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How to Get published in an
Academic Journal

Introduction to scholarly publishing



Elsevier Overview

AThe worl dés | eading provider of sciet
A Global business with offices around the world.

AElsevier serves a global network of:

scecececeadournals

cee. .. Editors. ... ... ..
....... Editorial Board Members
sss. Reviewers

s« « « AUthors

Alts products reach more than 12 million researchers in 4,500 institutions, 5
million students, and 15 million doctors, nurses and health professionals.

http://www.elsevier.com/



http://china.elsevier.com/
http://china.elsevier.com/
http://china.elsevier.com/

What do we provide?

ScienceDirect

Access peer-reviewed full-text arlicles
through SciVerse ScienceDirect

Access to critical information, including
documents on drug safety and approval

Planning and performance

Scival

Establish, execute and evaluate research
strategies

Scopus

Access the largest abstract and citation
database of peer-reviewed literature

GE®FACETS.

Thousands of georeferenced geological
maps and trusted scientific insights for
geoscientists

®volve

An interactive dassroom environment for
nursing and health professions students

CLIN ICAI.
Provides clinicians with the fastest, most

clinically relevant answer from Elsevier's
medical and surgical content

Humin

Insights from scientific, patent, web and
news content that drive innovation

MEDai

Harness information to make smarter
decisions about population
management, patient care and more



http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03701573
http://www.materialstoday.com/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01406736
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Why Publish?

A To register the Originality- that they were the first to discover the
answer to a problem. This helps to establish a name for themselves
In their community.

A Scientists publish the details of important experiments so that others
can try to reproduce the results and their work can be repeated
and/or their experimental procedures can be reviewed.

A To inform other scientists working in the same discipline. So these
colleagues can either stop looking, incorporate this new finding in
their own analysis, or move onto the next stage of the problem.

A To promote peer review and comment. Everyone is blind to their
own faults. Different eyes may see problems that the first researcher
has missed

Publishing Connect
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Academic publishing
The publishing cycle

refpgiReyeYy
subtRe@hs

>700 million

B
0)

FRissepikate

>120 countries!

55vanada 0+
PesliRRMEY

12.6 miliion 36&4{300
PigguRLon -
pIrtipbee
available accepted
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Planning your article
Are you ready to publish ?

Not ready

Work has no scientific interest

Ready

Work advances the field

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Publishing Connect

Planning Your Article
What makes a strong manuscript ?

A Clear and useful message
A Alogical manner
A Readers grasp the research

Editors, reviewers and readers all want to receive
well presented manuscripts that fit within the aims
and scope of their journal.

Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Planning your article
Types of manuscripts

@_I Full articles
L A Substantial, complete and comprehensive pieces of research
Is my message sufficient for a full article?

Letters or short communications

A Quick and early communications
Are my results so thrilling that they should be shown as soon as possible?

Review papers
A summaries of recent developments on a specific topic

A often submitted by invitation

Your supervisor or colleagues are also good sources for
advice on manuscript types.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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New types of manuscripts

A Adaptations and customizations to methods m

(Example journal: MethodsX)

(Example journal: Data in Brief)

A Published datasets: available for sharing and reuse E

AP 4
&

A Articles that acknowledge the impact of software on
research (Example journal: SoftwareX)

Ask your supervisor and colleagues for advice on manuscript type.
Sometimes outsiders see things more clearly than you.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Choosing the right journal
What to consider?

x Reputation - editor/board/journal

x Audience

x Refereestandard

x Editorial & production speed

x Impact factor (citation rate)zigenfactarSNIPSJR

A Supervisor and colleagues can provide good suggestions

A Articles in your reference list will usually lead you directly to the right
journals.

Publishing Connect
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Choosing the right journal
The Impact Factor

A It indicates how many times the more recent
papers in a journal are cited on average in a

) given year

A ltis influenced by editorial policies of journals
and turnover of research

The impact factor can give you a general guidance, but it
should NOT be the sole reason to choose a journal

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Choosing the right journal
Journal Finder Tool

EI_,SE\/I ER Type here to search on Elsevier.com pe Advanced search Folowus: [ B ¥ 3§ Help & Contact

Journals & books Solutions Authors, editors & reviewers About Elsevier Community Store
For Authors Elsevier for authors
Journal authors' home How to publish in an Elsevier journal
Author Rights

Every year, we accept and publish mere than 250,000 journal articles. Publishing in an Elsevier journal starts with finding the right journal for your

Ethics paper. If you already know which journal, you can enter the title directly in the search box below. Alternatively, click on the "Start matching' button to
find a suitable journal based on the abstract of your article.

