودروعهم. 

Group tactics - 
complementary

11 - The most important thing is to protect each 
other from one side.

12. Central security usually leaves small gaps for 
grants. Some people can pass to sneak out behind 

their ranks, and hold them
and take over their weapons and armor.

18



١٩

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

١٣- إنقاظ الزمالء أهم من توجيه الضرب لألمن 
        اِّـركزي.

١٤- ال للتكسري وال للتخريب

١٥ - نادي إُّـ اِّـتفرجني لإلنضمام إُّـ صفوف 
         الحرية.

١٦- توزيع اِّـهام اِّـختلفة بني صفوف الكتيبة 
        اِّـختلفة.

١٧- أعلم أن العمارات هي بمثابة أبراج رصد 
       ومراقبة لصالح الحركة الشعبية.

١٨- ال ترتك أي فرد من أفراد الشرطة للتسلل 
       وسط الحشد الشعبي. حتى وإن إنضمو 

       للحركة، يجب إبقائهم عند الصفوف الخارجية.

١٩- ال تكن سلبي بال جدوى.

١٩

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

١٣- إنقاظ الزمالء أهم من توجيه الضرب لألمن 
        اِّـركزي.

١٤- ال للتكسري وال للتخريب

١٥ - نادي إُّـ اِّـتفرجني لإلنضمام إُّـ صفوف 
         الحرية.

١٦- توزيع اِّـهام اِّـختلفة بني صفوف الكتيبة 
        اِّـختلفة.

١٧- أعلم أن العمارات هي بمثابة أبراج رصد 
       ومراقبة لصالح الحركة الشعبية.

١٨- ال ترتك أي فرد من أفراد الشرطة للتسلل 
       وسط الحشد الشعبي. حتى وإن إنضمو 

       للحركة، يجب إبقائهم عند الصفوف الخارجية.

١٩- ال تكن سلبي بال جدوى.

Group tactics - 
complementary

13. Remaining colleagues are more important 
than beatings for Central Bank.

14. Do not break or vandalize
15. Club members could join the 

ranks of freedom
16. Distributing different tasks among the ranks 

of the battalion
17. Buildings are like monitoring towers
and control them in favor of the SPLM.

18. No police personnel have been allowed to 
infiltrate in the midst of the crowd

During the movement, you should keep them at 
the outer rows.

19. Don’t be negative.

19



٢٠

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٢٠ - اإلعتصام فقط بعد الوصول للهدف األعظم، 
         بعيدا عن متناول عصا األمن اِّـركزي، يمكن 
         للمواطنني الجلوس، ولكنه يفضل أال يكون 

         بشكل عشوائي.

٢٠

التكتيك الجماعي - تكملة

٢٠ - اإلعتصام فقط بعد الوصول للهدف األعظم، 
         بعيدا عن متناول عصا األمن اِّـركزي، يمكن 
         للمواطنني الجلوس، ولكنه يفضل أال يكون 

         بشكل عشوائي.

Group tactics - 
complementary

20. Sit-in only after reaching the greatest goal.
Out of the reach of the Central Security Force,

citizens sit, but preferly not in a random way.

20



٢١

اِّـشاركة الغري 
مباشرة

يمكنك أيضاً اِّـشاركة َّـ الحركة الشعبية باألساليب 
الغري مباشرة التالية:

١- رفع كلمة السر للواي فاي باِّـنازل واِّـكاتب.
٢- وضع علم مصر على اِّـحالت واِّـكاتب 

     والبالكونات والسيارات لرفع الروح اِّـعنوية.
٣- الهتاف مع الشعب ضد حكم مبارك من جميع 

     البالكونات والشبابيك!

٢١

اِّـشاركة الغري 
مباشرة

يمكنك أيضاً اِّـشاركة َّـ الحركة الشعبية باألساليب 
الغري مباشرة التالية:

١- رفع كلمة السر للواي فاي باِّـنازل واِّـكاتب.
٢- وضع علم مصر على اِّـحالت واِّـكاتب 

     والبالكونات والسيارات لرفع الروح اِّـعنوية.
٣- الهتاف مع الشعب ضد حكم مبارك من جميع 

     البالكونات والشبابيك!

Involve 
directly

You can also participate in popular movement 
with direct methods such as the following:

1. Upload your Wi-Fi password in your home and 
office.

2. Put Egypt's flag on shops and offices
balconies and cars to raise the spirit.

3. Cheer with people against the rule of 
Mubarak in all the balconies and windows!
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٢٣

الشرطة والشعب
معًا ضد الظلم!

تحيى مصر!

جبان مبارك

فني بابي دلوقتي؟

٢٣

الشرطة والشعب
معًا ضد الظلم!

تحيى مصر!

جبان مبارك

فني بابي دلوقتي؟

Funky Mubarak

Technician Babi delta
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The	Annex	4	is	the	Zoning	Resolution	(web	version)	of	the	City	of	New	York.	It	contains	the	Article	

III:	Commercial	District	Regulations,	Chapter	7	–	Special	Regulations.	Date:	24th	July	2013.	 

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	5,	5.1.1	Privately	Owned	Public	Spaces	–	POPS.		
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(10/17/07) 
 
Chapter 7 
Special Urban Design Regulations 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-10 
APPLICABILITY OF ARTICLE II, CHAPTER 6, TO DEVELOPMENTS WITH 
PRIVATE ROADS 
 
In C1 or C2 Districts mapped within R3, R4 or R5 Districts, and 
in C3 Districts, the provisions of Section 26-20 (SPECIAL 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENTS WITH PRIVATE ROADS) shall apply to 
any #zoning lot# with #buildings# accessed by #private roads#, 
except where such #zoning lot# contains #private roads# 
constructed prior to February 6, 2002. In addition, the open area 
between #buildings# and sidewalks required pursuant to Section 
26-25 need not be planted where such open areas front upon 
#commercial uses#. 
 
However, in C3A Districts located within #lower density growth 
management areas#, the provisions of 26-30 (SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR DEVELOPMENTS WITH PRIVATE ROADS IN LOWER DENSITY GROWTH 
MANAGEMENT AREAS) shall apply. 
 
 
 
(12/21/05) 
 
37-20 
SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR LOWER DENSITY GROWTH MANAGEMENT AREAS IN 
THE BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND 
 
 
 
(12/21/05) 
 
37-21 
Special Screening Requirements between Residential and Non-
Residential Uses 
 
In all C1, C2 and C4-1 Districts in the Borough of Staten Island, 
all #developments# or #enlargements# containing non-#residential 
uses# shall be screened from adjoining #zoning lots# containing 
only #residential uses# by a planting strip at least five feet 
wide along the common #side lot line#, densely planted with 

evergreen shrubs at least four feet high at time of planting and 
of a variety expected to reach a height of six feet within three 
years. No chain link fences shall be permitted. However, no such 
screening shall be required where both such #buildings# front 
upon a #street line# that forms the boundary of a #block# front 
mapped entirely as a #Commercial District#. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-30 
STREETSCAPE 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-31 
Applicability 
 
The regulations of Sections 37-30 through 37-37, inclusive, shall 
apply to any #development# occupied by #predominantly residential 
use#, constructed after April 21, 1977, located on any #zoning 
lot# within C1-8, C1-9, C2-7 C2-8, C4-6, C4-7, C5-1, C5-2, C5-4, 
C6-3, C6-4, C6-5 or C6-8 Districts, or C1 and C2 Districts mapped 
within R9 or R10 Districts. However, Sections 37-30 through 37-
37, inclusive, shall not apply within any Special Purpose 
District nor shall it apply to any #Quality Housing building#, 
except as otherwise set forth therein. 
 
An application to the Department of Buildings for a permit 
respecting any #development# shall include a plan and an 
elevation drawn to a scale of at least one-sixteenth inch to a 
foot of the new #building# and #buildings# on #contiguous lots# 
or #contiguous blocks# showing #signs#, other than #advertising 
signs#, #arcades#, #street wall# articulation, curb cuts, 
#street# trees, sidewalk paving, central refuse storage area and 
such other necessary information as may be required by the 
Commissioner of Buildings. 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-32 
Definitions 
 
Contiguous block 
 

For the purposes of Sections 37-30 through 37-37, inclusive, a 
"contiguous block" is a #block# containing one or more #zoning 
lots# separated by a #narrow street# from the #block# containing 
the #development#. 
 
Contiguous lot 
 
For the purposes of Sections 37-30 through 37-37, inclusive, a 
"contiguous lot" is a #zoning lot# which shares a common #side 
lot line# with the #zoning lot# of the #development#. 
 
Development 
 
For the purposes of Sections 37-30 through 37-37, inclusive, in 
addition to the definition of “development” pursuant to Section 
12-10 (DEFINITIONS), “development” shall also include an 
#enlargement# involving an increase in #lot coverage#. 
 
Predominantly residential use 
 
For the purposes of Sections 37-30 through 37-37, inclusive, a 
"predominantly residential use" means a #building# having a 
#residential floor area# in excess of 50 percent of the total 
#building floor area#. 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-33 
Applicability of Article II 
 
In C1-8, C1-9, C2-7, C2-8, C4-6, C4-7, C5-1, C5-2, C5-4, C6-3, 
C6-4, C6-5 and C6-8 Districts, or C1 or C2 Districts mapped 
within R9 or R10 Districts, the regulations of Article II, 
Chapter 6 (Special Urban Design Guidelines - Streetscape), shall 
apply to any #development# occupied by #predominantly residential 
use#, except as modified by the provisions of Sections 37-34 to 
37-37, inclusive, relating to Modifications to the Applicability 
of Article II, Chapter 6. The purpose of these modifications is 
to make the regulations of Article II, Chapter 6, applicable to 
#Commercial Districts#. 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-34 
Modifications to Applicability of Article II, Chapter 6 
 



In C1-8, C1-9, C2-7, C2-8, C4-6, C5-1, C5-2, C5-4, C6-3, C6-4, 
C6-5 and C6-8 Districts, or C1 or C2 Districts mapped within R9 
or R10 Districts, the regulations of Article II, Chapter 6, 
applicable to #developments# occupied by a #predominantly 
residential use# are modified by the provisions of Sections 37-35 
(Retail Continuity), 37-36 (Sign Regulations) and 37-37 (Street 
Wall Articulation). 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-35 
Retail Continuity 
 
For #buildings# with front #building# walls that are at least 50 
feet in width and front upon a #wide street#, a minimum of 50 
percent of the width of such front #building# wall shall be 
occupied at the ground floor level by #commercial uses#, as 
permitted by district regulations. 
 
In C1-8, C1-9, C2-7, C2-8, C4-6 Districts, and C1 or C2 Districts 
mapped within R9 or R10 Districts, #uses# which occupy such 50 
percent of the front #building# wall shall be limited to those 
listed in Use Groups 6A, 6C and 6F, excluding banks and loan 
offices, except that in C4-6 Districts only, such #uses# may 
additionally include those listed in Use Groups 8A, 8B and 10A. 
All #uses# permitted by the underlying district regulations are 
permitted in the remaining 50 percent of the front #building# 
wall. 
 
Such requirement of #commercial uses# for a minimum of 50 percent 
of the front #building# wall may be waived, or additional #uses# 
permitted, upon certification by the City Planning Commission to 
the Commissioner of Buildings that an adequate supply of such 
#uses# already exists at the ground floor level in the 
surrounding area. 
 
The Commission may require that an application for such 
certification of additional #uses# for a completed #building#, 
where #floor area# has been designated for occupancy for such 
#commercial uses#, establish that a good faith effort has been 
made to secure tenancy by such #uses#. 
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37-36 
Sign Regulations 

 
In addition to the applicable district regulations in C1-8, C1-9, 
C2-7, C2-8 and C4-6 Districts, and C1 or C2 Districts mapped 
within R9 or R10 Districts, all #signs#, other than #advertising 
signs# and window #signs#, shall be located in a horizontal band 
not higher than three feet, the base of which is located not 
higher than 17 feet above #curb level#. Where there is a grade 
change of at least 1.5 feet in 100 along the portion of the 
#street# upon which the #development# fronts, such signage band 
may be staggered along such #street#. 
 
When a #building# on a #contiguous lot# or #contiguous block# 
contains #accessory# business #signs# within a coordinated 
horizontal band along its #street# frontage, the signage strip 
along the #development# shall be located at the same elevation as 
the adjacent band, but in no event higher than 17 feet above 
#curb level#. Where coordinated horizontal bands exist on two 
#contiguous lots# or #contiguous blocks# on both sides of the 
#development#, the signage strip shall be located at the same 
elevation as one adjacent band, or between the elevations of the 
two. For the purpose of this Section, the elevation is measured 
from the #curb level# to the base of the signage strip. 
 
The City Planning Commission may, by certification to the 
Commissioner of Buildings, allow modifications of the 
requirements of this Section. Such modifications will be 
permitted when the Commission finds that such modifications will 
enhance the design quality of the #street wall#. 
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37-37 
Street Wall Articulation 
 
When any #building# wall which is five feet or more in height 
adjoins a sidewalk, a #public plaza# or an #arcade#, at least 50 
percent of the total surface area of such wall between #curb 
level# and 12 feet above #curb level# or to the ceiling of the 
ground floor, whichever is higher, or to the full height of the 
wall if such wall is less than 12 feet in height, shall be 
transparent. The lowest point at any point of any transparency 
that is provided to satisfy the requirements of this Section 
shall not be higher than four feet above the #curb level#. 
 
Door or window openings within such walls shall be considered as 
transparent. Such openings shall have a minimum width of two 
feet. 
 

In addition, any portion of such #building# wall, 50 feet or more 
in width, which contains no transparent element between #curb 
level# and 12 feet above #curb level# or the ceiling of the 
ground floor, whichever is higher, or to its full height if such 
wall is less than 12 feet in height, shall be covered with ivy or 
similar planting or contain artwork or be treated so as to 
provide visual relief. Plants shall be planted in soil having a 
depth of not less than 2 feet, 6 inches, and a minimum width of 
24 inches. If artwork is being used, approval by the New York 
City Design Commission shall be obtained prior to the certificate 
of occupancy being issued for the #development#. 
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37-38 
Sidewalk Widening in Certain Districts 
 
C6-3D 
 
In the district indicated, and in C1 or C2 Districts mapped 
within an R9D District, for #developments# or #enlargements# on 
#zoning lots# fronting upon #wide streets#, or fronting upon 
#narrow streets# that include an elevated rail line, sidewalks, 
with a minimum depth of 20 feet measured perpendicular to the 
curb of the #street#, shall be provided along such entire 
#street# frontages of the #zoning lot#. In locations where the 
width of the sidewalk within the #street# is less than 20 feet, a 
sidewalk widening shall be provided on the #zoning lot# so that 
the combined width of the sidewalk within the #street# and the 
sidewalk widening equals 20 feet. However, existing #buildings# 
to remain on the #zoning lot# need not be removed in order to 
comply with this requirement. All sidewalk widenings shall be 
improved to Department of Transportation standards for sidewalks, 
shall be at the same level as the adjoining public sidewalks, and 
shall be accessible to the public at all times. In addition, the 
provisions of paragraphs (f)(2) through (f)(5) of Section 37-53 
(Design Standards for Pedestrian Circulation Spaces) shall apply. 
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37-40 
OFF-STREET RELOCATION OR RENOVATION OF A SUBWAY STAIR 
 
Where a #development# or an #enlargement# is constructed on a 
#zoning lot# of 5,000 square feet or more of #lot area# that 
fronts on a portion of a sidewalk containing a stairway entrance 

or entrances into a subway station located within the #Special 
Midtown District# as listed in Section 81-46, the #Special Lower 
Manhattan District# as listed in Section 91-43, the #Special 
Downtown Brooklyn District# as listed in Section 101-43, the 
#Special Long Island City Mixed Use District# as described in 
Section 117-44, the #Special Union Square District# as listed in 
Section 118-60 and those stations listed in the following table, 
the existing entrance or entrances shall be relocated from the 
#street# onto the #zoning lot#. The new entrance or entrances* 
shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of this 
Section. 
 
A relocated subway stair or a subway stair that has been 
renovated in accordance with the provisions of Section 37-50 
(REQUIREMENTS FOR PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SPACE) may be counted as 
pedestrian circulation space pursuant to Section 37-50. 
 

 
Station 

 
Line 

 
The Bronx 
161st Street** Grand Concourse 

 
Manhattan 
8th Street Broadway-60th Street 
 
23rd Street 

 
Broadway-60th Street 

 
23rd Street 

 
Lexington Avenue 

 
28th Street 

 
Lexington Avenue 

 
33rd Street 

 
Lexington Avenue 

 
34th Street-Penn Station 

 
8th Avenue 

 
59th Street/Lexington 
Avenue-60th St. 

 
Lexington Avenue and 
Broadway-60th Street 

  
 

 
*  Provision of a new subway entrance or entrances pursuant to 

the requirements of this Section may also require 
satisfaction of additional obligations under the Americans 
for Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), including the ADA 
Accessibility Guidelines. The New York City Transit 
Authority should be consulted with regard to any such 
obligations  

 
**  Access stairways to elevated portions of a station complex 

are exempt from this requirement 
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37-41 
Standards for Location, Design and Hours of Public Accessibility 
 
In addition to the standards set forth in the current station 
planning guidelines as issued by New York City Transit, the 
following standards shall also apply: 
 
(a) Location 
 

The relocated or renovated entrance shall be immediately 
adjacent to, and accessible without any obstruction from, a 
public sidewalk or pedestrian circulation space as defined 
in Section 37-50. Any such pedestrian circulation space 
shall have a minimum horizontal dimension equal to the width 
of the relocated stairs or the minimum width of the 
pedestrian circulation space, whichever is greater. 

 
The relocated or renovated entrance may be provided within a 
#building# but shall not be enclosed by any doors. The area 
occupied by a relocated or renovated entrance within a 
#building# shall not be counted toward the #floor area# of 
the #enlargement# or #development#. 

 
(b) Design standards 
 

The relocated or renovated entrance shall have a stair width 
of at least eight feet for each run. 

 
Where two or more existing stairway entrances are being 
relocated or renovated as part of the same #development# or 
#enlargement#, the new entrance or entrances shall have 
total stair widths equal to or greater than the sum of the 
stair widths of those existing stairway entrances, but in no 
case may any stair be less than eight feet in width. 

