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Elsevier Overview 

ÅThe worldôs leading provider of science and health information. 
 

ÅGlobal business with offices around the world. 
 

ÅElsevier serves a global network of: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅIts products reach more than 12 million researchers in 4,500 institutions, 5 

million students, and 15 million doctors, nurses and health professionals. 
 

 http://www.elsevier.com/ 

 

ééééééééééé.Journals 

ééé.............................Editors 

ééé..............................Editorial Board Members 

ééééééé...............Reviewers 

éééééééééééAuthors 

2,000 

7,000 

 70,000  

 550,000  

600,000 

http://china.elsevier.com/
http://china.elsevier.com/
http://china.elsevier.com/


What  do we provide?  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03701573
http://www.materialstoday.com/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01406736


Why Publish?  

ÅTo register the Originality- that they were the first to discover the 
answer to a problem. This helps to establish a name for themselves 
in their community.  

 

ÅScientists publish the details of important experiments so that others 
can try to reproduce the results and their work can be repeated 
and/or their experimental procedures can be reviewed. 

 

ÅTo inform other scientists working in the same discipline. So these 
colleagues can either stop looking, incorporate this new finding in 
their own analysis, or move onto the next stage of the problem.  

 

ÅTo promote peer review and comment. Everyone is blind to their 
own faults. Different eyes may see problems that the first researcher 
has missed 
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Academic publishing  
The publishing cycle  

  

  

Solicit &  

manage 

submissions 

30-60%  

rejected by  

> 13,000 

editors 

Manage 

Peer Review 
557,000+  

reviewers 

Edit & 

prepare 

365,000 
articles 

accepted 

Production 
12.6 million  

articles 

available 

Publish & 

Disseminate 

>700 million 

downloads by  

>11 million 

researchers in 

>120 countries! 
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Planning your article  
Are you ready to publish ? 

  

  

Not ready 
Work has no scientific interest 

Ready 
Work advances the field 
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ÁClear and useful message 

ÁA logical manner 

ÁReaders grasp the research 

Planning Your Article  
What makes a strong manuscript ? 

Editors, reviewers and readers all want to receive 

well presented manuscripts that fit within the aims 

and scope of their journal. 
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Full articles 

ÅSubstantial, complete and comprehensive pieces of research 
Is my message sufficient for a full article?  

 

Letters or short communications 

ÅQuick and early communications  
Are my results so thrilling that they should be shown as soon as possible? 

 

Review papers 

ÅSummaries of recent developments on a specific topic 

ÅOften submitted by invitation 

Planning your article  
Types of manuscripts  

  

  

Your supervisor or colleagues are also good sources for 

advice on manuscript types.  
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Á Adaptations and customizations to methods  

     (Example journal: MethodsX ) 

 

 

 

Á Published datasets: available for sharing and reuse 
(Example journal: Data in Brief) 

 

 

 

Á Articles that acknowledge the impact of software on 

research (Example journal: SoftwareX) 

 

New types of manuscripts  

  

Ask your supervisor and colleagues for advice on manuscript type.  

Sometimes outsiders see things more clearly than you.  



×Reputation - editor/board/journal  

×Audience  

×Referee standard  

×Editorial & production speed  

× Impact factor (citation rate), Eigenfactor, SNIP, SJR 

What to consider? 
 

Choosing the right journal  
 

Å Supervisor and colleagues can provide good suggestions  

 

Å Articles in your reference list will usually lead you directly to the right 

journals. 
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ÁIt indicates how many times the more recent  

papers in a journal are cited on average in a 

given year 

ÁIt is influenced by editorial policies of journals 

and turnover of research 

Choosing the right journal  
The Impact Factor  

  

  

The impact factor can give you a general guidance, but it 

should NOT  be the sole reason to choose a journal .  
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Choosing the right journal  
Journal Finder Tool 



 

15 
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Preparing your manuscript  
Guide for Authors  

  

  