Agreements P

Open access ' I

Publishing : - Prepare your :
i Find a journal Submit pa Check status
Author services process / | paper paper
Authors' Update |
Early career researchers
Match your abstract to a journal Search for a journal by name

Bock authors' home

Sharing your articie =
oy I Start matching or Search for a Journal —D
Journal and article metrics

Promote your article

The Elsevier publishing process step by step

1. Find the right journal

The first step is finding the right journal for your paper. Among the thousands of journals and books published by Elsevier are
some of the world's most prominent and respected medical, scientific and technological publications. These include The Lancet,
Cell, Tetrahedron Letters and a host of others. Find a journal match for your abstract by clicking on the blue 'Start matching' button
above.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Send us feedback

Search resulis (10)

Jowrnal tit ditorizl Times Acceptance Production Times
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Transportation Research Part D — A2 Available 8 weeks - & weeks
Msatch  Impact Factor  Open Access Editorial Times  Acceptance Production Times

View Scope and more information % Full sims and scope on journal homepage & Submit Your Paper &

Urban Climate — - - 10 weeks 8T % 14 wesks

Match  Impact Factor pen Access  Editorial Times  Acceptance Production Times

View Scope and more information w Full sims and scope on journal homepage

Journal of Cleaner Production — 3.590 Available T weeks 47 % 73 wasks

- - ~ - I} —~— | . - — ! — - — | - . —~—
Mstch  Impact Factor  Open Acces Editorisl Times  Acceptance  Production Times

Wiew Scope and more information w Full sims and scope on journal homepsge o+ Submit Your Paper e

Energy for Sustainable — 2380 Awailable 9 wesks 14 % 17 weeks
Development Match  Impact Factor  Open Access Editonial Times  Acceptance Production Times

Wiew Scope and more information w Full sims and scope on journal homepsge t+ Submit Your Paper %

Energy Policy — 2698 Available 13 wesks 2% 12 wesks

Msatch Impact Factor Open Acces Editorisl Times  Acceptance Production Times

Wiew Scops and more information w Full sims and scope on journal homepage ¢ Submit Your Paper e
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Preparing your manuscript
Guide for Authors

A Find it on the journal homepage of the publisher, e.g. Elsevier.com
A Keep to the Guide for Authors in your manuscript
A 1t will save your time
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Guide for Authors

Submit Your Paper

Track Your Paper

Order Journal

Access Full Text
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General structure of a research article
A Title

A Abstract

A Keywords

A Introduction
A Methods
A Results and Discussion (IMRAD)

A Conclusion
A Acknowledgements
A References
A Supporting Materials

Read the Guide for Authors for the specific criteria
of your target journal.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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(Effective) Titles

AAttract readerods attenti on
A Contain fewest possible words

A Adequately describe content

A Are informative but concise

A ldentify main issue
A Do not use technical jargon and rarely-used abbreviations

Editors and reviewers do not like titles that make no sense or fail to
represent the subject matter adequately.

Additionally, if the title is not accurate, the appropriate audience may
not read your paper.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Keywords

A Are the labels of the manuscript

A Are used by indexing and abstracting services

A Should be specific

A Avoid words with broad meaning

A Should use only established abbreviations (e.g. DNA)

Check the Guide for Authors for specifics on which keywords should be

used.

Article title Keywords

NAn experi ment al Solarcollector; supercritical CO2,;
evacuated tube solar collector using solar energy; solar thermal
supercritical C O 2 utilization

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus



Abstract

A\ is freely available in electronic abstracting & indexing services

~ [PubMed, Medline, Embase, SciVerse Scopus, ....]