 
The relocated entrance may be relocated within a #public 
plaza#, provided that the minimum width of each stair is ten 
feet and the queuing area of the relocated entrance is 
unobstructed and contiguous to a sidewalk or a sidewalk 
widening. A relocated entrance within a #public plaza# is a 
permitted obstruction, but shall not be subject to the 
percentage limit on permitted obstructions for a #public 
plaza#. 

 
For a relocated entrance only, the entrance shall have a 
queuing space at the top and bottom of the stairs that is at 
least eight feet wide and 15 feet long. Such queuing space 

may overlap with a #public plaza# or an #arcade# in 
accordance with the provisions of Sections 37-53 (Design 
Standards for Pedestrian Circulation Spaces) or 37-80 
(ARCADES). 

 
No stairway shall have more than 14 risers without a 
landing, and each landing shall have a minimum width equal 
to the width of the stairs, and a minimum length of five 
feet. 

 
Throughout the entire stairway entrance, including 
passageways, the minimum clear, unobstructed height shall be 
at least 7 feet, 6 inches from finished floor to finished 
ceiling, including all lighting fixtures and #signs#. 

 
The entire entrance area, including passageways, shall be 
free of obstructions of any kind, except for projecting 
information signage. 

 
The relocated entrance shall connect to an existing or 
proposed subway passageway, or shall connect, via an 
underground passageway, to a mezzanine area of the subway 
station. 

 
The below-grade portion of a relocated entrance may be 
constructed within the #street#. 

 
(c) Hours of public accessibility 
 

The relocated or renovated entrance shall be accessible to 
the public during the hours when the connected mezzanine 
area is open to the public or as otherwise approved by New 
York City Transit. 
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37-42 
Administrative Procedure for a Subway Stair Relocation or 
Renovation 
 
For any #development# or #enlargement# that is subject to the 
requirements for the relocation of a subway stair entrance or 
counts a renovated subway stair as pedestrian circulation space 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 37-50 (REQUIREMENTS 
FOR PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SPACE), inclusive, no plan shall be 
approved by the Department of Buildings and no excavation permit 
or building permit shall be issued, unless the following criteria 
are met: 

 
(a) for a relocated entrance, such plan includes a stair 

relocation plan and related documents that require: 
 

(1) construction of the new stair entrance in accordance 
with such plan; 

 
(2) demolition of above-ground elements of the existing 

entrance; 
 

(3) sealing of the existing entrance at the sidewalk level; 
and 

 
(4) maintenance of the work performed on the relocated or 

renovated entrance; or 
 
(b) for a renovated entrance, such plan includes a renovation 

plan and related documents that require: 
 

(1) renovation of the entrance in accordance with such 
plan; and 

 
(2) maintenance of the work performed on the renovated 

entrance; and 
 
(c) such plan and related documents bear New York City Transit’s 

approval; and 
 
(d) such plan is accompanied by a certified copy of an 

agreement, as recorded between New York City Transit and the 
owner for an easement on the #zoning lot# for subway-related 
use of the new stair entrance and for public access via such 
entrance to the subway station, which agreement has been 
recorded against the #zoning lot# in the Office of the 
Register of the City of New York and is accompanied by the 
Register's receipt of recordation; and 

 
(e) no permanent certificate of occupancy shall be issued for 

the #building# either altered or #developed#, as set forth 
in Section 37-40, or #enlarged#, that is subject to the 
subway stair relocation requirement or is counting a 
renovated subway stair as pedestrian circulation space in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 37-50, inclusive, 
unless and until all of the work required under paragraph 
(a) or (b) of this Section has been completed and New York 
City Transit has so certified in writing to the Department 
of Buildings. 
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37-43 
Modification of Requirements for a Relocated or Renovated Subway 
Stair 
 
The Chairperson of the City Planning Commission may, by 
certification to the Commissioner of Buildings, allow 
modifications of the requirements of Sections 37-30 
(STREETSCAPE), inclusive, and 37-41 (Standards for Location, 
Design and Hours of Public Accessibility) or 37-70 (PUBLIC 
PLAZAS) if the relocated subway stair cannot be accommodated 
without modification to these provisions. 
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37-44 
Waiver of Requirements 
 
The provisions of Section 37-40 (OFF-STREET RELOCATION OR 
RENOVATION OF A SUBWAY STAIR) may be waived by joint 
certification of New York City Transit and the Chairperson of the 
City Planning Commission that major construction problems or 
operating design considerations render the stair relocation 
infeasible. In such event, the stair relocation requirement may 
be satisfied by retention of the existing stair and the provision 
on the #zoning lot# of an open area, qualifying under the 
provisions of Section 37-50 (REQUIREMENTS FOR PEDESTRIAN 
CIRCULATION SPACE), that accommodates pedestrian traffic passing 
the existing stair entrance. 
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37-50 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SPACE 
 
All pedestrian circulation space required pursuant to the 
provisions of any special purpose district shall comply with the 
provisions of this Section, as such may be modified by the terms 
of the special district.  
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37-51 
Amount of Pedestrian Circulation Space 
 
The minimum amount of pedestrian circulation space to be provided 
for #developments# or #enlargements# shall be determined by the 
following table: 
 

MINIMUM 
PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SPACE 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
 

Size of #zoning lot# 

 
Required area of pedestrian 

circulation space 
 

5,000 to 20,000 sq. ft. 
 

1 sq. ft. per 350 sq. ft. 
of new #floor area# 

 
Above 20,000 sq. ft. 

 
1 sq. ft. per 300 sq. ft. 

of new #floor area# 
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37-52 
Types of Pedestrian Circulation Space 
 
The pedestrian circulation space provided shall be of one or more 
of the following types: an arcade, #building# entrance recess 
area, corner arcade, corner circulation space, relocation or 
renovation of a subway stair, sidewalk widening, subway station 
improvement, through #block# connection or #public plaza#. 
 
Each #zoning lot# shall be categorized as either a #corner lot#, 
#through lot# or #interior lot#, and pedestrian circulation space 
shall be provided on each #zoning lot# in at least one of the 
applicable types, or combinations of types, specified in the 
following table: 
 

PROVISION OF PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SPACE 
 ON CERTAIN TYPES OF LOTS  

 

 

Type of Pedestrian 

Circulation Space 

 
#Corner 

lot# 

 
#Through 

lot# 

 
#Interior 

lot# 
 
Arcade 

 
x 

 
x 

 
x 

 

#building# entrance 

recess area 

 

x

 
 

x

 
 

x

 

 
Corner arcade 

 
x 

 
 
 

 
 

Corner circulation 
space 

 
x  

 
 
 

 

 
Relocation or 
renovation of subway 

stair 

 
x  

 
x  

 
x  

 
Sidewalk widening 

 
x 

 
x 

 
x 

 
Subway station 

improvement 

 
x  

 
x  

 
x  

 
Through #block# 

connection 

 
x  

 
x  

 
 

 
#Public plaza# 

 
x 

 
x 

 
x 

 
Minimum design standards for each type of pedestrian circulation 
space and, where applicable, the maximum amount of each type of 
pedestrian circulation space that may be counted toward meeting 
the requirements of Section 37-51 (Amount of Pedestrian 
Circulation Space) are set forth in Section 37-53 (Design 
Standards for Pedestrian Circulation Spaces). 
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37-53 
Design Standards for Pedestrian Circulation Spaces 
 
(a) Arcade 
 

Arcades shall not be subject to the provisions of Sections 
12-10 (DEFINITIONS) and 37-80 (ARCADES). In lieu thereof, 
the provisions of this Section shall apply. 

 
An arcade is a continuous covered space that adjoins and 
extends along a #front lot line#, is at the same elevation 
as the adjoining sidewalk, is open for its entire length to 
the sidewalk except for columns and is accessible to the 
public at all times. An arcade shall be provided on the 
#wide street# frontage of a #zoning lot# of a #development# 
or #enlargement# where the #zoning lot# lies directly 
adjacent to an existing arcade on a #wide street#, except 
where an existing #building# without an arcade extends along 
a portion of the #wide street front lot line# of the #zoning 
lot# containing the #development# or #enlargement#. Where an 
arcade abuts another arcade, there shall be a clear, 

unobstructed passage between both arcades. 
 

An arcade shall meet the following requirements: 
 

(1) Dimensions 
 

An arcade with columns shall have a minimum clear width 
of 10 feet, exclusive of all columns, and a maximum 
width of 15 feet, inclusive of columns. No column width 
shall be greater than five feet. Columns shall be 
spaced along the #street# with a minimum clear width 
between columns of 15 feet. An arcade shall have a 
clear height of not less than 12 feet and not more than 
30 feet. 

 
(i)  On an #interior lot# or a #through lot# fronting 

on a #narrow street#, an arcade without columns 
is permitted only if: 

 
(a) it has a continuous, unobstructed minimum 

length of 100 feet or, with the exception of 
the width of driveways for the required 
loading berths located at the #side lot line# 
of the #zoning lot#, is unobstructed for the 
full length of the frontage of the 
#development#, whichever is greater; and 

 
(b) the entire #front lot line# shall be 

unobstructed for the same depth of the 
arcade, except for that portion of the #front 
lot line# occupied by an existing #building#.  

 
(ii)  On an #interior lot# or a #through lot# fronting 

on a #narrow street#, an arcade with columns is 
permitted only if it connects directly to an 
existing arcade on an adjacent #zoning lot#, 
matching it in width and alignment, and has a 
continuous, unobstructed minimum length beyond 
the existing adjacent arcade of at least 100 
feet or, with the exception of the width of 
driveways for the required loading berths 
located at the #side lot line# of the #zoning 
lot#, is unobstructed for the full length of the 
frontage of the #development#, whichever is 
greater. 

 
(iii) On a #corner lot# fronting on a #narrow street#, 

an arcade is permitted only if it extends for 
the full length of the #street# frontage, with 
the exception of a driveway for a required 

loading berth located at the #side lot line# of 
the #zoning lot#, or if the arcade provides 
unobstructed pedestrian flow along such entire 
frontage in combination with one or more of the 
following other spaces with which it connects at 
one or both ends: a corner arcade, a #publicly 
accessible open area#, an off-street rail mass 
transit access improvement, an intersecting 
sidewalk widening, an intersecting #street#, a 
relocated or renovated subway entrance, a 
through #block# connection or a through #block# 
galleria. 

 
(iv)  On a #wide street#, an arcade shall be permitted, 

provided that: 
 

(a) the arcade extends along the full length of 
the #street line# between intersecting 
#streets#; or 

 
(b) in the case of an arcade that occupies less 

than the entire #street# frontage between 
intersecting #streets#, on a full #block# 
front #zoning lot#, unobstructed pedestrian 
flow along the entire frontage is provided on 
the #zoning lot# by the arcade in combination 
with one or more of the following #open 
spaces# with which the arcade connects at one 
or both ends: a corner circulation space, a 
#publicly accessible open area# or an 
intersecting sidewalk widening; or 

 
(c) in the case of an arcade whose #zoning lot# 

occupies less than the entire #street# 
frontage between intersecting #streets#, the 
arcade connects with an existing arcade of 
matching width and alignment, a #publicly 
accessible open area# on an adjacent #zoning 
lot#, so that unobstructed pedestrian flow 
along the entire #block# front is provided by 
the arcade in combination with such existing 
spaces. 

 
(2) Full #block# front arcade 

 
When a #zoning lot# occupies a full #block# front, both 
ends of the arcade on that #street# frontage shall be 
open and accessible directly from the sidewalk of the 
intersecting #street# or any other qualifying 
pedestrian circulation space. 



 
(3) Permitted obstructions 

 
Except for #building# columns, and exterior wall 
thickness pursuant to Section 33-23 (Permitted 
Obstructions in Required Yards or Rear Yard 
Equivalents), an arcade shall be free from obstructions 
of any kind. 

 
(4) Specific prohibitions 

 
No vehicular driveways, except as permitted under 
paragraph (a)(1) (Dimensions) of this Section, parking 
spaces, passenger drop-offs, loading berths or trash 
storage facilities are permitted within an arcade, nor 
shall such facilities be permitted immediately adjacent 
to an arcade. 

 
(5) Illumination 

 
All existing and new arcades shall maintain a minimum 
level of illumination of not less than five horizontal 
foot candles between sunset and sunrise. 

 
(b) #Building# entrance recess area 
 

A #building# entrance recess area is a space that adjoins 
and is open to a sidewalk or sidewalk widening for its 
entire length and provides unobstructed access to the 
#building's# lobby entrance or to the entrance to a ground 
floor #use#. 

 
A #building# entrance recess area shall meet the following 
requirements: 

 
(1) Dimensions 

 
A #building# entrance recess area shall have a minimum 
length of 15 feet and a maximum length of 50 feet 
measured parallel to the #street line# at a 
#building’s# lobby entrance and a maximum length of 30 
feet parallel to the #street line# at a ground floor 
#use# entrance. It shall have a maximum depth of 15 
feet measured from the #street line# and shall have a 
minimum depth of 10 feet measured from the #street 
line#. 

 
(2) Permitted obstructions 

 
Any portion of a #building# entrance recess area under 

an overhanging portion of the #building# shall have a 
minimum clear height of 15 feet. It shall be free of 
obstructions except for exterior wall thickness 
pursuant to Section 33-23, and #building# columns, 
between any two of which there shall be a clear space 
of at least 15 feet measured parallel to the #street 
line#. Between a #building# column and a wall of the 
#building#, there shall be a clear path at least five 
feet in width. 

 
(3) Permitted overlap 

 
A #building# entrance recess area may overlap with an 
arcade, a corner arcade, a corner circulation space or 
a sidewalk widening, and may adjoin or overlap and 
connect directly without obstruction to another 
#building# entrance recess area except that, on any one 
#street# frontage, each lobby or ground floor #use# 
shall connect to only one #building# entrance recess 
area. 

 
(c) Corner arcade 
 

A corner arcade shall not be subject to the provisions of 
Sections 12-10 (DEFINITIONS) and 37-80 (ARCADES). In lieu 
thereof, a corner arcade shall be a small covered space 
adjoining the intersection of two #streets# at the same 
elevation as the adjoining sidewalk or sidewalk widening and 
directly accessible to the public at all times. 

 
A corner arcade shall meet the following requirements: 
 
 (1) Dimensions 

 
(i) a corner arcade shall have a minimum area of 200 

square feet, a minimum depth of 15 feet measured 
along a line bisecting the angle of intersecting 
#street lines#, and shall extend along both 
#street lines# for at least 15 feet but not more 
than 40 feet from the intersection of the two 
#street lines#; and 

 
(ii) the height of a corner arcade shall be not less 

than 12 feet and a clear path at least 12 feet 
wide shall be provided from one #street line# to 
another #street line#. 

 
(2) Permitted obstructions 

 
Except for #building# columns, and exterior wall 

thickness pursuant to Section 33-23, a corner arcade 
shall be free from obstructions of any kind. 

 
(3) Specific prohibitions 

 
The specific prohibitions pertaining to an arcade as 
described in paragraph (a)(4) of this Section shall 
also be applicable to a corner arcade. 

   
(4) Permitted overlap 

 
A corner arcade may overlap with an arcade; however, 
the area of overlap may only be counted once toward the 
fulfillment of the required minimum area of pedestrian 
circulation space. 

 
(d) Corner circulation space 
 

A corner circulation space is a small #open space# on a 
#zoning lot#, adjoining the intersection of two #streets#, 
at the same elevation as the adjoining sidewalk or sidewalk 
widening and directly accessible to the public at all times. 

 
A corner circulation space shall meet the following 
requirements: 

 
(1) Dimensions 

 
A corner circulation space shall have the same minimum 
dimensions as a corner arcade, as described in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this Section. 

 
(2) Permitted obstructions 

 
A corner circulation space shall be completely open to 
the sky from its lowest level, except for temporary 
elements of weather protection, such as awnings or 
canopies, provided that the total area of such elements 
does not exceed 20 percent of the area of the corner 
circulation space and that such elements and any 
attachments thereto are at least eight feet above #curb 
level#. A corner circulation space shall be clear of 
all other obstructions including, without limitation, 
door swings, #building# columns, #street# trees, 
planters, vehicle storage, parking or trash storage. 
However, exterior wall thickness may be added pursuant 
to Section 33-23. No gratings, except for drainage, 
shall be permitted. 

 
(3) #Building# entrances 

 
Entrances to ground level #uses# are permitted from a 
corner circulation space.  

 
An entrance to a #building# lobby is permitted from a 
corner circulation space, provided that the entrance is 
at no point within 20 feet of the intersection of the 
two #street lines# that bound the corner circulation 
space. 

 
(4) Permitted overlap  

 
A corner circulation space may overlap with a sidewalk 
widening. 

 
(e) Relocation or renovation of a subway stair 
 

When a #development# or #enlargement# is constructed on a 
#zoning lot# containing a relocated stairway entrance or 
entrances to a subway, or an existing stairway entrance or 
entrances to a subway, and such entrance or entrances are 
relocated or renovated in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 37-40 (OFF-STREET RELOCATION OR RENOVATION OF A 
SUBWAY STAIR), inclusive, one and one-half times the area, 
measured at #street# level, of such entrance or entrances 
may count toward meeting the pedestrian circulation space 
requirement. 

 
(f) Sidewalk widening 
 

A sidewalk widening is a continuous, paved, open area along 
the #front lot line# of a #zoning lot# at the same elevation 
as the adjoining sidewalk and directly accessible to the 
public at all times. A sidewalk widening shall be provided 
on the #wide street# frontage of a #zoning lot# of a 
#development# or #enlargement# where all existing 
#buildings# on the same #block# frontage, whether on the 
same or another #zoning lot#, provide sidewalk widenings. 

 
A sidewalk widening shall meet the following requirements: 

 
(1) Dimensions 

 
A sidewalk widening shall have a width of no less than 
five feet nor more than 10 feet measured perpendicular 
to the #street line#, and shall be contiguous along its 
entire length to a sidewalk. 

 
A sidewalk widening shall extend along the full length 
of the #front lot line# except for the portion of the 



#front lot line# interrupted by an existing #building# 
which is located at a #side lot line# or, in the case 
of a full #block# frontage, located at the intersection 
of two #streets#.  