ÁFind it on the journal homepage of the publisher, e.g. Elsevier.com 

ÁKeep to the Guide for Authors in your manuscript 

ÁIt will save your time 



Structure Your Article 
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General structure of a research article  

  

ÁTitle 

ÁAbstract  

ÁKeywords 

 

Á Introduction  

ÁMethods  

ÁResults and Discussion (IMRAD) 

 

ÁConclusion  

ÁAcknowledgements 

ÁReferences  

ÁSupporting Materials 

Read the Guide for Authors for the specific criteria 

of your target journal. 
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ÁAttract readerôs attention 

ÁContain fewest possible words  

ÁAdequately describe content 

ÁAre informative but concise 

ÁIdentify main issue 

ÁDo not use technical jargon and rarely-used abbreviations 

(Effective) Titles  

Editors and reviewers do not like titles that make no sense or fail to 

represent the subject matter adequately.  

 

Additionally, if the title is not accurate, the appropriate audience may 

not read your paper. 
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Keywords  

Article title Keywords 

ñAn experimental study on 

evacuated tube solar collector using 

supercritical CO2ò 

Solar collector; supercritical CO2; 

solar energy; solar thermal 

utilization  

ÁAre the labels of the manuscript  

ÁAre used by indexing and abstracting services 

ÁShould be specific 

ÁAvoid words with broad meaning 

ÁShould use only established abbreviations (e.g. DNA) 

Check the Guide for Authors for specifics on which keywords should be 

used. 
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Áis freely available in electronic abstracting & indexing services 

[PubMed, Medline, Embase, SciVerse Scopus, ....]  

ÁSummarize the problem, methods, results, and conclusions in a 

single paragraph 

ÁMake it interesting and understandable 

ÁMake it accurate and specific 

ÁA clear abstract will strongly influence whether or not your work 

is considered 

ÁKeep it as brief as possible 

Abstract  

  

 We tackle the general linear instantaneous model (possibly 
underdetermined and noisy) where we model the source prior with a 
Student t distribution. The conjugate-exponential characterisation of the t 
distribution as an infinite mixture of scaled Gaussians enables us to do 
efficient inference. We study two well-known inference methods, Gibbs 
sampler and variational Bayes for Bayesian source separation. We derive 
both techniques as local message passing algorithms to highlight their 
algorithmic similarities and to contrast their different convergence 
characteristics and computational requirements.  
 
Our simulation results suggest that typical posterior distributions in source 
separation have multiple local maxima. Therefore we propose a hybrid 
approach where we explore the state space with a Gibbs sampler and 
then switch to a deterministic algorithm. This approach seems to be able 
to combine the speed of the variational approach with the robustness of 
the Gibbs sampler.  

What are the 

main findings 

What has 

been done 
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The process of writing ï 

building the article  

  

Title, Abstract, and Keywords  

Figures/Tables (your data) 

Conclusion Introduction 

Methods Results Discussion 
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Provide a brief context to the readers 

 

Address the problem 

 

Identify the solutions and limitations 

 

Identify what the work is trying to achieve 

 

Introduction  

  

Write a unique introduction for every article. DO NOT reuse introductions.  

Provide context to convince readers that you clearly know why your 

work is useful 

Sample 1st paragraph of an Introduction 
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Describe how the problem was 

studied 

 

Include detailed information 

 

Do not describe previously 

published procedures 

 

Identify the equipment and 

materials used 

Methods  

Sample 1st paragraph of an Experimental Set-Up section 



   |   25 

Methods ï ethics committee approval  

  

ÁExperiments on humans or animals must follow 

applicable ethics standards 

ÁApproval of the local ethics committee is required and 

should be specified in the manuscript, covering letter, 

or the online submission system 

ÁEditors can make their own decisions on ethics 
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Include only data of primary 
importance 

 

Use sub-headings to keep results 
of the same type together 

 

Be clear and easy to understand 

  

Highlight the main findings  

 

Feature unexpected findings  

 

Provide statistical analysis  

 