A Summarize the problem, methods, results, and conclusions in a

) single paragraph

A Make it interesting and understandable
"! I I I . I -E-

We tackle the general linear instantaneous model (possibly
underdetermined and noisy) where we model the source prior with a
Student t distribution. The conjugate-exponential characterisation of the t
distribution as an infinite mixture of scaled Gaussians enables us to do
efficient inference. We study two well-known inference methods, Gibbs

I or not your work

L— What has

sampler and variational Bayes for Bayesian source separation. We derive
both techniques as local message passing algorithms to highlight their
algorithmic similarities and to contrast their different convergence
characteristics and computational requirements.

Our simulation results suggest that typical posterior distributions in source
separation have multiple local maxima. Therefore we propose a hybrid

been done

_— What are the

approach where we explore the state space with a Gibbs sampler and
then switch to a deterministic algorithm. This approach seems to be able
to combine the speed of the variational approach with the robustness of
the Gibbs sampler.

main findings

" Publishing Campus
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The process of writing 1
building the article

Title, Abstract, and Keywords

Conclusion Introduction

Methods Results Discussion

Figures/Tables (your data)

Elsevier Publishing Campus

22



Introduction
Provide context to convince readers that you clearly know why your

work is useful

Sample 1st paragraph of an Introductlon

1. Introeduction

The environmental pollution and the energy crisis have brought serious problems to the sworld environment
and sustainable development. The applications of solar energy to electricity generation and heat
collection/refrigeration bhecome impaortant, and have received considerahle attention [1], [21, [3], [4], [3], [6], [7]
and [B]. The solar collector is the heart of these solar energy utilization systems. Daring the [ast two decades a
humber of researchers have worked on developing new and mare efficient solar callectar ar improving
existing ones [9], [10] and [11]. For example, the performance of a water-in-glass evacuated tube solar heater
I5 investigated and factors influencing the operation of water-in-glass collector tubes are discussed. The
results show the existence of inactive region near the sealed end af the tube which might influence the
performance of the collector [12].

Write a unique introduction for every article. DO NOT reuse introductions.
Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus



Methods

| Sample 18t paragraph of an Experimental Set-Up section

2. Experimental set-up

In arder to study the CDE-hased collectar characteristics well, a closed CDE loap including the collector is

‘ hecessary. The CDE loop is designed and it consists of a solar collectar array, flow regulating valve (throttling

wvalve), heat exchanging system, and feed pump. The details of the experimental set-up are shown in Fig. 1.

‘ The solar collectar is used to heat CCIE fluid contained in heating channels and increase CDE termperature.
The supercritical GO, flows through the valve, which can be used to adjustthe CO,, flow rate forthe present

study, The GO, flowing out ofthe valve is cooled in the heat exchanging system. After that, itis pumped by the

feed pump, back into the higher pressure condition in the salar collector. As shown in Fig. 1 the experimental
set-up is a closed oycle DfED2 fluid, which is mainly comprised of evacuated solar collector arrays, a throttling

‘ valve, heat exchangers 1 and 2 {CDEIwater hieat exchanger), liquid CDE feed pump, and measurement and

data acquisition system.

Display Full Size version of this image (39K)
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Methods 1 ethics committee approval

A Experiments on humans or animals must follow

) applicable ethics standards

A Approval of the local ethics committee is required and
should be specified in the manuscript, covering letter,
or the online submission system

A Editors can make their own decisions on ethics

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Results

Include only data of primary
importance

Use sub-headings to keep results
of the same type together

Be clear and easy to understand
Highlight the main findings
Feature unexpected findings
Provide statistical analysis

Include illustrations and figures

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus



Discussion

Sample 15t paragraph of an Discussion section

5. Discussion

In this section, a mechanism for the production of pulsations is suggested. The results are then compared
with those abtained in previous swark on pulsating granular materials, and some suggestions for further wark
are made.