 
A required sidewalk widening on a #wide street# shall 
connect directly to any existing adjoining sidewalk 
widening and shall extend the entire length of the 
#front lot line#.  

 
The width of such a required sidewalk widening shall 
equal that of the existing adjoining sidewalk widening. 
If there is more than one such existing sidewalk 
widening, the width of such a required sidewalk 
widening shall equal that of the existing sidewalk 
widening that is longest. 

 
A sidewalk widening is permitted on a #wide street# 
when not adjacent to an existing sidewalk widening only 
if either the sidewalk widening extends along the 
#street line# of the #wide street# for the full length 
of the #block# front, or the #zoning lot# is a #corner 
lot# and the sidewalk widening extends along the full 
length of the #street line# of the #wide street# to its 
intersection with the #street line# of the other 
#street# on which the #zoning lot# fronts.  

 
Except for the permitted interruptions, as set forth in 
paragraph (f)(2) of this Section, a sidewalk widening 
is permitted on a #narrow street# only if it has a 
length of at least 100 feet. 

 
(2) Permitted interruptions 

 
Interruptions of the continuity of a qualifying 
sidewalk widening shall be permitted only under the 
following conditions: 

 
(i)  by an arcade that has a width equal to or greater 

than the width of the sidewalk widening and 
which is directly connected to the sidewalk 
widening; 

 
(ii)  if overlapped by a corner circulation space or a 

#building# entrance recess area that permits 
uninterrupted pedestrian flow; 

 
(iii) if overlapped by a #public plaza#, provided that 

the overlapping portion of such #public plaza# 
conforms to the design standard of a sidewalk 

widening; 
 

(iv)  by an off-street subway entrance, provided such 
an entrance is located at a #side lot line# or 
is located at the intersection of two #street 
lines#; 

 
(v)  if overlapped by the queuing space of a relocated 

or renovated subway entrance, provided that the 
queuing space for the entrance leaves at least a 
five foot uninterrupted width of sidewalk 
widening along the entire length of the queuing 
space; or 

 
(vi)  by a driveway that is located at a #side lot 

line#; however, where the #zoning lot# has a 
through #block# connection, a through #block# 
galleria or a through #block public plaza# at 
such a #side lot line#, the location of its 
driveway is not restricted. The area occupied by 
the driveway, up to the width of the sidewalk 
widening, may be counted toward meeting the 
pedestrian circulation space requirement, 
provided that there shall be no change of grade 
within the area of the sidewalk widening. 

 
(3) Permitted obstructions 

 
A sidewalk widening shall be unobstructed from its 
lowest level to the sky except for those obstructions 
permitted under paragraph (f)(2) of this Section, for 
exterior wall thickness pursuant to Section 33-23, and 
for temporary elements of weather protection, such as 
awnings or canopies, provided that the total area of 
such elements, measured on the plan, does not exceed 20 
percent of the sidewalk widening area, and that such 
elements and any attachments thereto are at least eight 
feet above #curb level#. 

 
(4) Specific prohibitions 

 
No #street# trees are permitted on a sidewalk widening. 
No vehicle storage, parking or storage of trash is 
permitted on a sidewalk widening. Gratings may not 
occupy more than 50 percent of the sidewalk widening 
area nor be wider than one half the width of the 
sidewalk widening. 

 
(5) Special design treatment 

 

When one end of the sidewalk widening abuts an existing 
#building# on the #zoning lot# or an existing 
#building# on the #side lot line# of the adjacent 
#zoning lot#, design treatment of the termination of 
the sidewalk widening is required to smooth pedestrian 
flow. The portion of the sidewalk widening subject to 
design treatment, hereinafter called the transition 
area, shall not extend more than 10 feet nor less than 
five feet along the sidewalk widening from its 
termination. 

 
The transition area shall receive special design 
treatment which may include, but is not limited to, 
landscaping, sculpture or #building# transparency. The 
transition area shall be designed to effect a gradual 
change of the sidewalk widening width to match the 
#street wall# line of the existing #building# at the 
sidewalk widening’s termination. This may be 
accomplished by a curved or diagonal edge of paving 
along a landscaped bed, the use of stepped edges of the 
#building# or other architectural treatment of the 
#building# or paving which avoids an abrupt visual 
termination of the sidewalk widening. Such special 
design treatment may be considered a permitted 
obstruction. 

 
(g) Subway station improvement 
 

For #developments# or #enlargements# that are granted a 
special permit pursuant to Section 74-634 (Subway station 
improvements in Downtown Brooklyn and in Commercial 
Districts of 10 FAR and above in Manhattan), no more than 
3,000 square feet may count toward meeting the pedestrian 
circulation space requirement.  

 
(h) Through #block# connection 
 

A through #block# connection is a paved, open or enclosed 
space providing unobstructed access to the #building's# main 
lobby and connecting, in a straight, continuous, 
unobstructed path, two parallel or nearly parallel 
#streets#. 

 
Up to a maximum of 3,000 square feet of a through #block# 
connection may count toward the minimum pedestrian 
circulation space requirement. 

 
A through #block# connection shall meet the following 
requirements: 

 

(1) Location 
 

(i)   A through #block# connection shall be located at 
least 150 feet from the intersection of two 
#streets#. 

 
(ii)  Where the #zoning lot# or a portion thereof is 

directly across a #street# from, and opposite 
to, an existing through #block# connection on an 
adjacent #block# and the existing connection is 
at least 150 feet from the intersection of two 
#streets#, the alignment of the new through 
#block# connection shall overlap with that of 
the existing connection. Such existing 
connection may also be a through #block# 
galleria, through #block public plaza# or any 
through #block# circulation area with a minimum 
width of 12 feet, which is located within a 
#building#. 

 
(iii) Where there are already two through #block# 

connections located on the same #block#, a new 
through #block# connection shall not count 
toward meeting the pedestrian circulation space 
requirement. 

 
(iv)  No through #block# connection shall be permitted 

on any portion of a #zoning lot# occupied by a 
landmark or interior landmark so designated by 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission, or 
occupied by a #building# whose designation as a 
landmark or interior landmark has been 
calendared for public hearing and is pending 
before the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

 
(2) Design standards for a through #block# connection 

 
(i)  A through #block# connection shall provide a 

straight, continuous, unobstructed path at least 
15 feet wide. If covered, the clear, 
unobstructed height of a through #block# 
connection shall not be less than 15 feet. 
Exterior wall thickness, as set forth in Section 
33-23, shall be a permitted obstruction to such 
path. 

 
(ii)  At no point shall the level of a through #block# 

connection be more than five feet above or below 
#curb level#. In all cases, the through #block# 
connection must provide a clear path, accessible 



to people with disabilities, through its entire 
length. 

 
(iii)  A through #block# connection may be located 

inside or outside of a #building#. The area of a 
through #block# connection located within a 
#building# shall be counted as #floor area#. 

 
(iv)  A through #block# connection located partially or 

wholly within a #building# shall adjoin and 
connect directly to the #building's# main lobby 
via unobstructed openings with an aggregate 
width exceeding that of any other entrances to 
the lobby. 

 
(v)  A through #block# connection located wholly or 

partially outside a #building# shall provide 
unobstructed access directly to the #building's# 
main lobby through the major entrance. For the 
purposes of this Section, the major entrance 
shall be that entrance to the main lobby which 
has the greatest aggregate width of clear 
openings for access. 

 
(vi)  Any portion of a through #block# connection 

located outside a #building# shall be 
illuminated throughout with a minimum level of 
illumination of not less than five horizontal 
foot candles (lumens per candle). Such 
illumination shall be maintained throughout the 
hours of darkness. 

 
(vii)  A through #block# connection shall at a minimum 

be accessible to the public from 8:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on the days the #building# is open for 
business and shall have posted, in prominent, 
visible locations at its entrances, #signs# 
meeting the standards set forth in paragraph 
(h)(2)(viii) of this Section. 

 
(viii) A through #block# connection shall provide the 

following information for public access at each 
public entry to the through #block# connection: 

 
(a) For an unenclosed through #block# 

connection, the public access information 
shall be an entry plaque located at the 
entrance to the through #block# connection 
at each #street# frontage. The entry plaque 
shall contain: 

 
(1)  a public space symbol, provided in the 

Required Signage Symbols file at the 
Department of City Planning website, 
which is at least 14 inches square in 
dimension, has a white background, has 
a grid of four straight lines no 
greater than one-eighth inch wide and 
green in color and has a tree-shaped 
symbol as shown: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (37-53h2.8a1, 37-751a1) 
 
(2) lettering at least two inches in height 

stating "OPEN TO PUBLIC." This lettering 
shall be located within nine inches of 
the public space symbol; and 

 
(3) an international Symbol of Access for 

people with disabilities that is at 
least three inches square. 

 
The entry plaque shall be mounted with its 
center five feet above the elevation of the 
nearest walkable pavement on a wall or a 
permanent freestanding post. It shall be 
placed so that the entire entry plaque is 
obvious and directly visible without any 
obstruction, along every line of sight from 
all paths of pedestrian access to the through 
#block# connection, in a position that 
clearly identifies the entry to the 
connection. 

 
(b) For an enclosed through #block# connection or 

a portion thereof: 
 

(1) a public space symbol as described in 
paragraph (h)(2)(viii)(a) of this 
Section, not less than six inches 
square, shall be mounted with its center 
five feet above the elevation of the 

 

nearest walkable pavement; 
 

(2) lettering stating "PUBLIC ACCESS TO ____ 
STREET," indicating the opposite 
#street# to which the through #block# 
connection passes and which lettering 
shall not be less than three inches in 
height and located not more than three 
inches away from the public space 
symbol; and 

 
(3) lettering not more than two inches or 

less than one and a half inches in 
height stating "OPEN TO PUBLIC" with the 
hours and days of operation of the 
through #block# connection. This 
lettering shall be located not more than 
three inches from the public space 
symbol. 

 
The above required information shall be 
permanently affixed on the glass panel of the 
entry doors of the through #block# connection 
clearly facing the direction of pedestrian 
flow. The information shall be located not 
higher than six feet or lower than three feet 
above the level of the pedestrian path at the 
entry, and shall be in a format and color 
which will ensure legibility. 

 
(i) #Public plaza# 

 
A maximum of 30 percent of the area of a #public plaza# that 
faces a #street# intersection, or provides access to a major 
#building# entrance, may be counted toward meeting the 
pedestrian circulation space requirement. 

 
A maximum of 3,000 square feet of a through #block public 
plaza# may be counted toward meeting the pedestrian 
circulation space requirement. 
 
For all other #public plazas#, the first 10 feet of depth 
from the #street line# may be counted toward meeting the 
pedestrian circulation space requirement, provided that the 
#public plaza# conforms to the design standards of a 
sidewalk widening as set forth in paragraph (f) of this 
Section. 

 
All #public plazas# shall comply with Section 37-70 (PUBLIC 
PLAZAS), inclusive. 

 
Any area of permitted overlap between pedestrian circulation 
spaces or other amenities shall be counted only once toward 
meeting the required amount of pedestrian circulation space. 
Unobstructed access shall be provided between overlapping spaces. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-54 
Modification of Design Standards of Pedestrian Circulation Spaces 
within Existing Buildings 
 
The City Planning Commission may authorize a modification of any 
required minimum amount of pedestrian circulation space to be 
provided on #wide street# frontages and design standards, as 
indicated, for the following required pedestrian circulation 
spaces, to be provided within or under an existing #building# to 
remain on a #zoning lot#: 
 
(a) Arcade: minimum width, minimum height, obstructions, minimum 

clear width between obstructions, minimum length, column 
sizes 

 
(b) #Building# entrance recess area: minimum length, minimum 

depth from #street line#, minimum height, obstructions, 
clear space between obstructions and clear space between 
obstructions and #building# wall 

 
(c) Corner arcade or corner circulation space: minimum depth, 

minimum width of clear path, minimum height, obstructions 
 
(d) Through #block# connection: minimum width of unobstructed 

path, minimum height, through #block# level. 
 
The Commission may authorize a modification of design standards 
for pedestrian circulation spaces when the following findings are 
met: 
 
(1) a modification is needed because of the inherent constraints 

of the existing #building#; 
 
(2) the modification is limited to the minimum needed because of 

the inherent constraints of the existing #building#; and    
(3) the pedestrian circulation space as modified shall be equal 

in area, and substantially equivalent, to the required space 
in terms of quality, effectiveness and suitability for 
public use. 

 



 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-60 
PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE OPEN AREAS EXISTING PRIOR TO OCTOBER 17, 2007  
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-61 
Design Standards 
 
Design standards for #plazas#, #residential plazas# and #urban 
plazas developed# prior to October 17, 2007, are located in 
APPENDIX E of this Resolution. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-62 
Changes to Existing Publicly Accessible Open Areas 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-621 
Elimination or reduction in size of non-bonused open area 
 
Any existing open area for which a #floor area# bonus has not 
been utilized that occupies the same #zoning lot# as an existing 
#plaza#, #residential plaza# or #urban plaza#, for which a #floor 
area# bonus has been utilized, may be reduced in size or 
eliminated only upon certification of the Chairperson of the City 
Planning Commission that all bonused amenities comply with the 
standards under which such #floor area# bonus was granted. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-622 
Elimination or reduction in size of bonused open area 
 
No existing #plaza#, #residential plaza# or #urban plaza# shall 
be eliminated or reduced in size except by special permit of the 

City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 74-761 (Elimination 
or reduction in size of bonused public amenities). 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-623  
Nighttime closings 
 
The City Planning Commission may, upon application, authorize the 
closing during certain nighttime hours of an existing #plaza#, 
#residential plaza# or #urban plaza# for which a #floor area# 
bonus has been received, pursuant to Section 37-727 (Hours of 
access). 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-624  
Kiosks and open air cafes 
 
Kiosks and open air cafes may be placed within an existing 
#plaza#, #residential plaza# or #urban plaza# upon certification 
by the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission, pursuant to 
Section 37-73 (Kiosks and Open Air Cafes). 
 
 
 
(7/14/13) 
 
37-625 
Design changes 
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 74-41, design changes to 
existing #plazas#, #residential plazas# or #urban plazas# may be 
made only upon certification by the Chairperson of the City 
Planning Commission that such changes would result in a #plaza#, 
#residential plaza# or #urban plaza# that is in greater 
accordance with the standards set forth in Section 37-70 (PUBLIC 
PLAZAS), inclusive. The provisions of Section 37-78 (Compliance), 
other than paragraph (e) (Special regulations for an urban plaza 
in the Special Lower Manhattan District), shall be made 
applicable to such #plaza#, #residential plaza# or #urban plaza#.  
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 

37-70 
PUBLIC PLAZAS 
 
#Public plazas# are open areas on a #zoning lot# intended for 
public use and enjoyment. The standards contained within Sections 
37-70 through 37-78, inclusive, are intended to serve the 
following specific purposes: 
 
(a) to serve a variety of users of the #public plaza# area;  
 
(b) to provide spaces for solitary users while at the same time 

providing opportunities for social interaction for small 
groups; and 

 
(c) to provide safe spaces, with maximum visibility from the 

#street# and adjacent #buildings# and with multiple avenues 
for ingress and egress. 

 
All #public plazas# shall comply with the provisions of Section 
37-70 through 37-78, inclusive. These provisions may be modified 
pursuant to Section 74-91 (Modification of Public Plazas). 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-71 
Basic Design Criteria 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-711 
Definitions 
 
Corner public plaza 
 
A “corner public plaza” is a #public plaza# that is located on an 
intersection of two or more #streets#. 
 
 
Through block public plaza 
 
A “through block public plaza” is a #public plaza# or portion of 
a #public plaza# that is not a #corner public plaza# and that 
connects two #streets# that are parallel or within 45 degrees of 
being parallel to each other. 
 
 

 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-712 
Area dimensions 
 
A #public plaza# shall contain an area of not less than 2,000 
square feet. In no case shall spaces between existing #buildings# 
remaining on the #zoning lot# qualify as #public plazas#. In 
addition, in order to preserve the provisions relating to the 
boundaries, proportions and obstructions of #public plazas#, on 
any one #zoning lot#, an open area which does not qualify for 
bonus #floor area# may not be located between two #public 
plazas#, or between a #public plaza# and a #building# wall or 
#arcade#.  
 
Any non-bonused open area located adjacent to a #public plaza#, 
other than an open area bounding a #street line# used for 
pedestrian access, must either: 
 
(a) be separated from the #public plaza# by a buffer, such as a 

wall, decorative fence, or opaque plantings at least six 
feet in height; or 

 
(b) meet all requirements for minor portions of #public plazas# 

related to size, configuration, orientation, as specified in 
Section 37-716. 

 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-713 
Locational restrictions  
 
No #public plaza#, or portion thereof, shall be located within 
175 feet of an existing #publicly accessible open area# or 
#public park# as measured along the #street line# on which the 
existing amenity fronts if the #public plaza# is to be located on 
the same side of the #street#, or as measured along the directly 
opposite #street line# if the #public plaza# is to be located on 
the other side of the #street#. Such distance shall include the 
width of any #street# that intersects the #street# on which the 
amenity fronts. However, such location restriction may be waived 
if the #public plaza# is located directly across the #street# 
from the existing #publicly accessible open area# or #public 
park# and if the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission 
finds that the location of the #public plaza# at such location 
would create or contribute to a pedestrian circulation network 
connecting the two or more open areas. 



 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-714 
Restrictions on orientation 
 
For purposes of the orientation requirements, a "north-facing," 
"south-facing," "east-facing" or "west-facing" #street line# 
means a #street line# facing within 45 degrees of the direction 
indicated. To front on a #street# means to be contiguous to the 
#street line# or to a sidewalk widening along the #street line#. 
 
(a) Where the major portion of a #public plaza# fronts on only 

one #street line#, such major portion is not permitted to 
front on a north-facing #street line# of a #zoning lot#. 

 
(b) No major portion of a #public plaza# shall only front on a 

west-facing #street line# or an east-facing #street line# if 
the #zoning lot# also has frontage that is 40 feet or more 
in length on a south-facing #street line#. 