Include illustrations and figures  

Results  
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Interpretation of results 

 

Most important section  

 

Make the discussion correspond to 

the results and complement them 

 

Compare published results with 

your own 

Discussion  

Be careful not to use the following: 

- Statements that go beyond what the results can support 

- Non-specific expressions 

- New terms not already defined or mentioned in your paper 

- Speculations on possible interpretations based on imagination 

Sample 1st paragraph of an Discussion section 
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Conclusion  

ÁBe clear 

ÁProvide justification for the work 

ÁExplain how your work advances the present state of knowledge 

ÁSuggest future experiments 

Sample Conclusion 
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Acknowledgments  

  

ÁAdvisors 

Á Financial supporters and funders 

ÁProof readers and typists 

ÁSuppliers who may have donated materials 
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References  

  

ÁDo not use too many references 

ÁAlways ensure you have fully absorbed the 

material you are referencing 

ÁAvoid excessive self citations 

ÁAvoid excessive citations of publications from 

the same region or institute 

ÁConform strictly to the style given in the 

Guide for Authors 



Using proper scientific language 

  

2015 
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Why is language important?  

ÁPoor language quality can delay or 

block publication of work 

ÁProper English should be used 

throughout the manuscript 



Why is language important?  

Save your editor and reviewers the trouble of guessing 
what you mean 

Complaint from an editor:  

ñ[This] paper fell well below my threshold. I refuse to spend time 

trying to understand what the author is trying to say. Besides, I 

really want to send a message that they can't submit garbage to 

us and expect us to fix it. My rule of thumb is that if there are 

more than 6 grammatical errors in the abstract, then I don't 

waste my time carefully reading the rest.ò 
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Do publishers correct language?  

No!  

It is the authorôs  

responsibility... 
...but resources 

are available 
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Manuscript language: Overview 

  

  

ÁClear 

ÁObjective 

ÁAccurate 

ÁConcise 

Always read the journalôs Guide for Authors to check for any 

additional language specifications. 
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ÁProper English is important so editors 

and reviewers can understand the work 

ÁUse short, concise sentences, correct 

tenses, and correct grammar 

ÁRefer to the journalôs Guide for Authors 

for specifications 

ÁHave a native English speaker check 

your manuscript or use a language 

editing service 

 

Are you using proper manuscript language? 
 

  

  



Information about publishing in journals 

www.elsevier.com/authors 
 

Visit Elsevier Publishing Campus 

www.publishingcampus.com 

 

Thank you 



Authorship & 
Responsibilities 

  

  

Laney Zhou 

Executive Publisher 

Elsevier 
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An ñauthorò is generally considered to be someone 

who has made substantial intellectual 

contributions to a published study. 
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Authorship: Doôs and donôts 

First Author:  

Á Conducts and/or supervises the data analysis 

and the proper presentation and interpretation 

of the results 

Á Puts paper together and submits the paper to 

journal 

 

Co-Author(s): 

Á Makes intellectual contributions to the data 

analysis and contributes to data interpretation 

Á Reviews each paper draft 

Á Must be able to present the results, defend 

the implications and discuss study limitations 

General principles for who is listed first: 

Ghost Authors:  

Á Leaving out authors who should be 

included 

 

Scientific Writers and Gift Authors: 

Á Including authors when they did not 

contribute significantly 

Abuses to be avoided: 
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Contributor statement example:  

Increased fasting serum glucose concentration is associated with 

adverse knee structural changes in adults with no knee symptoms and 

diabetes. 
Miranda L. Davies-Tuck, Yuanyuan Wang, Anita E. Wluka, Patricia A. Berry, Graham G. Giles, Dallas R. 

English, Flavia M. Cicuttini  

Maturitas - August 2012 (Vol. 72, Issue 4, Pages 373-378, DOI: 10.1016/j.maturitas.2012.05.013) 

ÁDrs. Cicuttini, Wluka, Giles and English were involved in study design 

and inception.  