3.1. A mechanism for producing silo quake

Lsing the background an stick—slip friction in granalar materials discussed earlier, one can compare the
experimental abservations in this study with those in previous studies to qualitatively explain the physical
mechanism for stick—slip motion. The dynamic arch which forms in such flows is part of a force chain—that is,
a particle contact network through which stresses are transmitted [28]. The arch iz fragile, and consequently
when the material below it has discharged enough so thatthe arch is unsupported from below, 3 slow creep
tpically observed in adhesive stick—slip flow hegins. During this creep, the adhesive friction forces become
pragressively weaker and weaker, and eventually the arch will break. Once the arch collapses, complete slip
accurs, a quake is ohsenved, and a new arch is created. This quake can set up structural wibrations of
decaying amplitude that then collapse the newly formed arch; in this manner, a series of self-sustained

pulsations results. This is the pulsation process observed in this study, where the discharge rate is fast
enaugh (hetween 1 and 8 cmirs) that it does nat affect the fp unlike inYWensrich's study [3] and [9].

Pu DlIShing Connect elsevier Publishing Campus




Conclusion

A Be clear
i o

Drovio ification for the work

Sample Conclusion e of knowledge

Vd

A o> L

6. Conclusion

This study has shown that stick—slip motion generates silo music and silo quake. Silo music is driven by the
stick—slip pulsating motion of the granular material during discharge and is associated with a resonance in
the air column above the hed. When the pulsating maotion disappears, so does the silo music. Over the range
of discharge rates studied here {equivalent to average velocities of descent through the tube of 1-8 cmirfs), the
pulsation frequency was independent of discharge velocity. Both silo music and flow pulsations stopped
abrupthwhen the bed height fell below a critical value. The critical height could be changed by placing an
overload in the case of crushed glass, but not in the case ofthe smooth glass beads. This may he
rationalized, although only speculatively at this point, by differences in stress chain behawvior.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Acknowledgments

A Advisors

A Financial supporters and funders

A Proof readers and typists

A Suppliers who may have donated materials

Elsevier Publishing Campus



ELSEVIER

References

A Do not use too many references

A Always ensure you have fully absorbed the
material you are referencing

A Avoid excessive self citations

A Avoid excessive citations of publications from
the same region or institute

A Conform strictly to the style given in the
Guide for Authors

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Why is language important?

A Poor language quality can delay or
) block publication of work

A Proper English should be used
throughout the manuscript

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus



Why Is language important?

Save your editor and reviewers the trouble of guessing
what you mean

Complaint from an editor:

N[ T paper fell well below my threshold. | refuse to spend time
trying to understand what the author is trying to say. Besides, |
really want to send a message that they can't submit garbage to
us and expect us to fix it. My rule of thumb is that if there are
more than 6 grammatical errors in the abstract, then | don't
waste mytimecar ef ul ly reading the

r

Publishing Connect
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Do publishers correct language?

No!
ltistheaut hor 0s
responsibility...
...but resources
are available

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Manuscript language: Overview
A Clear

A Objective

A Accurate

A Concise

Al ways read the journal s Gui de for /
additional language specifications.

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Are you using proper manuscript language?

A Proper English is important so editors
and reviewers can understand the work

A Use short, concise sentences, correct
tenses, and correct grammar

A Ref er t o tQuidefgrAuthorsh al 6 s
for specifications

A Have a native English speaker check
your manuscript or use a language
editing service

Publishing Connect Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Thank you

Information about publishing in journals
www.elsevier.com/authors

Visit Elsevier Publishing Campus
www.publishingcampus.com

Elsevier Publishing Campus
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Laney Zhou
Executive Publisher
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An Aauthoro is generally
who has made substantial intellectual
contributions to a published study.

Publishing Connect



ELSEVIER

Authorship: Doos and donot s

General principles for who is listed first: Abuses to be avoided:
First Author: Ghost Authors:
A Conducts and/or supervises the data analysis A Leaving out authors who should be
and the proper presentation and interpretation included
_ of the results
A Puts paper together and submits the paper to Scientific Writers and Gift Authors:
journal

A Including authors when they did not

contribute significantly
Co-Author(s):

A Makes intellectual contributions to the data
_analysis and contributes to data interpretation
A Reviews each paper draft
A Must be able to present the results, defend
the implications and discuss study limitations

Publishing Connect



Contributor statement example:

Increased fasting serum glucose concentration is associated with
adverse knee structural changes in adults with no knee symptoms and

diabetes.

Miranda L. Davies-Tuck, Yuanyuan Wang, Anita E. Wluka, Patricia A. Berry, Graham G. Giles, Dallas R.