 
(c) A #corner public plaza# must have its major portion, as 

defined in Section 37-715, paragraph (b), front on the 
south-facing #street line#. In the case of a #zoning lot# 
having frontage on a south-facing #street line# of less than 
40 feet, or having its frontage at the intersection of a 
north-facing #street line# with either an east- or west-
facing #street line#, the major portion must front on the 
east- or west-facing #street line#. 

 
However, the orientation restrictions may be modified if the 
Chairperson of the City Planning Commission finds that the 
orientation regulations would conflict with mandatory #street 
wall# regulations or that the modifications would result in 
better access to light and air for the #public plaza#. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-715 
Requirements for major portions of public plazas 
 
The major portion of a #public plaza# is the largest area of the 
#public plaza# and the area of primary use. Major portions shall 
be generally regular in shape, easily and directly accessible 
from adjoining #buildings# and public spaces, and continuously 
visible from within all portions of the #public plaza# and from 

adjoining public spaces. Major portions shall occupy no less than 
75 percent of the total #public plaza# area. 
 
(a) All contiguous #public plaza# areas on a #zoning lot# shall 

be considered as one #public plaza#. 
 
(b) The shape and dimensions of a #public plaza# shall be such 

that all points within the major portion shall be visible 
when viewed perpendicular from each adjacent #street#. 
#Corner public plazas# that front on two #streets# that do 
not meet at a 90 degree angle must be fully visible when 
viewed perpendicular from one adjoining #street# and at 
least 50 percent of the #public plaza# must be visible when 
viewed perpendicular to the other adjoining #street#. For 
the purposes of this regulation, points that when viewed in 
plan may be joined by a straight line shall be considered 
visible one from the other; visibility between points shall 
not be affected by permitted obstructions or by changes of 
grade. Points within #public plazas# that front on three 
intersecting streets shall be treated as two #corner public 
plazas#.  

 
 The major portion of a #public plaza# shall be at least 75 

percent of the #public plaza's# total area, except that in 
the case of a #through block public plaza#, pursuant to 
Section 37-717, a line drawn within 25 feet of the midblock 
line shall divide the #through block public plaza# into two 
areas that must separately meet all requirements of the 
#public plaza# regulations. The major portion of the #public 
plaza# shall be subject to the proportional requirements set 
forth in paragraphs (c) and (d) of this Section. 

 
(c) The major portion of a #public plaza# shall have a minimum 

average width and depth of 40 feet. For #public plazas# that 
front on only one #street#, no more than 20 percent of the 
#public plaza# area may have a width of less than 40 feet. 
Dimensions shall be measured parallel and perpendicular to 
the #street line# on which the #public plaza# fronts. 

 
(d) For major portions of #public plazas#, the maximum width 

measured parallel to any one #street# shall not be greater 
than three times the average depth of the #public plaza# 
measured perpendicular to the #street line# or the average 
width measured parallel to any one #street# shall not be 
greater than three times the maximum depth of the #public 
plaza# measured perpendicular to the #street line#. 

 
 
 
(10/17/07) 

 
37-716 
Requirements for minor portions of public plazas 
 
Minor portions of #public plazas# are secondary areas that allow 
for additional flexibility in the shape and configuration of a 
#public plaza#. Minor portions shall not occupy more than 25 
percent of the total area of the #public plaza#. The width of a 
minor portion shall be measured parallel to the line separating 
the major and minor portions. The depth of a minor portion shall 
be measured perpendicular to the line separating the major and 
minor portions. The provisions of Section 37-715 (Requirements 
for major portions of public plazas) shall not apply to such 
minor portions and the following regulations shall apply: 
 
(a) The minor portion shall have a minimum average width and 

depth of 15 feet. 
 
(b) The minor portion must be directly adjacent to the major 

portion. 
 
(c) All points within the minor portion must be visible from 

within the major portion when viewed perpendicular to the 
line separating the major and minor portions. 

 
(d) The minor portion must front directly on a #street# 

adjoining the major portion, unless the minor portion has: 
 

(1) a width to depth ratio of at least 3:1; and 
 
 (2) its longest dimension contiguous with the major 

portion. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-717 
Regulations for through block public plazas 
 
#Through block public plazas# shall be treated as two #public 
plazas# separated at a line drawn within 25 feet of the midblock 
line. 
 
Where any #building# wall or walls adjoin a #through block public 
plaza# or through #block# portion of a #public plaza# and where 
such wall or walls exceed 120 feet aggregate length, a minimum 10 
foot setback at a height between 60 and 90 feet is required for 
the full length of the #building# wall. 
 

#Through block public plazas# shall contain a circulation path at 
least 10 feet in width, connecting the two #streets# on which the 
#public plaza# fronts, as specified in Section 37-723.  
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-718 
Paving  
 
The paving of the #public plaza# shall be of non-skid durable 
materials that are decorative and compatible in color and pattern 
with other design features of the #public plaza#.  
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-72 
Access and Circulation  
 
 
 
(4/30/12) 
 
37-721 
Sidewalk frontage 
 
To facilitate pedestrian access to a #public plaza#, the 
following rules shall apply to the area of the #public plaza# 
located within 15 feet of a #street line# or sidewalk widening 
line: 
 
(a) At least 50 percent of such area shall be free of 

obstructions and comply with the following provisions: 
 

(1) at least 50 percent of the #public plaza# frontage 
along each #street line# or sidewalk widening line 
shall be free of obstructions; and 

 
(2)  such unobstructed access area shall extend to a depth 

of 15 feet measured perpendicular to the #street line#. 
The width of such access area need not be contiguous 
provided that no portion of such area shall have a 
width of less than five feet measured parallel to the 
#street line#, and at least one portion of such area 
shall have a width of at least eight feet measured 
parallel to the #street line#.  

 



(b) In the remaining 50 percent of such area, only those 
obstructions listed in Section 37-726 (Permitted 
obstructions) shall be allowed, provided such obstructions 
are not higher than two feet above the level of the public 
sidewalk fronting the #public plaza#, except for light 
stanchions, public space signage, railings for steps, 
exterior wall thickness pursuant to Section 33-23 (Permitted 
Obstructions in Required Yards or Rear Yard Equivalents), 
trash receptacles, trees and fixed or moveable seating and 
tables. Furthermore, planting walls or trellises, water 
features and artwork may exceed a height of two feet when 
located within three feet of a wall bounding the #public 
plaza#.  

 
For #corner public plazas#, the requirements of this Section 
shall apply separately to each #street# frontage, and the area 
within 15 feet of the intersection of any two or more #streets# 
on which the #public plaza# fronts shall be at the same elevation 
as the adjoining public sidewalk and shall be free of 
obstructions. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-722 
Level of plaza 
 
The level of a #public plaza#, inclusive of major and minor 
portions, shall not at any point be less than the average 
elevation of #curb level# of the nearest adjoining #street# nor 
more than two feet above the average #curb level# of the nearest 
adjoining #street# in front of the major and minor portions of 
the #public plaza#. However, a #public plaza# with an area of 
10,000 square feet or more may additionally have a maximum of 20 
percent of its area at an elevation more than two feet above, but 
not more than four feet above #curb level# of the nearest 
adjoining #street# in front of the major and minor portions of 
the #public plaza#, provided that such higher portion may not be 
located within 25 feet of any #street line#. #Public plazas# that 
front on #streets# with slopes greater than 2.5 percent along the 
frontage of the #public plaza# may not at any point be more than 
one foot below the #curb level# of the adjoining #street#. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-723 
Circulation paths 

 
Circulation paths within #public plazas# shall provide for 
unobstructed pedestrian circulation throughout the minor and 
major portions of the #public plaza# and shall, at a minimum, 
connect all #streets# on which the #public plaza# fronts and all 
major elements of the #public plaza#, including seating areas, 
#building# entrances, approved open air cafes and kiosks, and 
significant design features of the #public plaza#. A minimum of 
one such circulation path shall be provided of at least eight 
feet clear width. Circulation paths shall extend to at least 80 
percent of the depth of the major portion of the #public plaza#, 
measured perpendicular from each #street line#. #Through block 
public plazas# shall provide at least one circulation path with a 
minimum width of 10 feet connecting each #street# on which the 
#public plaza# fronts. Trees planted flush to grade, light 
stanchions, trash receptacles, and public space signage shall be 
considered permitted obstructions within circulation paths; 
however, all trees located within circulation paths must comply 
with the regulations for flush-to-grade trees in Section 37-742. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-724 
Subway entrances 
 
Where an entry to a subway station exists in the sidewalk area of 
a #street# on which a #public plaza# fronts and such entry is not 
replaced within the #public plaza# itself, the #public plaza# 
shall be at the same elevation as the adjacent sidewalk for a 
distance of at least 15 feet in all directions from the entry 
superstructure. Such #public plaza# area around a subway entry 
shall be free of all obstructions and may count towards the 
required clear area requirements as specified in Section 37-721 
(Sidewalk frontage). 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-725 
Steps 
 
Any steps provided within the #public plaza# must have a minimum 
height of four inches and a maximum height of six inches. Steps 
must have a minimum tread of 17 inches; steps with a height of 
five inches, however, may have a minimum tread of 15 inches. 
 
 

 
(4/30/12) 
 
37-726 
Permitted obstructions  
 
(a) #Public plazas# shall be open to the sky and unobstructed 

except for the following features, equipment and 
appurtenances normally found in #public parks# and 
playgrounds: water features, including fountains, reflecting 
pools, and waterfalls; sculptures and other works of art; 
seating, including benches, seats and moveable chairs; 
trees, planters, planting beds, lawns and other landscape 
features; arbors or trellises; litter receptacles; bicycle 
racks; tables and other outdoor furniture; lights and 
lighting stanchions; public telephones; public restrooms; 
permitted temporary exhibitions; permitted awnings, canopies 
or marquees; permitted freestanding #signs#; play equipment; 
exterior wall thickness added pursuant to Section 33-23 
(Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards or Rear Yard 
Equivalents); permitted kiosks and open-air cafes; stages; 
subway station entrances, which may include escalators; and 
drinking fountains.  

 
 However, an area occupied in aggregate by such permitted 

obstruction shall not exceed the maximum percentage cited in 
paragraph (b) of this Section. In addition, certain of the 
obstructions listed in this paragraph, (a), shall not be 
permitted within the sidewalk frontage of a #public plaza#, 
as described in Section 37-721 (Sidewalk frontage). 

 
(b) Permitted obstructions may occupy a maximum percentage of 

the area of a #public plaza#, as follows: 
 

For #public plazas# less than 10,000 square feet in area: 40 
percent 
 
For #public plazas# less than 10,000 square feet in area 
with a permitted open air cafe: 50 percent 
 
For #public plazas# 10,000 square feet or more in area: 50 
percent 
 
For #public plazas# 10,000 square feet or more in area with 
a permitted open-air cafe: 60 percent. 
 
The area of permitted obstructions shall be measured by 
outside dimensions. Obstructions that are non-permanent or 
moveable, such as moveable chairs, open air cafes, or 
temporary exhibitions shall be confined within gross areas 

designated on the site plan, and not measured as individual 
pieces of furniture. 

 
Trees planted flush-to-grade in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 37-742 (Planting and trees) and tree 
canopies do not count as obstructions for the purpose of 
calculating total area occupied by permitted obstructions. 
Planting beds and their retaining walls for trees count as 
obstructions, except that lawn, turf or grass areas intended 
for public access and seating shall not count as 
obstructions, provided such lawns do not differ in elevation 
from the adjoining #public plaza# elevation by more than six 
inches. Exterior wall thickness added pursuant to Section 
33-23 (Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards or Rear Yard 
Equivalents) in any #publicly accessible open area# or 
#public plaza# built prior to April 30, 2012, shall not 
count as obstructions for the purpose of calculating total 
area occupied by permitted obstructions. 

 
(c) Canopies, awnings, marquees and sun control devices 
 

(1) Entrances to #buildings# located within a #public 
plaza# may have a maximum of one canopy, awning or 
marquee, provided that such canopy, awning or marquee:  

 
(i) has a maximum area of 250 square feet;  
 
(ii) does not project into the #public plaza# more than 

15 feet when measured perpendicular to the 
#building# facade; 

 
(iii) is located a minimum of 15 feet above the level of 

the #public plaza# adjacent to the #building# 
entrance; and  

 
(iv) does not contain vertical supports.  
 
Such canopies, awnings, and marquees shall be designed 
to provide maximum visibility into the #public plaza# 
from adjoining #streets# and the adjacent #building#. 
However, canopies, awnings, and marquees associated 
with entrances to #buildings# containing #residences# 
located within a #public plaza# may project more than 
15 feet into the #public plaza# and contain vertical 
supports if they are located entirely within 10 feet of 
the edge of the #public plaza#. 

 
(2) Sun control devices may be located within a #public 

plaza#, provided that all such devices: 
 



(i)  shall be located above the level of the first 
#story# ceiling; 

 
(ii) shall be limited to a maximum projection of 2 

feet, 6 inches; 
 

(iii) shall have solid surfaces that, in aggregate, 
cover an area no more than 20 percent of the area 
of the #building# wall (as viewed in elevation) 
from which they project; and 

 
(iv) may rise above the permitted #building# height, up 

to the height of a parapet wall or guardrail, 
pursuant to Section 33-42 (Permitted 
Obstructions); 

 
(d) Prohibition of garage entrances, driveways, parking spaces, 

loading berths, exhaust vents, mechanical equipment and 
#building# trash storage facilities 

 
No garage entrances, driveways, parking spaces, passenger 
drop offs or loading berths shall be permitted within a 
#public plaza#. No #building# trash storage facilities are 
permitted within an #public plaza#, nor shall any #building# 
trash storage facility be accessed or serviced through the 
#public plaza#. If garage entrances, parking spaces, 
passenger drop offs, driveways, loading berths or #building# 
trash storage facilities are located near or adjoin a 
#public plaza#, they shall be separated from it by a barrier 
sufficient to substantially conceal these facilities and any 
vehicles therein when viewed from any point in the #public 
plaza#. 
 
No exhaust vents or mechanical equipment are permitted on 
any #public plaza# or on any #building# wall fronting upon 
the #public plaza#, unless such exhaust vents are more than 
15 feet above the level of the adjacent #public plaza#. All 
exhaust vents and mechanical equipment located adjacent to a 
#public plaza# shall be separated from it by a barrier 
sufficient to substantially, visually and audibly, conceal 
their presence and operation. Air intake vents or shafts 
shall be permitted within a #public plaza# provided that 
such vents are concealed from public view by planting or 
other design features and that such vents do not impair 
visibility within the #public plaza# area. 

 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 

37-727 
Hours of access 
 
All #public plazas# shall be accessible to the public at all 
times, except where the City Planning Commission has authorized a 
nighttime closing, pursuant to the provisions of this Section. 
 
In all districts, the City Planning Commission may authorize the 
closing during certain nighttime hours of an existing or new 
#publicly accessible open area#, if the Commission finds that: 
 
(a) such existing #publicly accessible open area# has been open 

to the public a minimum of one year or there are significant 
operational or safety issues documented, or for new #public 
plazas# significant safety issues have been documented and 
provided as part of the application for authorization of 
nighttime closing;  

 
(b) such closing is necessary for public safety within the 

#publicly accessible open area# and maintenance of the 
public open areas as documented by the applicant; 

 
(c) the layout and design of the #publicly accessible open area# 

will promote public use and free and easy pedestrian 
circulation throughout the space; 

 
(d) any approved design element that limits public access, as 

specified in paragraph (e) of this Section, shall not impede 
public circulation, visual or physical access within the 
#publicly accessible open area# or between the #publicly 
accessible open area# and other public areas during hours of 
public operation; 

 
(e) a design element that limits public access shall: 
 

(1) be of a design that is integrated with the design of 
the #publicly accessible open area# in a manner that 
would promote the attractiveness of the space for 
public use and enjoyment; 

 
(2) not exceed five feet in height; 
 
(3) be fully removed from the #publicly accessible open 

area# during the hours of public access; however, 
barriers not to exceed 3 feet, 6 inches in height may 
have posts or supports that remain during the hours of 
public access provided that such posts or supports do 
not exceed six inches in width; 

 
(4) not involve stanchions or cabinets for barrier storage 

located with the #publicly accessible open area#, 
except for stanchions or cabinets located at the edges 
of the #publicly accessible open area#; 

 
(5) not inhibit or diminish access to the #publicly 

accessible open area# nor impede pedestrian circulation 
into, through, or along the frontage of the #publicly 
accessible open area#, and not obstruct access during 
the hours of public access; and 

 
(6) be substantially transparent; 
 

(f) public access to the #publicly accessible open area# between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. from April 15 to 
October 31 and from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. from November 1 
to April 14, or a schedule specified by the Commission, is 
assured by appropriate legal documents and that an hours of 
access plaque shall be affixed to the enclosure or barrier 
which shall indicate the hours of public access to the 
#publicly accessible open area#, as specified in Section 37-
751, paragraph (c). However, if an open-air cafe or kiosk is 
located within the #publicly accessible open area#, such 
#publicly accessible open area# shall remain open to the 
public during the hours of operation of the open air cafe or 
kiosk; 

 
(g) plans have been submitted that demonstrate that, where 

appropriate, the #publicly accessible open area# will be 
improved, to the maximum extent feasible, in accordance with 
the standards set forth for #public plazas#; 

 
(h) a program for continuing maintenance of the #publicly 

accessible open area# has been established in accordance 
with Section 37-77. 

 
In order to promote increased public use of the public open 
areas, the Commission may require, or the applicant may request, 
additional improvements to the existing #publicly accessible open 
area#, including, where appropriate, amenities such as kiosks or 
open air cafes as described in Section 37-73. In no event shall 
any #publicly accessible open area# be reduced in size. 
 
All applications for nighttime closings of #publicly accessible 
open areas# filed with the Commission shall include a detailed 
site plan or plans indicating compliance with the provisions of 
this Section, including but not limited to materials, dimensions, 
and configuration or any design element that limits public 
access, the storage location for the design element that limits 
public access during the hours of public operation of the #public 
plaza#, and the hours of the #publicly accessible open area's# 

accessibility to the public. All such plans for #publicly 
accessible open areas#, once authorized, shall be filed and duly 
recorded in the Borough Office of the City Register of the City 
of New York, indexed against the property in the form of a legal 
instrument providing notice of the authorization pursuant to this 
Section. The form and contents of the legal instrument shall be 
satisfactory to the Commission, and the filing and recording of 
such instrument shall be a precondition for the nighttime closing 
of any #publicly accessible open area#. The recording information 
shall be included on the certificate of occupancy for any 
#building#, or portion thereof, on the #zoning lot#, issued after 
the recording date.  
 