ÁDr. Davies-Tuck, Dr. Wang, Dr. Wluka, Dr. Berry, and Dr. Cicuttini were 

involved in subject recruitment, data collection, statistical analyses and 

interpretations.  

ÁAll authors were involved in manuscript preparation and revision. 
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Authorship disputes  

ÁMust be resolved by Authors 

ÁEditors cannot adjudicate or act as judge 

ÁDelay publication: Editor has to get agreement from all Authors about 

any changes 

ÁAfter publication, can be published as a correction, but needs 

agreement from all Authors with justification 
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Key author responsibilities  

ÁReport only real data 

ÁOriginality 

ÁDeclare any conflicts of interest 

ÁSubmit to one journal at a time 
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Conflicts of interest question  

1. A University Researcher, who owns stock in a large oil 

company, conducts an experiment on the 

environmental effects of oil drilling. 

2. A University Researcher, who is developing and testing 

a new technology, is also a consultant for a financial 

services firm that weighs investments in new 

technologies. 

3. A Researcher submits an article to a journal for which 

the Editor-in-Chief is a Professor in the Researcherôs 

department. 

4. A Doctor who abides by traditional healing procedures 

writes a paper on emerging current medical 

technologies. 

Indicate if any of the following are examples of conflicts of interest: 
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Conflicts of interest answer  

They can take many forms: 

Á Direct financial - employment, stock ownership, grants, patents 

Á Indirect financial - honoraria, consultancies, mutual fund 

ownership, expert testimony 

Á Career and intellectual - promotion, direct rival 

Á Institutional 

Á Personal belief 

These are all present potential conflicts 

The proper way to handle potential conflicts of interest is through 

transparency and disclosure. 

At the journal level, this means disclosure of the potential conflict in 

your cover letter to the Journal Editor  
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Submission question  

Á A researcher is ready 

to submit her paper 

and decides to submit 

to Science, Nature 

and Cell at the same 

time. 

 

These are all present potential conflicts 

The first scenario is not acceptable to most research communities and 

journals 

 

The second scenario is acceptable but authors should heed the advice 

of referees and editors concerning improvements. 

Á A researcher has had his paper 

rejected by Science and decides to 

submit it to Nature. Failing that, he 

plans to submit it to Cell. Failing that, 

he plans to submit to each journal in 

his discipline until it is accepted. 
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Submissions answer  

ÁShould be avoided where manuscripts that describe 

essentially the same research are published in more 

than one journal or primary publication. 

ÁAn author should avoid submitting a previously 

published paper for consideration in another journal. 

ÁDuplication of the same paper in multiple journals of 

different languages should be avoided. 

ÁñSalami Slicingò, or creating several publications from 

the same research, is manipulative and discouraged. 

Multiple, redundant, or concurrent publication issues 
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The most serious issues to avoid  

1. Fabrication 

Making up research data 

2. Falsification 

Manipulation of existing research data 

3. Plagiarism  

Previous work taken and passed off as oneôs own 

These are the 3 most common forms of ethical misconduct that the 

research community is challenged with: 



Plagiarism 
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What is plagiarism?  

ñPlagiarism is the appropriation 

of another personôs ideas, processes, 

results, or words without giving appropriate 

credit, including those obtained through 

confidential review of othersô  research 

proposals and manuscripts.ò 
 

Federal Office of Science and  

Technology Policy, 1999 

ñPresenting the data or interpretations 

of others without crediting them, and 

thereby gaining for yourself the 

rewards earned by others, is theft, and 

it eliminates the motivation of working 

scientists to generate new data and 

interpretations.ò 
 

Professor Bruce Railsback, Department of 

Geology, University of Georgia 
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What may be plagiarised?  

Work that can be plagiarised includesé  

 

ÁWords (language) 

ÁIdeas 

ÁFindings  

ÁWritings  

ÁGraphic representations  

ÁComputer programs 

ÁDiagrams  
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Plagiarism high amongst ethics issues  

Sample of cases reported to Elsevier Journals publishing staff in 2012 


