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ABSTRACT 

The activities in construction, excavation, earthworks and tunnels, with risk of falling 
height or burial appear specifically in section H of Annex I, Especially Dangerous 
Activities, Royal Decree 39/1997, of January 17, by which approves the Regulation of 
Prevention Services[1]. 
 
Having said the above and seen the high number of incidents and accidents at work that 
year after year show the statistics of this sector, it is not unfounded to understand 
construction as a dangerous activity. 
 
If it is not incomprehensible, it draws attention to the fact that Royal Decree 1627/97 of 
October 24, which establishes minimum safety and health provisions in construction[2] 
works does not prevent a young person from giving his first work steps providing their 
services in the work. In the year 2007 it has to be the IV General Agreement of the 
construction sector[3], which in a "blunt" way prohibits hiring people who have not yet 
reached the age of 18, the minimum age to work in construction that until then was in 
16 years old. 
 
It is hard to understand that 10 years have to pass before, allow the expression, put a 
stop to and tackle such an irrational situation: there is no reason to describe it in this 
way. However, today, in construction, there is still another Kafkaesque situation, no less 
absurd or anguished: the presence on the work of foreign workers who neither speak nor 
understand a minimum of any of the official languages of this country.  
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