The land use application for an authorization under this Section 
shall be sent to the applicable Community Board, local Council 
Member and Borough President. If the Community Board, local 
Council Member or Borough President elects to comment on such 
application, it must be done within 45 days of receipt of such 
application. 
 
The Commission shall file any such authorization with the City 
Council. The Council, within 20 days of such filing, may resolve 
by majority vote to review such authorization. If the Council so 
resolves, within 50 days of the filing of the Commission's 
authorization, the Council shall hold a public hearing and may 
approve or disapprove such authorization. If, within the time 
periods provided for in this Section, the Council fails to act on 
the Commission's authorization, the Council shall be deemed to 
have approved such authorization. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-728 
Standards of accessibility for persons with disabilities 
 
All #public plazas# shall conform with applicable laws pertaining 
to access for persons with disabilities regardless of whether the 
#building# associated with the #public plaza# is existing or new. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-73 
Kiosks and Open Air Cafes 
 
Kiosks and open air cafes may be placed within a #publicly 
accessible open area# upon certification, pursuant to this 



Section. Such features shall be treated as permitted 
obstructions. Only #uses# permitted by the applicable district 
regulations may occupy #publicly accessible open areas# or front 
on #publicly accessible open areas#. 
 
(a) Kiosks  
 

Where a kiosk is provided, it shall be a one-story temporary 
or permanent structure that is substantially open and 
transparent as approved by the Department of Buildings in 
conformance with the Building Code. Kiosks, including roofed 
areas, shall not occupy an area in excess of 100 square feet 
per kiosk. One kiosk is permitted for every 5,000 square 
feet of #publicly accessible open area#, exclusive of areas 
occupied by other approved kiosks or open air cafes. Kiosk 
placement shall not impede or be located within any 
pedestrian circulation path. Any area occupied by a kiosk 
shall be excluded from the calculation of #floor area#. 
Kiosks may be occupied only by #uses# permitted by the 
applicable district regulations such as news, book or 
magazine stands, food or drink service, flower stands, 
information booths, or other activities that promote the 
public use and enjoyment of the #publicly accessible open 
area#. Any kitchen equipment shall be stored entirely within 
the kiosk. 

 
Kiosks must be in operation and provide service a minimum of 
225 days per year. However, kiosks may operate for fewer 
days in accordance with conditions set forth in paragraph 
(c) of this Section. 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 32-41 (Enclosure 
within Buildings), outdoor eating services or #uses# 
occupying kiosks may serve customers in a #publicly 
accessible open area# through open windows. 

 
(b) Open air cafes 
 

Where an open air cafe is provided, it shall be a 
permanently unenclosed restaurant or eating or drinking 
place, permitted by applicable district regulations, which 
may have waiter or table service, and shall be open to the 
sky except that it may have umbrellas, temporary fabric 
roofs with no vertical supports in conformance with the 
Building Code, and removable heating lamps. Open air cafes 
shall occupy an aggregate area not more than 20 percent of 
the total area of the #publicly accessible open area#. 
#Publicly accessible open areas# less than 10 feet in width 
that are located between separate sections of the same open 
air cafe or between sections of an open air cafe and a kiosk 

that provides service for such cafe must be included in the 
calculation of the maximum aggregate area of the open air 
cafe. Open air cafes shall be located along the edge of the 
#publicly accessible open area#, except for open air cafes 
located within #publicly accessible open areas# greater than 
30,000 square feet in area. Open air cafes may not occupy 
more than one third of any #street# frontage of the 
#publicly accessible open area# and may not contain any 
required circulation paths. An open air cafe must be 
accessible from all sides where there is a boundary with the 
remainder of the #publicly accessible open area#, except 
where there are planters or walls approved pursuant to a 
prior certification for an open air cafe. Subject to the 
foregoing exception, fences, planters, walls, fabric 
dividers or other barriers that separate open air cafe areas 
from the #publicly accessible open area# or sidewalk are 
prohibited. All furnishings of an open air cafe, including 
tables, chairs, bussing stations, and heating lamps, shall 
be completely removed from the #publicly accessible open 
area# when the open air cafe is not in active use, except 
that tables and chairs may remain in the #publicly 
accessible open area# if they are unsecured and may be used 
by the public without restriction. No kitchen equipment 
shall be installed within an open air cafe; kitchen 
equipment, however, may be contained in a kiosk adjoining an 
open air cafe. An open air cafe qualifying as a permitted 
obstruction shall be excluded from the definition of #floor 
area#. 

 
The exterior corners of the border of the space to be 
occupied by an open air cafe shall be marked on the ground 
by a line painted with white latex traffic or zone marking 
paint. The line shall be one inch wide and three inches in 
length on each side of the cafe border from the point where 
the borders intersect at an angled corner. In addition, a 
line one inch wide and three inches long shall be marked on 
the ground at intervals of no more than five feet starting 
from the end point of the line marking the cafe corners. 
 
Open air cafes must be in operation and provide service a 
minimum of 225 days per year. 
 
Open air cafes shall be located at the same elevation as an 
adjoining #public plaza# and sidewalk area, except for 
platforms that shall not exceed six inches in height. 

 
 (c) Certification 
 

Kiosks and open air cafes may be placed within the area of a 
#publicly accessible open area# upon certification by the 

Chairperson of the City Planning Commission to the 
Commissioner of Buildings, that: 

 
(1) such #use# promotes public use and enjoyment of the 

#publicly accessible open area#; 
 
(2) such #use# complements desirable #uses# in the 

surrounding area; 
 
(3) the owner of such #use# or the #building# owner shall 

be responsible for the maintenance of such kiosk or 
open air cafe, which shall be located within areas 
designated on building plans as available for occupancy 
by such #uses# and no encroachment by a kiosk or open 
air cafe outside an area so designated shall be 
permitted; 

 
(4) such #use# does not adversely impact visual and 

physical access to and throughout the #publicly 
accessible open area#; 

 
(5) such #use#, when located within a #public plaza#, is 

provided in accordance with all the requirements set 
forth in this Section;  

 
(6) for kiosks and open air cafes located within an 

existing #publicly accessible open area#, such #use# is 
proposed as part of a general improvement of the 
#publicly accessible open area# where necessary, 
including as much landscaping and public seating as is 
feasible, in accordance with the standards for #public 
plazas#; 

 
(7) a #sign# shall be provided in public view within the 

cafe area indicating the days and hours of operation of 
such cafe; and 

 
(8) for kiosks that are in operation less than 225 days per 

year, an off-season plan has been submitted to the 
Chairperson showing that such kiosks will be completely 
removed from the #publicly accessible open area# when 
not in operation, that the area previously occupied by 
the kiosk is returned to public use and such area is in 
compliance with the applicable #publicly accessible 
open area# design standards. 

 
(d) Process 
 
 An application for certification shall be filed with the 

Chairperson of the City Planning Commission, and the 

Chairperson shall furnish a copy of the application for such 
certification to the affected Community Board at the 
earliest possible stage. The Chairperson will give due 
consideration to the Community Board’s opinion as to the 
appropriateness of such a facility in the area and shall 
respond to such application for certification within 60 days 
of the application's receipt. 

 
The Chairperson shall file any such certification with the 
City Council. The Council, within 20 days of such filing, 
may resolve by majority vote to review such certification. 
If the Council so resolves, within 50 days of the filing of 
the Chairperson's certification, the Council shall hold a 
public hearing and may approve or disapprove such 
certification. If, within the time periods provided for in 
this Section, the Council fails to act on the Chairperson's 
certification, the Council shall be deemed to have approved 
such certification. 

 
Such certification shall be effective for a period of three 
years. 
 
All applications for the placement of kiosks or open air 
cafes shall include a detailed site plan or plans indicating 
compliance with the provisions of this Section, including 
the layout and number of tables, chairs, restaurant 
equipment and heating lamps, as well as the storage location 
for periods when the kiosk or open air cafe is closed. Where 
a kiosk or open air cafe is to be located within an existing 
#publicly accessible open area#, each kiosk or open air cafe 
application must be accompanied by a compliance report in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 37-78, paragraph 
(c). 
 
Where design changes to #publicly accessible open areas# are 
necessary in order to accommodate such kiosk or open air 
cafe, or to comply with paragraph (c)(6) of this Section, a 
certification pursuant to Section 37-625 (Design changes) 
shall be required. 
 
All such plans for kiosks or open air cafes, once certified, 
shall be filed and duly recorded in the Borough Office of 
the City Register of the City of New York, indexed against 
the property in the form of a legal instrument providing 
notice of the certification for the kiosk or open air cafe, 
pursuant to this Section. The form and contents of the legal 
instrument shall be satisfactory to the Chairperson, and the 
filing and recording of such instrument shall be a 
precondition for the placement of the kiosk or open air cafe 
within the #publicly accessible open area#. 



 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-74 
Amenities 
 
All #public plazas# shall provide amenities, as listed in 
Sections 37-741 through 37-748, inclusive. All required amenities 
shall be considered permitted obstructions within the #public 
plaza#. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-741 
Seating 
 
Standards for seating within #public plazas# are intended to 
facilitate the provision of abundant, comfortable and accessible 
seating throughout the #public plaza#, including, more 
specifically, as follows: 
 
(a) to provide a broad variety of seating types and 

configurations; 
 
(b) to accommodate individual users engaged in solitary 

activities as well as groups engaged in social activities; 
 
(c) to provide a comfortable and safe seating surface by 

providing smooth, even and level surfaces with rounded 
edges; 

 
(d) to incorporate, to the maximum extent possible, a 

combination of fixed benches, moveable chairs, seating with 
backs, seat walls and ledges, and seating steps; 

 
(e) to provide ample opportunity for social seating as a basic 

seating type that consists of seats that are placed in close 
proximity and at angles to one another or in facing 
configurations that facilitate social interaction. 

 
There shall be a minimum of one linear foot of seating for each 
30 square feet of #public plaza# area.  
 
A minimum of one linear foot of the required seating for every 
two linear feet of #street# frontage must be located within 15 
feet of the #street line#. At least 50 percent of this seating 

shall have backs and at least 50 percent of the seats with backs 
shall face the #street#. 
 
Seating requirements may be satisfied by the following seating 
types: moveable seating, fixed individual seats, fixed benches 
with and without backs, and design-feature seating such as seat 
walls, planter ledges, or seating steps. All #public plazas# 
shall provide at least two different types of seating. #Public 
plazas# greater than 5,000 square feet in area shall provide at 
least three different types of seating. #Public plazas# greater 
than 10,000 square feet in area must provide moveable seating as 
one of the required seating types.  
 
Not more than 50 percent of the linear seating capacity may be in 
moveable seats that may be stored between the hours of sunset and 
sunrise, where the City Planning Commission has authorized a 
limitation on the hours of access pursuant to Section 37-727. 
 
Devices or forms affixed or incorporated into planter ledges, 
steps, sills, or other horizontal surfaces that would otherwise 
be suitable for seating that are intended to prevent or inhibit 
seating (such as spikes, metal bars, or pointed, excessively 
rough, or deliberately uncomfortable materials or forms) shall be 
prohibited. 
 
Deterrents to skateboards, rollerblades and other wheeled devices 
are permitted on seating surfaces if they do not inhibit seating, 
maintain a minimum distance of five feet between deterrents, and 
are integrated into the seating surface at the time of 
manufacture or construction or should be constructed of materials 
that are consistent with the materials and finish quality of the 
seating surface. 
 
The following standards shall be met for all required seating: 
 
(1) Seating shall have a minimum depth of 18 inches. Seating 

with 36 inches or more in depth may count towards two seats, 
provided there is access to both sides. When required 
seating is provided on a planter ledge, such ledge must have 
a minimum depth of 22 inches. 

 
(2) Seating shall have a height not less than 16 inches nor 

greater than 20 inches above the level of the adjacent 
walking surface. However, as described in paragraph (5) of 
this Section, seating steps may have a height not to exceed 
30 inches and seating walls may have a height not to exceed 
24 inches. 

 
(3) At least 50 percent of the linear feet of fixed seating 

shall have backs at least 14 inches high and a maximum seat 

depth of 20 inches. Walls located adjacent to a seating 
surface shall not count as seat backs. All seat backs must 
either be contoured in form for comfort or shall be reclined 
from vertical between 10 to 15 degrees. 

 
(4) Moveable seating or chairs, excluding seating for open air 

cafes, may be credited as 24 inches of linear seating per 
chair. Moveable seating provided as a required amenity shall 
be provided in the amount of one chair per 200 square feet 
of #public plaza# area. One table shall be provided for 
every four such moveable chairs.  

 
All moveable seats must have backs and a maximum seat depth 
of 20 inches. Moveable chairs shall not be chained, fixed, 
or otherwise secured while the #public plaza# is open to the 
public; moveable chairs, however, may be removed during the 
nighttime hours of 9:00 pm to 7:00 am.  
 

(5) Seating steps and seating walls may be used for required 
seating if such seating does not, in aggregate, represent 
more than 15 percent of the linear feet of required seating 
in the #public plaza#. Seating steps shall not include any 
steps intended for circulation and must have a height not 
less than six inches nor greater than 30 inches and a depth 
not less than 18 inches. Seating walls shall have a height 
not greater than 18 inches; such seating walls, however, may 
have a height not to exceed 24 inches if they are located 
within 10 feet of an edge of the #public plaza#. 

 
(6) Seating in open air cafes shall not count towards meeting 

the seating requirement of this Section. 
 
(7) Seats that face walls must be a minimum of six feet from 

such wall. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-742 
Planting and trees 
 
The provisions of this Section are intended to facilitate a 
combination of landscaping elements in order to provide comfort, 
shade and textural variety. 
 
At least 20 percent of the area of a #public plaza# shall be 
comprised of planting beds with a minimum dimension of two feet, 
exclusive of any bounding walls. 
 

All #public plazas# shall provide a minimum of four trees. For a 
#public plaza# greater than 6,000 square feet in area, an 
additional four caliper inches in additional trees or multi-
stemmed equivalents must be provided for each additional 1,000 
square feet of #public plaza# area, rounded to the nearest 1,000 
square feet. 
 
For all #public plazas#, at least 50 percent of required trees 
shall be planted flush-to-grade or planted at grade within 
planting beds with no raised curbs or railings. Trees planted 
flush-to-grade shall be surrounded by a porous surface (such as 
grating or open-joint paving) that allows water to penetrate into 
the soil for a minimum radius of 2 feet, 6 inches. Such porous 
surface shall be of sufficient strength and density to 
accommodate pedestrian circulation, including all requirements 
related to accessibility for the disabled, and shall be of a 
design that allows for tree growth. Installed fixtures such as 
lighting stanchions, electrical outlets or conduits shall not be 
located within the required porous area of any tree planted 
flush-to-grade. 
 
Where trees are planted within a #public plaza#, they shall 
measure at least four inches in caliper at the time of planting, 
unless alternative, multi-stemmed equivalents are specified in 
the approved planting plans. Each tree shall be planted in at 
least 200 cubic feet of soil with a depth of soil of at least 3 
feet, 6 inches.  
 
Planting beds shall have a soil depth of at least eighteen inches 
for grass or other ground cover, three feet for shrubs and 3 
feet, 6 inches for trees. No planters or planting beds shall have 
bounding walls that exceed 18 inches in height above an adjacent 
walking surface or the highest adjacent surface where the 
bounding wall adjoins two or more walking surfaces with different 
elevations. Any planting bed containing required trees shall have 
a continuous area of at least 75 square feet for each tree 
exclusive of bounding walls. Furthermore, each tree located 
within a planting bed shall be surrounded by a continuous 
permeable surface measuring at least five feet square. Any lawns 
or turf grass planting beds shall not exceed six inches above any 
adjacent walking surfaces. 
 
All planted areas shall either be automatically irrigated or 
shall consist of species that do not require regular watering. 
 
All planted areas located above subsurface structures such as 
#cellars# or garages shall have drainage systems to prevent 
collection and pooling of water within planted areas. 
 
#Street# trees are required to be planted in the public sidewalk 



area adjacent to a #zoning lot# that contains bonus #floor area# 
for #public plazas# in accordance with Section 26-41 (Street Tree 
Planting). The length of frontage of the #zoning lot# for the 
purpose of computing required #street# trees may be reduced by 50 
feet for each #street# intersection fronted by the #zoning lot#. 
If the Department of Parks and Recreation determines that the 
tree planting requirements of this paragraph are infeasible, the 
number of required #street# trees that cannot be planted shall be 
planted in accordance with the off-site tree provisions set forth 
in Section 26-41 or within the #public plaza#. 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-743 
Lighting and electrical power 
 
#Public plazas# shall be illuminated to provide for safe use and 
enjoyment of all areas of the #public plaza#. Special attention 
should be provided in lighting steps and other changes in 
elevation and areas under tree canopies and permitted canopies 
within the #public plaza#.  
 
#Public plazas# shall be illuminated with a minimum level of 
illumination of not less than two horizontal foot candles (lumens 
per foot) throughout all walkable and sitting areas, including 
sidewalks directly adjacent to the #public plaza#, and a minimum 
level of illumination of not less than 0.5 horizontal foot 
candles (lumens per foot) throughout all other areas. All 
lighting sources used to satisfy this illumination requirement 
shall be located outdoors on the subject #zoning lot#. Such level 
of illumination shall be maintained from one hour before sunset 
to one hour after sunrise, including #public plazas# that are 
authorized to close at night. A lighting schedule, including 
fixtures, wattage and their locations and designs together with a 
diagram of light level distribution, with light levels indicated 
at intervals of no more than every 20 square feet, shall be part 
of the required detailed design plans. Electrical power shall be 
supplied by one or more outlets furnishing a total of at least 
1,200 watts of power for every 4,000 square feet, or fraction 
thereof, of the area of a #public plaza#. 
 