English, Flavia M. Cicuttini
Maturitas - August 2012 (Vol. 72, Issue 4, Pages 373-378, DOI: 10.1016/j.maturitas.2012.05.013)

A Drs. Cicuttini, Wluka, Giles and English were involved in study design
_and inception.

A Dr. Davies-Tuck, Dr. Wang, Dr. Wluka, Dr. Berry, and Dr. Cicuttini were
Involved in subject recruitment, data collection, statistical analyses and
_ Interpretations.

A All authors were involved in manuscript preparation and revision.

Publishing Connect
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Authorship disputes
A Must be resolved by Authors
A Editors cannot adjudicate or act as judge

A Delay publication: Editor has to get agreement from all Authors about
_any changes

A After publication, can be published as a correction, but needs
agreement from all Authors with justification

Publishing Connect
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Key author responsibilities

A Report only real data

A Originality

A Declare any conflicts of interest
A Submit to one journal at a time

Publishing Connect



Conflicts of interest question
Indicate if any of the following are examples of conflicts of interest:

1. A University Researcher, who owns stock in a large oill
company, conducts an experiment on the
environmental effects of oil drilling.

2. A University Researcher, who is developing and testing
a new technology, is also a consultant for a financial
services firm that weighs investments in new
technologies.

3. A Researcher submits an article to a journal for which
the Editor-in-Chi ef 1 s a Professor 1 n the
department.

4. A Doctor who abides by traditional healing procedures
writes a paper on emerging current medical
technologies.

Publishing Connect



Conflicts of interest answer
These are all present potential conflicts

They can take many forms:

A

r

A

A
A
A

Direct financial - employment, stock ownership, grants, patents

Indirect financial - honoraria, consultancies, mutual fund
ownership, expert testimony

Career and intellectual - promotion, direct rival
Institutional
Personal belief

The proper way to handle potential conflicts of interest is through
transparency and disclosure.

At the journal level, this means disclosure of the potential conflict in
your cover letter to the Journal Editor

Publishing Connect



Submission guestion
These are all present potential conflicts

A Aresearcher is ready A Aresearcher has had his paper

to submit her paper rejected by Science and decides to
and decides to submit submit it to Nature. Failing that, he
to Science, Nature plans to submit it to Cell. Failing that,
and Cell at the same he plans to submit to each journal in
time. his discipline until it is accepted.

The first scenario is not acceptable to most research communities and
journals

The second scenario is acceptable but authors should heed the advice
of referees and editors concerning improvements.

Publishing Connect
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Submissions answer
Multiple, redundant, or concurrent publication issues

A Should be avoided where manuscripts that describe
essentially the same research are published in more
_ than one journal or primary publication.

A An author should avoid submitting a previously
_ published paper for consideration in another journal.

A Duplication of the same paper in multiple journals of
_ different languages should be avoided.

AfSaIamiSIicingc‘), or creating several pub
the same research, is manipulative and discouraged.

Publishing Connect
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The most serious issues to avoid

These are the 3 most common forms of ethical misconduct that the
research community is challenged with:

1. Fabrication
Making up research data

2. Falsification
Manipulation of existing research data

3. Plagiarism
Previouswor k taken and passed off as

Publishing Connect
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What is plagiarism?

A Pl a g iisahe apprapriation
ofanot her personds I deas, processes,
results, or words without giving appropriate
credit, including those obtained through - :
J J Presenting the dat a

confidential reviewofot her s 0 resea’?ch . =
proposals and manuscripts. o of others without crediting them, and

thereby gaining for yourself the
Federal Office of Science and rewards earned by others, is theft, and
Technology Policy, 1999 it eliminates the motivation of working
scientists to generate new data and
Il nterpretations

Professor Bruce Railsback, Department of
Geology, University of Georgia

Publishing Connect



ELSEVIER

What may be plagiarised?
Wor k that can be plagiarised I ncl uc

A Words (language)

A Ideas

A Findings

A Writings

A Graphic representations
A Computer programs

A Diagrams

Publishing Connect
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Plagiarism high amongst ethics issues

Sample of cases reported to Elsevier Journals publishing staff in 2012

Publishing Connect



