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In order to fulfill this task, among other 
initiatives, the COAM offers two basic 
services: the Library and the Historical 
Service, entities that when considered 
together are one of the most impor-
tant Architecture Documentation Cen-
ters in Spain. In addition to the keeping 
of its rich holdings, the Documentation 
Center allows a more comprehensive 
architectural research due to the fact 
that researchers can simultaneously 
consult the primary and secondary 
sources in the same physical space.

The Library, specialized in architec-
ture, offers 45.000 monographs, 3.100 
audiovisuals and more than thousand 
books and documents dated before 
1900, among its 140.000 catalogue 
entries. The magazine collection, one 
of the best in the country, holds 2.100 
different titles and 86.000 volumes. 

The Historical Service keeps 56 archi-
tects' legacies with over 160.000 clas-
sified documents —40.000 scanned 
images and 16.000 documentaries— 
put to free and public access through 
its web site: Archivos de Arquitectura. 
The Historic Service also offers one of 
the most complete online architectural 
guides of Madrid, The Guía de Arqui-
tectura de Madrid APP.

This status of Documentation Center 
in architecture provides COAM with 
the capacity to collaborate with urban-

HIST. Precisely, the three PhD students 
that have been using COAM services 
have valued both: the rich collection 
of books and documents and the pos-
sibility of the combined consultation 
and research.

The COAM also provides logistical 
support to researchers for the deve-
lopment of their work by helping them 
with thematic searches, feasibility of 
accessing other institutions and per-
sonalities or by offering its knowledge 
of the research resources in Madrid. 
In this very sense, direct involvement 
from the Library and Historical Service 
staff as well as of the Members of the 
COAM – Dean and Vicedean – when 
fulfilling this task is plenty guaranteed.

On the other hand, PhD students may 
benefit from the courses of the COAM's 
Continuous Training Institute and the 
cultural programme of the COAM Ar-
chitecture Foundation that includes 
exhibitions, workshops, lectures, semi-
nars, etc.  And not just as students, but 
as lecturers, because COAM gives ur-
banHIST the possibility of including its 
members and students as part of the 
panel of seminars dealing with their to-
pics and even organize own meetings.
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COAM is a corporation governed by public law which 
has as its main mission the representation and de-
fense of the professional interests of the architects 
of Madrid. Although, as part of its main duties, the 
COAM must also help to safeguard the cultural and 
environmental values of the architecture for the be-
nefit of society.
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