All lighting sources that illuminate the #public plaza# and are 
mounted on or located within #buildings# adjacent to the #public 
plaza# shall be shielded from direct view. In addition, all 
lighting within the #public plaza# area shall be shielded to 
minimize any adverse effect on surrounding #residences#. 
 
 

 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-744 
Litter receptacles 
 
One litter receptacle shall be provided for every 1,500 square 
feet of #public plaza# area, up to a maximum of 6,000 square 
feet. Plazas greater than 6,000 square feet in area must provide 
an additional litter receptacle for every additional 2,000 square 
feet of #public plaza# area. #Public plazas# that contain open 
air cafes or kiosks providing food service shall provide one 
additional litter receptacle for each 1,500 square feet of 
#public plaza# area occupied by such outdoor eating area. All 
litter receptacles must have a volume capacity of at least 25 
gallons and shall be located in visible and convenient locations. 
All top or side openings must have a minimum dimension of 12 
inches. Litter receptacles shall be provided within 50 feet of 
required seating areas in the #public plaza#. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-745 
Bicycle parking 
 
All #public plazas# shall provide parking for at least two 
bicycles. #Public plazas# greater than 10,000 square feet in size 
must provide parking for at least four bicycles. Bike racks must 
be provided on the sidewalk directly adjacent to the #public 
plaza# in accordance with Department of Transportation standards, 
unless the Department of Transportation has determined that the 
sidewalk area adjacent to the #public plaza# cannot accommodate 
the required bicycle parking. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-746 
Drinking fountains 
 
A minimum of one drinking fountain shall be provided in all 
#public plazas#. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 

37-747 
Public space signage 
 
Entry and information plaques shall be provided, as described in 
Section 37-751 (Public space signage systems). 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-748 
Additional amenities 
 
#Public plazas# between 5,000 and 10,000 square feet in area must 
provide one of the following additional amenities and #public 
plazas# greater than 10,000 square feet in area must provide at 
least three of the following additional amenities. All additional 
amenities shall be considered permitted obstructions within the 
#public plaza#. 
 
(a) Artwork 
 

Artwork that is provided as an additional amenity must 
integrate with the design of the #public plaza#. Artwork 
shall not interfere with public access, circulation or 
visual openness within the #public plaza# or between the 
#public plaza# and adjoining public areas. Artwork may not 
incorporate addresses, text or logos related to the adjacent 
#building# or tenants of such #building#; 

 
(b) Moveable tables and chairs, as described in Section 37-741, 

paragraph (4); 
 
(c) Water features (such as fountains, reflecting pools, 

waterfalls); 
 
(d) Children’s play area; 
 
(e) Equipment provided as part of children’s play areas must be 

designed and constructed in accordance with applicable 
United States Consumer Products Safety Commission standards 
and best practices, including installation of protective 
surfaces and barriers. All barriers surrounding play areas 
shall be designed to allow for the adequate supervision of 
children at play and shall in all cases be substantially 
transparent and no more than 3 feet, 6 inches in height; 

 
(f) Game tables and associated seating; or 
 
(g) Food service, including: 

 
(1) food service in a retail space directly accessible from 

the major portion of the #public plaza#; or 
 
(2) an open air cafe or kiosk, as described in Section 37-

73. 
 
#Public plazas# greater than 10,000 square feet in area and 
associated with a #commercial building# must include a food 
service as one of the three additional required amenities. 
 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-75 
Signs 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-751 
Public space signage systems 
 
The following public space signage systems shall be required for 
all #public plazas#: 
 
(a) Entry plaque 
 

The entry plaque shall be located at each #street# frontage 
or point of pedestrian entry to the #public plaza#. On each 
#street# frontage occupied by the #public plaza#, a minimum 
of one entry plaque shall be provided for every 40 feet of 
linear #street# frontage occupied by the #public plaza#. The 
entry plaque shall contain: 
 
(1) a public space symbol which is 12 inches square in 

dimension and dark green or black in color with a 
highly contrasting background, a grid and tree-shaped 
symbol, as shown in this paragraph, (a)(1). The symbol 
shall match exactly the symbol provided in the Required 
Signage Symbols file at the Department of City Planning 
website; 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (37-53h2.8a1, 37-751a1) 
 

(2) lettering at least two inches in height stating "OPEN 
TO PUBLIC." This lettering shall be located immediately 
adjacent to the public space symbol;  

 
(3) lettering at least one inch in height stating the words 

“Open 24 hours” or, if a nighttime closing has been 
authorized, pursuant to Section 37-727, shall contain 
the words “Open to the public:” followed by the 
approved hours of operation; and 

 
(4) an International Symbol of Access for persons with 

disabilities that is at least three inches square. 
 

The entry plaque shall be mounted on a wall or a permanent 
free-standing post within five feet of the sidewalk with its 
center five feet above the elevation of the nearest walkable 
pavement. The maximum height of such free-standing post 
shall be six feet, with a maximum width and depth of 16 
inches. It shall be in a position that clearly identifies 
the entry into the #public plaza#, and placed so that the 
entire entry plaque is obvious and directly visible, without 
any obstruction, along every line of sight from all paths of 
pedestrian access to the #public plaza#. 

 
(b) Information plaque 
 

An information plaque constructed from the same permanent 
materials as the entry plaque or combined with one or more 
of the required entry plaques shall be provided. Information 
plaques shall be mounted on a wall or a permanent free-
standing post within five feet of the sidewalk and shall 
have all required lettering located three feet above the 
elevation of the nearest walkable pavement. The maximum 
height of such free-standing post shall be six feet, with a 
maximum width and depth of 16 inches. The information plaque 
shall consist of: 
 
(1) if provided on a separate plaque from a required entry 

plaque, a public space symbol which is at least six 
inches square in dimension and dark green or black in 

 

color with a highly contrasting background, a grid and 
tree-shaped symbol, as shown in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this Section. The symbol shall match exactly the symbol 
provided in the Required Signage Symbols file at the 
Department of City Planning website. 

 
(2) if provided on a separate plaque from a required entry 

plaque, the words, in lettering one-half inch in 
height, “Open 24 hours” or, if a nighttime closing has 
been authorized pursuant to Section 37-727, the words, 
in lettering one-half inch in height, “Open to the 
public:” followed by the approved hours of operation;  

 
(3) in lettering three-eighths of an inch in height, the 

words “This public plaza contains:” followed by the 
total linear feet of seating, the type and quantity of 
trees, the number of bike racks, the number of drinking 
fountains and the number of any additional required 
amenities, such as moveable seating; 

 
(4) in lettering three-eighths of an inch in height, the 

name of the current owner of the #building# and the 
name, address, phone number and email address of the 
person designated to maintain the #public plaza#; 

 
(5) in lettering three-eighths of an inch in height, the 

statement, "Complaints or Questions: Call 311 and 
reference the #public plaza# at [insert building 
address]; and 

 
(6) the statement, "This public plaza is accessible to 

persons with disabilities." 
 
(c) Hours of access plaque 
 

On each #street# frontage occupied by the #public plaza# and 
where the City Planning Commission has authorized a 
limitation on the hours of access for a #public plaza#, 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 37-727, a minimum of 
one hours of access plaque shall be provided for every 40 
linear feet of approved barrier that limits public access. 
The hours of access plaque shall be located on the barrier 
that limits public access to the #public plaza# and shall 
consist of: 

 
(1) a public space symbol which is two inches square in 

dimension and dark green or black in color with a 
highly contrasting background, a grid and tree-shaped 
symbol, as shown in paragraph (a)(1) of this Section. 
The symbol shall match exactly the symbol provided in 

the Required Signage Symbols file at the Department of 
City Planning website. 

 
(2) the statement: “Open to the Public:” followed by the 

approved hours of operation. 
 

All required public space signage shall be fully opaque, 
non-reflective and constructed of permanent, highly durable 
materials such as steel or stone. 
 
All lettering provided on required public space signage 
shall be in a clear, bold, sans-serif, non-narrow font such 
as Arial, Helvetica, or Verdana, solid in color with a 
minimum height of 3/4 inch, unless otherwise specified 
above, and shall highly contrast with the background color 
of the #sign#. 

 
 
 
(10/17/07) 
 
37-752 
Prohibition signs 
 
To ensure a safe and comfortable environment for all #public 
plaza# users, a maximum of one prohibition or “Rule of Conduct” 
#sign# may be located within the #public plaza#. Such #sign# 
shall not exceed one foot square in dimension, may not be 
freestanding, and shall contain no lettering greater than 3/4 
inch in height.  
 
Such #sign# shall not prohibit behaviors that are consistent with 
the normal public use of the #public plaza# such as lingering, 
eating, drinking of non-alcoholic beverages or gathering in small 
groups. No behaviors, actions, or items may be listed on such 
#sign# that are otherwise illegal or prohibited by municipal, 
State, or Federal laws. 
 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-753 
Accessory signs 
 
A #public plaza# shall be treated as a #street# for the purposes 
of the applicable #sign# regulations. #Signs#, except for the 
plaque required by Section 37-751, are permitted only as 
#accessory# to #uses# permitted within the #public plaza# and 
#uses# adjoining the #public plaza#, and are otherwise regulated 

by the applicable district regulations set forth in Section 32-60 
(SIGN REGULATIONS), except as provided below: 
 
(a) each establishment fronting on the #public plaza# shall be 

permitted to have not more than one #sign# affixed to the 
#building# wall fronting on the #public plaza#; 

  
(b) all #signs# shall be non-#illuminated#;  
 
(c) all #signs# shall contain only the #building# or 

establishment name and address;  
 
(d) all #signs accessory# to retail #uses# affixed to #building# 

walls may not exceed four square feet in size;  
 
(e) not more than three #accessory signs# may be located within 

the #public plaza#, of which one may be freestanding. All 
such #signs#, including structures to which they are 
affixed, shall not be higher than three feet above the level 
of the adjoining public access area. Such #signs# shall not 
exceed an area of two square feet. In addition, no portion 
of such #sign#, including structures to which they are 
affixed, shall exceed a width of 16 inches facing a 
#street#, and 24 inches when not facing a #street#. For 
#corner public plazas#, such limitations shall apply to only 
one #street# frontage. If such #sign# is associated with a 
#building# used for office #use#, such #sign# shall contain 
only the names of principal building tenants and shall also 
contain the public space symbol as described in Section 37-
751 and the words “Open to Public” in lettering at least two 
inches in height; and  

 
(f) all #signs# located on permitted canopies or awnings within 

the #public plaza# shall contain only the #building# or 
establishment name and shall not exceed a height of one 
foot. 

 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-76 
Mandatory Allocation of Frontages for Permitted Uses 
 
(a) Ground floor level uses 
 
 At least 50 percent of the total frontage of all new 

#building# walls fronting on a #public plaza#, or fronting 
on an #arcade# adjoining a #public plaza#, exclusive of such 
frontage occupied by #building# lobbies and frontage used 



for subway access, shall be allocated for occupancy at the 
ground floor level by retail or service establishments 
permitted by the applicable district regulations but not 
including #uses# in Use Groups 6B, 6E, 7C, 8C, 9B, 10B, 11 
and 12D, or banks, automobile showrooms or plumbing, heating 
or ventilating equipment showrooms. In addition, libraries, 
museums and art galleries shall be permitted. All such 
#uses# shall: 

 
(1) be directly accessible from the major portion of the 

#public plaza#, an adjoining #arcade#, or a #street# 
frontage shared by the establishment and the #public 
plaza#;  

 
(2) have a minimum depth of 15 feet, measured perpendicular 

to the wall adjoining the #public plaza#; and 
 
(3) occupy such frontage for the life of the increased 

#floor area# of the bonused #development#. 
 
 The remaining frontage may be occupied by other #uses#, 

lobby entrances or vertical circulation elements, in 
accordance with the district regulations. 

 
As an alternative, where retail or service establishments 
located in an existing #building# front upon a #public 
plaza# or an #arcade# adjoining a #public plaza#, at least 
50 percent of the total frontage of all #building# walls 
fronting on the #public plaza#, or fronting on an #arcade# 
adjoining a #public plaza#, exclusive of such frontage 
occupied by #building# lobbies and frontage used for subway 
access, shall be allocated for occupancy at the ground floor 
level by retail or service establishments permitted by the 
applicable district regulations but not including #uses# in 
Use Groups 6B, 6E, 7C, 8C, 9B, 10B, 11 and 12D, or banks, 
automobile showrooms or plumbing, heating or ventilating 
equipment showrooms. In addition, libraries, museums and art 
galleries shall be permitted. All such #uses# shall comply 
with the provisions of paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(3) 
of this Section.  

 
(b) Public entrances 
 

A public entrance to the principal use of the #building# 
associated with the #public plaza# shall be located within 
10 feet of the major portion of the #public plaza#. Frontage 
on the #public plaza# that is occupied by a #building# 
entrance or lobby shall not exceed 60 feet or 40 percent of 
the total aggregate frontage of the new #building# walls on 
the major and minor portions of the #public plaza#, 

whichever is less, but in no case shall #building# entrances 
or lobbies occupy less than 20 feet of frontage on the 
#public plaza#. 
 

(c) Transparency 
 
All new #building# walls fronting on the major and minor 
portions of the #public plaza# shall be treated with clear, 
untinted transparent material for 50 percent of the surface 
area below 14 feet above the #public plaza# level, or the 
ceiling level of the ground floor of the #building#, 
whichever is lower. Any non-transparent area of a new or 
existing #building# wall fronting on the major or minor 
portion of a #public plaza# shall be treated with a 
decorative element or material or shall be screened with 
planting to a minimum height of 15 feet above the #public 
plaza#. 

 
 
 
(6/10/09) 
 
37-77 
Maintenance 
 
The #building# owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of 
the #public plaza# including, but not limited to, the location of 
permitted obstructions pursuant to Section 37-726, litter 
control, management of pigeons and rodents, maintenance of 
required lighting levels, and the care and replacement of 
furnishings and vegetation within the #zoning lot#. 
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-78 
Compliance 
 
(a) Building permits 
 

No foundation permit shall be issued by the Department of 
Buildings for any #development# or #enlargement# that 
includes a #public plaza#, nor shall any permit be issued by 
the Department of Buildings for any change to a #plaza#, 
#residential plaza# or #urban plaza# without certification 
by the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission of 
compliance with the provisions of Sections 37-625 or 37-70, 
as applicable.  
 

An application for such certification shall be filed with 
the Chairperson showing the plan of the #zoning lot#; a site 
plan indicating the area and dimensions of the proposed 
#public plaza# and the location of the proposed 
#development# or #enlargement# and all existing #buildings# 
temporarily or permanently occupying the #zoning lot#; 
computations of proposed #floor area#, including bonus 
#floor area#; and a detailed plan or plans prepared by a 
registered landscape architect, including but not limited to 
a furnishing plan, a planting plan, a signage plan, a 
lighting/photometric plan and sections and elevations, as 
necessary to demonstrate compliance with the provisions of 
Sections 37-625 or 37-70, as applicable. 
 
All plans for #public plazas# or other #publicly accessible 
open areas# that are the subject of a certification pursuant 
to Section 37-625 shall be filed and duly recorded in the 
Borough Office of the City Register of the City of New York, 
indexed against the property in the form of a legal 
instrument, in a form satisfactory to the Chairperson, 
providing notice of the certification of the #public plaza#, 
pursuant to this Section. Such filing and recording of such 
instrument shall be a precondition to certification. The 
recording information shall be included on the certificate 
of occupancy for any #building#, or portion thereof, on the 
#zoning lot# issued after the recording date. No temporary 
or final certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any 
bonus #floor area# generated by a #public plaza# unless and 
until the #public plaza# has been substantially completed in 
accordance with the approved plans, as verified by the 
Department of City Planning and certified to the Department 
of Buildings. 
 
Notwithstanding any of the provisions of Section 11-33 
(Building Permits for Minor or Major Development or Other 
Construction Issued Before Effective Date of Amendment), any 
#residential plaza# or #urban plaza# for which a 
certification was granted pursuant to Article II, Chapter 3, 
or Article III, Chapter 7, between June 4, 2005 and June 4, 
2007, and any #public plaza# for which a certification was 
granted prior to June 10, 2009, may be provided in 
accordance with the regulations in effect on the date of 
such certification.   

 
(b) Periodic compliance reporting  
 

No later than June 30 of the year, beginning in the third 
calendar year following the calendar year in which 
certification was made and at three year intervals 
thereafter, the Director of the Department of City Planning 

and the affected Community Board shall be provided with a 
report regarding compliance of the #publicly accessible open 
area# with the regulations of Sections 37-625 or 37-70, as 
applicable, as of a date of inspection which shall be no 
earlier than May 15 of the year in which the report is 
filed. Such report shall be provided by a registered 
architect, landscape architect or professional engineer, in 
a format acceptable to the Director and shall include, 
without limitation: 

 
(1) a copy of the original #public plaza# or design change 

certification letter and, if applicable, any approval 
letter pertaining to any other authorization or 
certification pursuant to this Chapter; 

 
(2) a statement that the #publicly accessible open area# 

has been inspected by such registered architect, 
landscape architect or professional engineer and that 
such open area is in full compliance with the 
regulations under which it was approved as well as the 
approved plans pertaining to such open area and, if 
applicable, the requirements of any other authorization 
or certification pursuant to this Chapter, or non-
compliance with such regulations and plans; 

 
(3) an inventory list of amenities required under the 

regulations under which the #publicly accessible open 
area# was approved and the approved plans pertaining to 
such open area and, if applicable, the requirements of 
any other authorization or certification pursuant to 
Section 37-70, together with an identification of any 
amenity on such inventory list for which inspection did 
not show compliance, including whether such amenities 
are in working order, and a description of the non-
compliance; 

 
(4) photographs documenting the condition of the #publicly 

accessible open area# at the time of inspection, 
sufficient to indicate the presence or absence, either 
full or partial, of the amenities on the inventory list 
of amenities. 

 
The report submitted to the Director of the Department of 
City Planning shall be accompanied by documentation 
demonstrating that such report has also been provided to the 
affected Community Board. 
 
Compliance reporting pursuant to this paragraph, (b), shall 
be a condition of all certifications granted pursuant to 
Section 37-70.  



 
(c) Compliance reports at time of application 
 

Any application for a certification or authorization 
involving an existing #publicly accessible open area# shall 
include a compliance report in the format required under 
paragraph (b) of this Section, based upon an inspection of 
the #publicly accessible open area# by a registered 
architect, landscape architect or professional engineer 
conducted no more than 45 days prior to the filing of such 
application.  
 
The following conditions may constitute grounds to 
disapprove the application for certification or 
authorization: 
 
(1) such report shows non-compliance with the regulations 

under which the #publicly accessible open area# was 
approved, conditions or restrictions of a previously 
granted certification or authorization, or with the 
approved plans pertaining to such #publicly accessible 
open area#; or  

 
(2)  the #publicly accessible open area# has been the 

subject of one or more enforcement proceedings for 
which there have been final adjudications of a 
violation with respect to any of the foregoing.  

 
In the case of a certification, the Chairperson, or in the 
case of an authorization, the Commission, may, in lieu of 
disapproval, accept a compliance plan for the #publicly 
accessible open area#, which plan shall set forth the means 
by which future compliance will be ensured. 

 
(d) Failure to comply 
 

Failure to comply with a condition or restriction in an 
authorization or certification granted pursuant to Section 
37-70 or with approved plans related thereto, or failure to 
submit a required compliance report, shall constitute a 
violation of this Resolution and may constitute the basis 
for denial or revocation of a building permit or certificate 
of occupancy, or for a revocation or such authorization or 
certification, and for all other applicable remedies. 

 
(e)  Special regulations for an #urban plaza# in the #Special 

Lower Manhattan District#  
 

In addition, the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission 
may certify any #urban plaza# that is the subject of 

application N070416ZCM, filed in conjunction with 
application C070415ZSM, and such #urban plaza# may be 
provided in accordance with the regulations of Section 37-
04, inclusive, in effect on April 23, 2007, as modified by 
the special regulations for such #urban plaza# as set forth 
in Article IX, Chapter 1 (Special Lower Manhattan District) 
and in the following provisions: 
 
(1)  #Floor area# bonus for an #urban plaza# in the #Special 

Lower Manhattan District# 
 

A #floor area# bonus for such #urban plaza#, pursuant 
to Section 91-22, may be permitted for a #development# 
or #enlargement# located within 50 feet of the #street 
line# of a #street# subject to the regulations for 
#street wall# continuity Type 2B.  

 
(2) #Street wall# regulations for an #urban plaza# in the 

#Special Lower Manhattan District# 
 

The #street wall# regulations for #street wall# 
continuity “Type 2” in the #Special Lower Manhattan 
District# shall be superseded by #street wall# 
continuity Types 2A and 2B as indicated on Map 2 in 
Appendix A of Article IX, Chapter 1.  

 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-80 
ARCADES 
 
The provisions of this Section shall apply to all #developments# 
an #enlargements# containing an #arcade# that qualifies for a 
#floor area# bonus pursuant to Sections 24-15, 33-14 or 43-14. 
 
An #arcade# shall be #developed# as a continuous covered space 
extending along a #street line#, or #publicly accessible open 
area#. An #arcade# shall be open for its entire length to the 
#street line# or #publicly accessible open area#, except for 
#building# columns, and unobstructed to a height of not less than 
12 feet, and either: 
 
(a) have a depth not less than 10 feet nor more than 30 feet 

measured perpendicular to the #street line# or boundary of 
the #publicly accessible open area# on which it fronts, and 
extend for at least 50 feet, or the full length of the 
#street line# or boundary of the #publicly accessible open 
area# on which it fronts, whichever is the lesser distance; 

or 
 
(b) on a #corner lot#, is bounded on two sides by the two 

intersecting #street lines#, and has an area of not less 
than 500 square feet and a minimum dimension of 10 feet. 

 
Such an #arcade# shall not at any point be above the level of the 
#street#, or #publicly accessible open area# that it adjoins, 
whichever is higher. Any portion of an #arcade# occupied by 
#building# columns shall be considered to be part of the area of 
the #arcade# for the purposes of computing a #floor area# bonus. 
 
No off-street parking spaces, passenger drop offs, driveways or 
off-street loading berths are permitted anywhere within an 
#arcade# or within 10 feet of any bonusable portion thereof. By 
certification, the Commission may permit such activity in the 
immediate vicinity of an #arcade# provided such activity will not 
adversely affect the functioning of the #arcade#. In no event 
shall such vehicular areas be eligible for an #arcade# bonus. 
 
#Arcades# shall be accessible to the public at all times. 
 
 
 
(11/28/07) 
 
37-90 
PARKING LOTS  
 
 
 
(2/2/11) 
 
37-91 
Applicability  
 
C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C7 C8 
 
In all districts, as indicated, the provisions of Section 37-90 
(PARKING LOTS), inclusive, shall apply to open parking areas that 
contain 18 or more spaces or are greater than 6,000 square feet 
in area, as follows:  
 
(a) #developments# with #accessory# open parking areas in which 

70 percent or more of the #floor area# on the #zoning lot# 
is occupied by a #commercial# or #community facility use#; 

 
(b) #enlargements# of a #building# with #accessory# open parking 

areas or the #enlargement# of an open parking area, that 
result in an increase in: 

 
(1) a total number of parking spaces #accessory# to 

#commercial# or #community facility uses# on the 
#zoning lot# that is at least 20 percent greater than 
the number of such spaces existing on November 28, 
2007; or 

 
(2) a total amount of #floor area# on the #zoning lot# that 

is at least 20 percent greater than the amount of 
#floor area# existing on November 28, 2007, and where 
at least 70 percent of the #floor area# on the #zoning 
lot# is occupied by #commercial# or #community facility 
uses#; and 

 
(c) existing #buildings# with new #accessory# open parking areas 

in which 70 percent or more of the #floor area# on the 
#zoning lot# is occupied by a #commercial# or #community 
facility use#. 

 
All #public parking lots# shall comply with the provisions of 
Section 37-921 (Perimeter landscaping). 
 
The provisions of Section 37-90, inclusive, shall not apply to 
surface parking located on the roof of a #building#, indoor 
parking garages, #public parking garages#, structured parking 
facilities, or #developments# in which at least 70 percent of the 
#floor area# or #lot area# on a #zoning lot# is used for 
automotive #uses# listed in Use Groups 9 or 16. 
 
For the purposes of Section 37-90, inclusive, an “open parking 
area” shall mean that portion of a #zoning lot# used for the 
parking or maneuvering of vehicles, including service vehicles, 
which is not covered by a #building#. Open parking areas shall 
also include all landscaped areas required pursuant to this 
Section within and adjacent to the open parking area. 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, where parking 
requirements are waived pursuant to Sections 25-33, 36-23 or 44-
23, as applicable, on #zoning lots# subdivided after November 28, 
2007, and parking spaces #accessory# to #commercial# or 
#community facility uses# or curb cuts accessing #commercial# or 
#community facility uses# are shown on the site plan required 
pursuant to Section 36-58, the provisions of Section 37-921 
(Perimeter landscaping) shall apply. 
 
A detailed plan or plans prepared by a registered landscape 
architect demonstrating compliance with the provisions of Section 
37-90, inclusive, shall be submitted to the Department of 
Buildings. Such plans shall include grading plans, drainage plans 
and planting plans, and sections and elevations as necessary to 



demonstrate compliance with the provisions of this Section.  
 
Any application for a special permit certified by the Department 
of City Planning or application for an authorization referred by 
the Department of City Planning for public review prior to 
November 28, 2007, may be continued pursuant to the regulations 
in effect at the time of certification or referral and, if 
granted by the City Planning Commission and, where applicable, 
the City Council, may be #developed# or #enlarged# pursuant to 
the terms of such permit or authorization, including minor 
modifications thereto and, to the extent not modified under the 
terms of such permit or authorization, in accordance with the 
regulations in effect at the time such application was certified 
or referred for public review. 
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37-92 
Landscaping 
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37-921 
Perimeter landscaping 
 
All open parking areas with 18 spaces or more or 6,000 square 
feet or more in area that front upon a #street# shall be screened 
at the #street line# by a perimeter landscaped area at least 
seven feet in width measured perpendicular to the #street line#. 
Such perimeter landscaped area may be interrupted only by 
vehicular entrances and exits. Walkways may also traverse the 
perimeter landscaped area in order to provide a direct connection 
between the public sidewalk and a walkway within or adjacent to 
the open parking area. In the event a perimeter landscaped area 
is greater than seven feet in width, the first seven feet 
adjacent to the open parking area must comply with paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this Section. The remainder of the landscaped 
perimeter area may comply with paragraphs (a) and (b) or be 
comprised of any combination of grass, groundcover, shrubs, trees 
or other living plant material. 
  
The perimeter landscaped area shall comply with the following 
requirements: 
 
(a) Grading, drainage and soil 
 

The open parking area shall be graded to allow stormwater 
runoff to drain into all required perimeter landscaped areas 
and planting islands required pursuant to Section 37-922 
(Interior landscaping). The perimeter landscaped area shall 
be comprised of soil with a depth of at least two and a half 
feet measured from the adjoining open parking area. Beneath 
such soil, filter fabric and one foot of gravel shall be 
provided. Proper drainage rates shall be attained through 
underdrains that are connected to detention storage that 
meets the drainage and flow requirements of the Department 
of Environmental Protection or through infiltration through 
the surrounding soil volume. If underdrains are not 
provided, soil boring tests shall be conducted by a licensed 
engineer to ensure that ponded surface water is drained in 
at least 24 hours. The perimeter landscaped area shall have 
an inverted slope to allow a minimum of six inches and a 
maximum of one foot of stormwater ponding, and surface 
ponding must drain in at least 24 hours. To allow for 
adequate drainage, elevated catchbasins shall be placed in 
the planting island above the ponding level. A raised curb 
shall edge the perimeter landscaped area, shall be at least 
six inches in height and shall contain inlets at appropriate 
intervals to allow stormwater infiltration from the open 
parking area. 

 
However, where the Commissioner of Buildings determines that 
due to the natural sloping topography of the site the 
drainage provisions of this paragraph, (a), would be 
infeasible for a perimeter landscaped area, such drainage 
provisions may be waived. In lieu thereof, such perimeter 
landscaped area shall be comprised of soil with a depth of 
at least three feet measured from the adjoining open parking 
area. A raised curb shall edge the perimeter landscaped area 
and be at least six inches in height. The planting 
requirements of paragraph (b) of this Section shall apply to 
such perimeter landscaped areas, except that plantings need 
not be selected from the lists in Section 37-963. 

 
(b) Plantings 
 

(1) Parking lot frontage 
 

The first two feet of the planting island fronting the 
open parking area shall be comprised of mulch and 
densely planted with groundcover above jute mesh to 
stabilize the inverted slope. This area may be used as 
an automobile bumper overhang area and may be included 
in calculating the required depth of an #abutting# 
parking space. All required groundcover shall be 
selected from the list in Section 37-963. 

 
(2) Sidewalk frontage 

 
The remainder of the perimeter landscaped area shall be 
densely planted with shrubs at a distance of 24 inches 
on center and maintained at a maximum height of three 
feet above the surface of the adjoining public 
sidewalk. All required shrubs shall be selected from 
the list in Section 37-963. 

 
(3) Trees 

 
One two-inch caliper tree shall be provided for every 
25 feet of open parking area #street# frontage. 
Fractions equal to or greater than one-half resulting 
from this calculation shall be considered to be one 
tree. Such perimeter trees shall be staggered wherever 
possible with #street# trees, but in no event shall 
perimeter trees be planted closer than 15 feet on 
center or within three feet to a perimeter screening 
area curb. Furthermore, a radius distance of at least 
20 feet shall be maintained between trunks of perimeter 
trees and #street# trees. If such distances cannot be 
maintained, the perimeter tree shall be waived in that 
location. However, if a #street# tree cannot be planted 
in the public sidewalk adjacent to the perimeter 
screening area because the Department of Parks and 
Recreation has determined that it is infeasible to 
plant a tree in such location, such tree shall be 
planted instead within the perimeter screening area 
adjacent to such portion of the public sidewalk and 
credited towards the amount of perimeter trees required 
pursuant to this paragraph. However, any perimeter tree 
within 15 feet of an elevated rail line or elevated 
highway shall be waived. All required perimeter trees 
shall be selected from the list in Section 37-961.  

 
(c) Obstructions 
 

Utilities and #signs# permitted in Sections 32-62, 32-63 or 
42-52 may be located in the perimeter screening area. 
Ornamental fencing, excluding chain link fencing, with a 
surface area at least 50 percent open is permitted in the 
perimeter screening area, provided such fencing does not 
exceed four feet in height and is located at least five feet 
from the #street line#. 
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37-922 
Interior landscaping 
 
All open parking areas of 36 or more parking spaces or at least 
12,000 square feet in area shall provide at least one tree for 
every eight parking spaces. Fractions equal to or greater than 
one-half resulting from this calculation shall be considered to 
be one tree. Such trees shall be in addition to the trees 
required in the perimeter screening area. Each such tree shall 
have a minimum caliper of three inches and be located in a 
planting island with a minimum area of 150 square feet of 
pervious surface. 
 
(a) Distribution 
 

The following distribution rules shall apply: 
 

(1) Each end space in a row of five or more parking spaces 
shall fully abut a planting island or a perimeter 
landscaped area along the long dimension of such end 
space; 

 
(2) No more than 15 parking spaces shall be permitted 

between planting islands, or a planting island and a 
perimeter landscaped area; and 

 
(3) For open parking areas at least 150,000 square feet in 

area, in addition to the requirements set forth in 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this Section, every 
other row of parking spaces in which each space does 
not fully abut a perimeter landscaped area shall abut a 
planting island. Such planting island shall have a 
minimum width of eight feet and extend along the entire 
length of such row of parking spaces. Such planting 
islands may be traversed by walkways no more than three 
feet wide and spaced at least 50 feet apart. 

 



 
 
    (37-922a3) 
 

(4) Planting islands required pursuant to paragraphs (a)(1) 
and (a)(3) may be discontinued where a pedestrian 
access lane is provided that serves no more than five 
parking spaces required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  
 

 
 
  (37-922a4) 
 

(5) Compliance with paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) may be 
waived where the Commissioner of Buildings determines 
that tree planting in such locations would conflict 
with loading operations. Such trees shall be planted 
elsewhere in the open parking area. 

 
(b) Grading, drainage and soil 

 
The open parking area shall be graded to allow stormwater 

runoff to drain into all planting islands required pursuant 
to this Section and perimeter landscaped areas required 
pursuant to Section 37-921. Planting islands shall have an 
inverted slope to allow a minimum six inches and a maximum 
of one foot of stormwater ponding, and surface ponding must 
drain in at least 24 hours. To allow for adequate drainage, 
elevated catchbasins shall be placed in the planting island 
above the ponding level. Planting islands shall be comprised 
of soil with a depth of at least two and a half feet 
measured from the surface of the adjoining open parking 
area. Beneath such soil, filter fabric and one foot of 
gravel shall be provided. Proper drainage rates shall be 
attained through underdrains that are connected to detention 
storage that meets the drainage and flow requirements of the 
Department of Environmental Protection or through 
infiltration through the surrounding soil volume. If 
underdrains are not provided, soil boring tests shall be 
conducted by a licensed engineer to ensure that ponded 
surface water is drained in at least 24 hours. A raised curb 
shall edge the planting island, shall be at least six inches 
in height and shall contain inlets at appropriate intervals 
to allow stormwater infiltration from the open parking area. 
 
However, where the Commissioner of Buildings determines that 
due to the natural sloping topography of the site the 
drainage provisions of this paragraph, (b), would be 
infeasible for an interior planting island, such drainage 
provisions may be waived. In lieu thereof, such planting 
island shall be comprised of soil with a depth of at least 
three feet measured from the adjoining open parking area. A 
raised curb shall edge the perimeter landscaped area and be 
at least six inches in height. The planting requirements of 
paragraph (c) of this Section shall apply to such planting 
islands, except that plantings need not be selected from the 
lists in Section 37-963. 
 

(c) Plantings 
 
The first two feet of the planting island fronting the open 
parking area shall be comprised of mulch and densely planted 
with groundcover above jute mesh to stabilize the inverted 
slope. This area may be used as an automobile bumper 
overhang area and may be included in calculating the 
required depth of an #abutting# parking space. The remaining 
area of the planting island shall be densely planted with 
shrubs, maintained at a maximum height of three feet, at a 
distance of 24 inches on center. Planting islands which are 
bisected by pedestrian access lanes serving Americans with 
Disabilities Act parking spaces (as shown in paragraph 
(a)(4) of this Section) shall provide groundcover in lieu of 

shrubs. Each required tree shall be centered in a planted 
area measuring at least eight feet by eight feet. Multiple 
trees are allowed in a single planting island provided they 
are spaced no closer than 25 feet on center and there is at 
least 150 square feet of pervious area for each tree. Any 
area with a dimension of less than two feet shall not 
contribute to such 150 square foot minimum area. Required 
trees shall be located first in planting islands at the ends 
of parking rows required pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) of 
this Section, and then in planting islands that break up 
parking rows with more than 15 spaces required pursuant to 
paragraph (a)(2) of this Section. Any remaining required 
trees may be located in the continuous planting island 
required pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) of this Section or 
located in other planting islands within the open parking 
area. All required trees, shrubs and groundcovers shall be 
selected from the lists in Sections 37-962 and 37-963. 
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37-93 
Maintenance 
 
All on-site landscaping shall be maintained in good conditions at 
all times. Landscaped areas must be kept free of litter, and 
drainage components maintained in working order. In the event of 
the loss of any on-site landscaping, the owner of the #zoning 
lot# shall replace such landscaping by the next appropriate 
planting season. All landscaped areas must contain a built-in 
irrigation system or supply hose bibs within 100 feet of all 
planting islands. 
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37-94 
Refuse Storage 
 
All site plans must show an area designated for refuse storage. 
Any container used for refuse storage must be enclosed and 
screened either within a #building# or an #accessory structure#. 
If refuse storage is located in a container or #accessory 
structure#, it must be located at least 50 feet from any #street 
line# and screened on all sides by a six foot high masonry wall, 
with one side consisting of an opaque, lockable gate.  
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37-95 
Modifications of Design Standards 
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37-951 
Modification of landscaping requirements  
 
The requirements of Section 37-90 (PARKING LOTS), inclusive, may 
be waived in whole or in part if the Commissioner of Buildings 
certifies that such requirements are unfeasible due to unique 
geological conditions such as excessive subsurface rock 
conditions, underground municipal infrastructure, a high water 
table, or a City, State or Federal mandated brownfield 
remediation that requires the site to be capped. Where a high 
water table exists, the planting requirements of Section 37-90, 
inclusive, shall be complied with, except such planted areas need 
not be designed to absorb storm water runoff. 
 
Such waiver shall be based on a report prepared by a licensed 
engineer that such conditions exist.  
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37-952 
Modification of design requirements by authorization 
 
For #enlargements#, the City Planning Commission may authorize 
modifications or waivers of the maneuverability and curb cut 
standards of Section 36-58, and the landscaping requirements of 
Section 37-90 (PARKING LOTS), inclusive, for portions of the 
#zoning lot# occupied by existing open parking areas, provided 
the Commission finds that: 
 
(a) maneuverability and curb cut regulations have been complied 

with to the maximum extent practicable; 
 
(b) the amount of perimeter landscaped areas have been provided 

to the maximum extent practicable;  
 
(c) the amount of interior planting islands and their 

distribution throughout the existing open parking area have 
been provided to the maximum extent practicable; and 



 
(d) perimeter landscaped areas and interior planting islands 

have been engineered to absorb storm water runoff to the 
maximum extent practicable. 

 
The Commission may request reports from licensed engineers and 
landscaped architects in considering such modifications.   
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37-96 
Landscaping Selection Lists 
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37-961 
Selection list for perimeter trees 
 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
Acer campestre Hedge Maple* 
Acer ginnala Amur Maple* 
Acer negundo Boxelder* 
Acer truncatum Shantung Maple* 
Amelanchier arborea Downy Serviceberry 
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry 
Amelanchier laevis Allegheny Serviceberry 
Betula lenta Sweet Birch* 
Betula nigra “Heritage” Heritage River Birch* 
Carpinus caroliniana American hornbeam 
Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar 
Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar 
Crataegus laevigata English Hawthorn 
Crataegus viridis    Green Hawthorn 
Cornus mas Cornelian Cherry* 
Cornus racemosa Gray Dogwood* 
Cercis canadensis Redbud 
Hamamelis vernalis Vernal Witchhazel 
Hamamelis virginiana American Witchhazel 
Koelreuteria paniculata Goldenraintree 
Larix laricina Tamarack 
Magnolia stella Star Magnolia 
Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia 
Maackia amurensis Amur Maackia 
Pinus virginiana Virginia Pine 
Prunus cerasifera Purpleleaf Plum 

Prunus 'Okame' Okame Cherry 
Prunus padus European Birdcherry 
Prunus sargentii Sargent Cherry 
Prunus serrulata “Kwanzan” Japanese Flowering Cherry 
Prunus virginiana “Schubert” Schubert Cherry 
Prunus x yedoensis Yoshino Cherry 
Rhus copallina Shinning Sumac 
Salix discolor True Pussy Willow 
Sambucus nigra Black Elderberry 
Syringa reticulata Japanese Tree Lilac 

 
_________ 
 
* Asian Longhorn Beetle quarantine species - planting not 

recommended in parts of Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and 
Staten Island 
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37-962 
Selection list for interior trees 
 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
Acer rubrum Red Maple* 
Acer saccharinum Silver Maple* 
Acer x freemanii Freeman Maple* 
Catalpa speciosa Northern Catalpa 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry 
Celtis laevigata Sugar Hackberry 
Eucommia ulmoides Hardy Rubber Tree 
Fraxinus americana American Ash* 
Fraxinus excelsior European Ash* 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash* 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Honeylocust 
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo 
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree 
Juglans nigra Black Walnut 
Larix decidua European Larch 
Larix laricina American Larch 
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum 
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree 
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood 
Nyssa sylvatica Tupelo 
Platanus occidentalis American Sycamore 
Platanus x acerifolia London Planetree 
Pyrus calleryana Callery Pear*** 

Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak 
Quercus imbricaria Shingle Oak 
Quercus palustris Pin Oak 
Quercus phellos Willow Oak 
Quercus rubra Northern Red Oak 
Taxodium distichum Baldcypress 
Ulmus americana American Elm*/** 
Ulmus carpinifolla Smooth-leaf Elm*/** 
Ulmus parvifolla Lace Bark Elm*/** 
Styphnolobium japonicum Scholar Tree 
Tilia americana Basswood/American Linden 
Zelkova serrata Japanese Zelkova 

 
_____ 
 
* Asian Longhorn Beetle quarantine species - planting not 

recommended in parts of Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and 
Staten Island 

 
** Only cultivars of elms that have been bred for resistance to 

Dutch Elm Disease 
 
***  Excluding “Bradford” cultivar 
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37-963 
Selection list for ground covers and shrubs 
 

GROUND COVERS 
 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
Asclepias tuberosum Butterfly Weed 
Calamagrostis stricta Slimstem Reedgrass 
Comptonia peregrina Sweetfern 
Cortaderia selloana “Pumilla” Dwarf Pampas Grass 
Euonymus coloratus Euonymus 
Festuca glauca Blue Fescue Grass 
Juniperus horizentalis Creeping Juniper 
Hibiscus moscheutos Swamp Rose Mallow*  
Iris pallida Sweet Iris 
Iris sibirica Siberian Iris 
Iris versicolor Blue Flag Iris 

 
 

SHRUBS 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Abeliax grandiflora Glossy Abelia 
Aesculus parviflora Bottlebrush Buckeye 
Andromeda polifolia Bog-rosemary 
Aronia arbutifolia Red Chokeberry 
Aronia melanocarpa Black Chokeberry 
Baccharis halimifolia Eastern baccharis 
Betula nana Dwarf birch 
Betula pumila Bog Birch 
Calluna vulgaris Scotch Heather 
Castanea pumila chinkapin 
Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush 
Chamaecyparis spp. Chamaecyparis 
Clethra alnifolia Summersweet 
Cornus sericea Redtwig Dogwood 
Cornus sericea “Flaviramea” Yellowtwig Dogwood 
Cotoneaster dammeri Bearberry Cotoneaster 
Daphne cneorum Rose Daphne 
Daphne caucasica Caucasian Daphne 
Ericacarnea Spring Heath 
Euonymus fortunei Wintercreeper Euonymus 
Eubotrys racemosa Swamp Doghobble   
Gaylussaciabrachycera Box Huckleberry 
Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf Hydrangea 
Ilex crenata Japanese Holly 
Ilex glabra Inkberry 
Ilex verticillata Winterberry 
Itea virginica“Henry’s Garnet” Virginia Sweetspire 
Juniperus procumbens    Japgarden Juniper 
Juniperus sabina Savin Juniper 
Juniperus squamata Singleseed Juniper 
Kalmia angustifolia Sheep Laurel 
Ledum groenlandicum Labrador Tea 
Leiophyllum buxifolium Box Sandmyrtle 
Leucothoe racemosa Sweetbells Leucothoe 
Microbiota decussata Russian Arborvitae 
Myrica gale Sweetgale 
Paxistima canbyi Canby Paxistima 
Pieris floribunda Mountain Pieris 
Rhododendron canadense Rhodora 
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp Azalea 
Rhododendron atlanticum Coast Azalea 
Rhus aromatica “Gro-Lo” Gro-Lo Sumac 
Rosa Palustris Swamp Rose 
Spirea x bumaldi”Anthony Waterer” Goldflame Spirea 
Vaccinium macrocarpon American Cranberry 
Zenobia pulverenta Dusty Zenobia 

  
_____ 

 

 

 
* Asian Longhorn Beetle quarantine species - planting not 

recommended in parts of Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and 
Staten Island 

 
 



 
	

ANNEX	5	
	

The	Annex	5	is	a	law	passed	by	President	Morsi	in	November	2013,	which	bans	any	form	of	public	

demonstration,	and	put	under	curfew	Egypt's	major	urban	centres	from	7:00pm	for	public	security.				

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	5,	5.2.1	From	Tahrir	Square	to	New	Cairo.		

	





















ANNEX	6	
	

The	Annex	6	 is	an	urban	 law	that	was	passed	through	the	UK	Parliament	 in	2014.	The	 law	“Anti-

Social	 Behaviour,	 Crime	 and	 Policing”	 and	 tackles	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 issues	 and	 gives	 to	 local	

authorities	 the	power	 to	make	Public	Space	Protection	Orders	 (PSPOs),	 to	control	access	 to	open	

spaces.	 PART	 4	 Community	 protection	 notices,	 CHAPTER	 2	 Public	 spaces	 protection	 orders,	 59	

Power	to	make	orders.	

This	Annex	correlates	to	Chapter	5,	5.2.2	Spatializing	Occupying	London.		
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(a) a notice specified in that subsection served before the commencement
day;

(b) anything done in connection with such a notice.

(2) The notices are—
(a) a litter abatement notice under section 92 of the Environmental

Protection Act 1990;
(b) a litter clearing notice under section 92A of that Act;
(c) a street litter control notice under section 93 of that Act;
(d) a defacement removal notice under section 48 of the Anti-social

Behaviour Act 2003.

(3) A community protection notice that contains no requirement that could not
have been contained in one of the notices specified in subsection (2) may be
issued in respect of conduct before the commencement day.

(4) Subsection (3) applies only during the period of 3 months beginning with the
commencement day.

(5) In this section “commencement day” means the day on which this Chapter
comes into force.

CHAPTER 2

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS

Public spaces protection orders

59 Power to make orders

(1) A local authority may make a public spaces protection order if satisfied on
reasonable grounds that two conditions are met.

(2) The first condition is that—
(a) activities carried on in a public place within the authority’s area have

had a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality, or
(b) it is likely that activities will be carried on in a public place within that

area and that they will have such an effect.

(3) The second condition is that the effect, or likely effect, of the activities—
(a) is, or is likely to be, of a persistent or continuing nature,
(b) is, or is likely to be, such as to make the activities unreasonable, and
(c) justifies the restrictions imposed by the notice.

(4) A public spaces protection order is an order that identifies the public place
referred to in subsection (2) (“the restricted area”) and—

(a) prohibits specified things being done in the restricted area,
(b) requires specified things to be done by persons carrying on specified

activities in that area, or
(c) does both of those things.

(5) The only prohibitions or requirements that may be imposed are ones that are
reasonable to impose in order—



Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (c. 12)
Part 4 — Community protection
Chapter 1 — Community protection notices

33

(a) a notice specified in that subsection served before the commencement
day;

(b) anything done in connection with such a notice.

(2) The notices are—
(a) a litter abatement notice under section 92 of the Environmental

Protection Act 1990;
(b) a litter clearing notice under section 92A of that Act;
(c) a street litter control notice under section 93 of that Act;
(d) a defacement removal notice under section 48 of the Anti-social

Behaviour Act 2003.

(3) A community protection notice that contains no requirement that could not
have been contained in one of the notices specified in subsection (2) may be
issued in respect of conduct before the commencement day.

(4) Subsection (3) applies only during the period of 3 months beginning with the
commencement day.

(5) In this section “commencement day” means the day on which this Chapter
comes into force.

CHAPTER 2

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS

Public spaces protection orders

59 Power to make orders

(1) A local authority may make a public spaces protection order if satisfied on
reasonable grounds that two conditions are met.

(2) The first condition is that—
(a) activities carried on in a public place within the authority’s area have

had a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality, or
(b) it is likely that activities will be carried on in a public place within that

area and that they will have such an effect.

(3) The second condition is that the effect, or likely effect, of the activities—
(a) is, or is likely to be, of a persistent or continuing nature,
(b) is, or is likely to be, such as to make the activities unreasonable, and
(c) justifies the restrictions imposed by the notice.

(4) A public spaces protection order is an order that identifies the public place
referred to in subsection (2) (“the restricted area”) and—

(a) prohibits specified things being done in the restricted area,
(b) requires specified things to be done by persons carrying on specified

activities in that area, or
(c) does both of those things.

(5) The only prohibitions or requirements that may be imposed are ones that are
reasonable to impose in order—

Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (c. 12)
Part 4 — Community protection

Chapter 2 — Public spaces protection orders

34

(a) to prevent the detrimental effect referred to in subsection (2) from
continuing, occurring or recurring, or

(b) to reduce that detrimental effect or to reduce the risk of its continuance,
occurrence or recurrence.

(6) A prohibition or requirement may be framed—
(a) so as to apply to all persons, or only to persons in specified categories,

or to all persons except those in specified categories;
(b) so as to apply at all times, or only at specified times, or at all times

except those specified;
(c) so as to apply in all circumstances, or only in specified circumstances,

or in all circumstances except those specified.

(7) A public spaces protection order must—
(a) identify the activities referred to in subsection (2);
(b) explain the effect of section 63 (where it applies) and section 67;
(c) specify the period for which the order has effect.

(8) A public spaces protection order must be published in accordance with
regulations made by the Secretary of State.

60 Duration of orders

(1) A public spaces protection order may not have effect for a period of more than
3 years, unless extended under this section.

(2) Before the time when a public spaces protection order is due to expire, the local
authority that made the order may extend the period for which it has effect if
satisfied on reasonable grounds that doing so is necessary to prevent—

(a) occurrence or recurrence after that time of the activities identified in the
order, or

(b) an increase in the frequency or seriousness of those activities after that
time.

(3) An extension under this section—
(a) may not be for a period of more than 3 years;
(b) must be published in accordance with regulations made by the

Secretary of State.

(4) A public spaces protection order may be extended under this section more than
once.

61 Variation and discharge of orders

(1) Where a public spaces protection order is in force, the local authority that made
the order may vary it—

(a) by increasing or reducing the restricted area;
(b) by altering or removing a prohibition or requirement included in the

order, or adding a new one.

(2) A local authority may make a variation under subsection (1)(a) that results in
the order applying to an area to which it did not previously apply only if the
conditions in section 59(2) and (3) are met as regards activities in that area.
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(3) A local authority may make a variation under subsection (1)(b) that makes a
prohibition or requirement more extensive, or adds a new one, only if the
prohibitions and requirements imposed by the order as varied are ones that
section 59(5) allows to be imposed.

(4) A public spaces protection order may be discharged by the local authority that
made it.

(5) Where an order is varied, the order as varied must be published in accordance
with regulations made by the Secretary of State.

(6) Where an order is discharged, a notice identifying the order and stating the
date when it ceases to have effect must be published in accordance with
regulations made by the Secretary of State.

Prohibition on consuming alcohol

62 Premises etc to which alcohol prohibition does not apply

(1) A prohibition in a public spaces protection order on consuming alcohol does
not apply to—

(a) premises (other than council-operated licensed premises) authorised
by a premises licence to be used for the supply of alcohol;

(b) premises authorised by a club premises certificate to be used by the
club for the supply of alcohol;

(c) a place within the curtilage of premises within paragraph (a) or (b);
(d) premises which by virtue of Part 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 may at the

relevant time be used for the supply of alcohol or which, by virtue of
that Part, could have been so used within the 30 minutes before that
time;

(e) a place where facilities or activities relating to the sale or consumption
of alcohol are at the relevant time permitted by virtue of a permission
granted under section 115E of the Highways Act 1980 (highway-related
uses).

(2) A prohibition in a public spaces protection order on consuming alcohol does
not apply to council-operated licensed premises—

(a) when the premises are being used for the supply of alcohol, or
(b) within 30 minutes after the end of a period during which the premises

have been used for the supply of alcohol.

(3) In this section—
“club premises certificate” has the meaning given by section 60 of the

Licensing Act 2003;
“premises licence” has the meaning given by section 11 of that Act;
“supply of alcohol” has the meaning given by section 14 of that Act.

(4) For the purposes of this section, premises are “council-operated licensed
premises” if they are authorised by a premises licence to be used for the supply
of alcohol and—

(a) the licence is held by a local authority in whose area the premises (or
part of the premises) are situated, or

(b) the licence is held by another person but the premises are occupied by
a local authority or are managed by or on behalf of a local authority.
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(3) A local authority may make a variation under subsection (1)(b) that makes a
prohibition or requirement more extensive, or adds a new one, only if the
prohibitions and requirements imposed by the order as varied are ones that
section 59(5) allows to be imposed.

(4) A public spaces protection order may be discharged by the local authority that
made it.

(5) Where an order is varied, the order as varied must be published in accordance
with regulations made by the Secretary of State.

(6) Where an order is discharged, a notice identifying the order and stating the
date when it ceases to have effect must be published in accordance with
regulations made by the Secretary of State.

Prohibition on consuming alcohol

62 Premises etc to which alcohol prohibition does not apply

(1) A prohibition in a public spaces protection order on consuming alcohol does
not apply to—

(a) premises (other than council-operated licensed premises) authorised
by a premises licence to be used for the supply of alcohol;

(b) premises authorised by a club premises certificate to be used by the
club for the supply of alcohol;

(c) a place within the curtilage of premises within paragraph (a) or (b);
(d) premises which by virtue of Part 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 may at the

relevant time be used for the supply of alcohol or which, by virtue of
that Part, could have been so used within the 30 minutes before that
time;

(e) a place where facilities or activities relating to the sale or consumption
of alcohol are at the relevant time permitted by virtue of a permission
granted under section 115E of the Highways Act 1980 (highway-related
uses).

(2) A prohibition in a public spaces protection order on consuming alcohol does
not apply to council-operated licensed premises—

(a) when the premises are being used for the supply of alcohol, or
(b) within 30 minutes after the end of a period during which the premises

have been used for the supply of alcohol.

(3) In this section—
“club premises certificate” has the meaning given by section 60 of the

Licensing Act 2003;
“premises licence” has the meaning given by section 11 of that Act;
“supply of alcohol” has the meaning given by section 14 of that Act.

(4) For the purposes of this section, premises are “council-operated licensed
premises” if they are authorised by a premises licence to be used for the supply
of alcohol and—

(a) the licence is held by a local authority in whose area the premises (or
part of the premises) are situated, or

(b) the licence is held by another person but the premises are occupied by
a local authority or are managed by or on behalf of a local authority.




